
************************************************************************************************************************
ASU (21-13; 9-9/T-5th in Pac-10 in 2007-08) PLAYS AT SAN DIEGO STATE TUESDAY (NOV. 18)

SUN DEVILS WIN OPENER 80-64 OVER MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE ON FRIDAY
Tue., Nov. 18 - @San Diego State 8 p.m. PT/CBS College Sports/KTAR 620 AM San Diego, Calif.
Sun., Nov. 23 - Pepperdine 2 p.m. MT/Fox Sports Arizona/ESPN 860 AM Tempe, Ariz.
************************************************************************************************************************ 
JUMP IT UP: The Arizona State's men's hoops team, 21-13 and 9-9 in the Pac-10 last year and 1-0 this 
season under third-year head coach Herb Sendek, visits the San Diego State Aztecs (20-13 in 2007-08/1-0 
this year) on Tuesday, Nov. 18, at 8 p.m. PT/9 p.m. MT. CBS College Sports has the television broadcast 
while KTAR 620 AM has the radio call. ASU, ranked in the national preseason polls for the fi rst time since 
1991-92, opened its season with an 80-64 win over Mississippi Valley State on Friday behind James Harden's 
24 points and 10 assists. Tuesday's Nov. 18 road tilt will mark the earliest road game on the calendar in ASU 
history, as in the past 25 seasons ASU has played just three true road games in November. ASU posted a 
20-win season for just the fourth time in 27 years last year after being picked to fi nish ninth in the Pac-10 
preseason media poll. The Sun Devils return their top seven scorers and 94.6 percent of their scoring in 
2008-2009 led by All-Pac-10 selections James Harden and Jeff Pendergraph. ASU notched nine Pac-10 
wins for just the third time in the past 13 seasons (11-7 in 2002-03 and 10-8 in 1999-2000) and notched wins 
over RPI top-60 teams Xavier (9), Stanford (14), USC (28), Arizona (twice, 37) and Oregon (58). Freshmen 
made a league-leading and school record 96 starts, played more than 47 percent of the minutes and scored 
more than 52 percent of the points.

THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN A GOOD NOTE LAST YEAR, BUT WE MISSED IT, BUT IT IS STILL SOLID: 
ASU became just the second team in the 30-year history of the Pac-10 to lose at least 20 games one year 
(ASU was 8-22 in 2006-07) and then win at least 20 the next season (ASU was 21-13 in 2007-08). Only 
California in 1988-89 can match the feat, as it was 9-20 in 1987-88 and 20-13 in 1988-89. Miami (Fla.) also 
notched the feat last year, going 22-10 after going 12-20 in 2006-07, the fi rst time in the ACC's 55 seasons 
that has happened. Texas A&M is the only team to do it in the 12-year history of the Big 12 , as it was 7-21 in 
2003-04 and went 21-10 in 2004-05. Among the other major conferences, this manufactured note has never 
happened in the Big East (28 seasons), Big Ten (103 seasons) or the SEC (76 seasons).

FIRST GAME QUICK NOTES: James Harden's 10 assists vs. Mississippi Valley State is the most by a Sun 
Devil in the Herb Sendek era (now 65 games) and the most by a Sun Devil since Antwi Atuahene had 10 vs. 
Oregon on Feb. 11, 2006 (most in past 71 games)...the MVSU game was the fi rst time that ASU didn't have 
a freshman in the starting lineup since Dec. 10, 2005, a 75-71 loss to Utah Valley State, a span of the past 
87 games. In the previous three years nine freshman have earned 198 starts and 165 out of 320 in the Herb 
Sendek 64 game-era entering MVSU contest. In his fi rst two years, ASU had freshmen make 51.6 percent 
of the starts...James Harden's 24 points is the most by a Sun Devil in an opener since Ike Diogu also had 
24 vs. Jackson State on Nov. 21, 2004.

ABOUT THE NEXT TWO GAMES: ASU plays at San Diego State on Nov. 18, its fi rst meeting against the 
Aztecs since a 64-62 loss at SDSU on Dec. 16, 2000. Awvee Storey hit a half-court three-pointer at the buzzer 
that was orginally called good, but after reviewing the replay the bucket was disallowed. The Sun Devils were 
not good in the fi rst half, posting just 17 points (at the time fewest since November of 1991) and shooting 
6-of-25 from the fi eld. It was just 14-of-26 (.538) from the free throw line in the game. ASU leads the series 
against SDSU 14-10, but the Aztecs were 20-13 last year and fi ve starters and eight lettermen...ASU hosts 
Pepperdine Sunday (2 p.m.) for the fi rst time since a 101-83 Sun Devil win on Dec. 4, 1967. Pepperdine 
leads the series 10-6, but ASU has won the last four...ASU then travels to Anaheim for the 76 Classic Nov. 
27-30 and will meet Charlotte (20-14 last year) on Turkey Day (Nov. 27) at 6 p.m. PT on ESPNU.

 ASU 2008-2009 SCHEDULE
Date Opp. ............................Score/Time
11/14 Miss. Valley St.(FSAZ) ....W, 80-64
11/18 @SDSU (CBS CSTV) ........... 8 PT
11/23 Pepperdine (FSAZ) .......................2
11/27 Charlotte @Anaheim (ESPNU) 6 PT

11/28 Baylor/Prov. @Anaheim..........TBD
11/30 Anaheim Classic ......................TBD
12/4 Jackson State .................................7
12/7 Nebraska (FSAZ) ...................Noon
12/14 IUPUI@Phoenix ......................1:15
12/20 BYU@Glendale (FSAZ) .........2:30
12/23 Idaho State (FSAZ) ................Noon
12/29 Central Conn. State .......................7
1/2 @Stanford  ...............................TBD
1/4 @California (FSAZ) ................ 5 PT
1/8 Oregon St. (FSN) .....................8:30
1/10 Oregon (FSN).........................Noon
1/15 @#21 USC ...............................TBD
1/17 @#4 UCLA (CBS) ...........12:45 PT
1/21 @Arizona (FSAZ) .......................7:30
1/29 Washington State ..........................7
1/31 Washington (FSN AZ) .................3:30
2/5 @Oregon (FSN) ................7:30 PT
2/7 @Oregon St. (FS AZ) ........5:30 PT
2/12 #4 UCLA (ESPN) ...........................7
2/15 #21 USC (FSN) ..............................8
2/22 Arizona (FSN ) ....................................8
2/26 @Washington (FSN AZ) ........ 8 PT
2/28 @Washington State ....................TBD
3/5 Stanford .....................................TBD
3/7 California ...................................TBD
3/11-14 @Pac-10 Trn. (FSN/CBS) ......TBD

EARLY SEASON NOTES: Herb 
Sendek is now 51-11 (.823) in No-
vember in his 16-year career.

PAC-10 RANKING: ASU was 
picked second in the Oct. 30 Pac-
10 media poll, the highest it has 
ever been picked. The previous 
highest ASU had ever been picked 
is third (1991-92), and it fi nished 
tied for fi fth that season. ASU had 
not been picked higher than ninth 
in the previous four years or higher 
than seventh in previous fi ve. It 
marked just the second time ASU 
had been predicted to fi nish in the 
top fi ve in past 14 seasons.

ASU MEDIA RELATIONS: ASU men's basketball SID Doug Tammaro can be reached directly at 480-965-
5799 or via e-mail at tammaro@asu.edu. The ASU website is: www.TheSunDevils.com.



OTHER RANKINGS: ASU has hit the preseason rankings and here 
they are...13th by Lindy's...14th by ESPN's Andy Katz...15th by Sporting 
News and Blue Ribbon...16th by Sports Illustrated, FoxSports.com and 
Athlon...18th by Dick Vitale and CBS Sports...25th by Rivals.com.

STEADY JEFF: Jeff Pendergraph had 56 blocks last year (he had 45 
in his fi rst two seasons) and shot .593 from the fi eld (third in the Pac-
10) and .799 from the free throw line (tenth in Pac-10). He had fi ve 
double-doubles in 2007-08 (18 in career). He is shooting .759 from the 
free throw line in his career (255-of-336). His 101 career blocks is sixth 
in ASU history.

COACHING TREE: Herb Sendek now has eight former assistants who 
are D-I head coaches as 12-year sidekick Mark Phelps earned the Drake 
top spot last spring after serving for 10 years on Coach Sendek's staff at 
NC State and for two years at ASU. Former NC State sidekick also John 
Groce earned the Ohio University position. The others are Jim Christian, 
formerly at Kent State and now at TCU (Miami assistant from 1994-96), 
Charlie Coles at Miami of Ohio (Miami assistant from 1994-96), Larry 
Hunter at Western Carolina (NC State assistant from 2001-05),  Ron 
Hunter of IUPUI (Miami assistant from 1993-94), Ohio State's Thad 
Matta (Miami assistant in 1994-95) and Xavier's Sean Miller (assistant 
at both Miami from 1994-96 and at NC State from 1996-2000). Coles, 
Miller and Matta all led their teams to the 2007 NCAA Tournament, then 
last year Christian led Kent State to the NCAAs, Miller led Xavier to the 
Elite Eight and Matta's Buckeye squad won the NIT a year after going 
to the Final Four.
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AP PRESEASON RANKING NOTE: The Associated Press ranked ASU 
15th in its preseason poll (Oct. 31), the Sun Devils' fi rst preseason AP 
ranking since 1991-92 (24th), the second-highest preseason ranking 
in school history (1963-64 team was sixth), and the fourth time overall 
(other time was 18th in 1975-76). Last year, for the fi rst time since the 
fi nal poll of 1994-95 (March 13) ASU grabbed a spot in the Associated 
Press rankings, as it was No. 22 (No. 25 in the USA Today Coaches' 
poll) on Jan. 14. Coach Sendek had the Sun Devils in the rankings in 
his second year, two years prior to his rebuilding effort at NC State that 
resulted in fi ve straight NCAA Tournament appearances (2002-06).

USA TODAY #15 PRESEASON RANKING NOTE: ASU is 15th in 
the ESPN/USA Today Coaches' poll (announced Oct. 30). USA Today 
started the poll in 1991-92 and that is the only year ASU has been in the 
preseason top 25, when it was No. 22. ASU got thumped twice in Maui 
to start the year after suspensions hit and fell out of the polls before 
even playing a home game.

POPULAR ON THE TUBE: According to Nielsen Media Research, 
ASU’s television ratings in 2007-08 on FSN Arizona enjoyed an increase 
of 196% over its average rating for the previous season. The 15 Sun 
Devil games on FSN AZ averaged a 1.5 rating/3 share in the Phoenix 
market. That fi gure means that an average of 27,039 households in the 
Valley were tuning into a game. In 2006-07, the Sun Devils averaged 
a 0.5 rating. A rating is the percentage of all television households in a 
market, while the share is the percentage of those television households 
that actually have their sets on during the particular time. One ratings 
point equal 18.026 households in the Phoenix market.

  2008-2009 SUN DEVIL MEN'S BASKETBALL ROSTER (STATS FROM LAST YEAR)

 Pos # Name '08-09  Ht./Wt. PPG RPG Notes

 C 2 Eric Boateng Jr. 6-10/245 3.9 2.6 12 points at Oregon State on March 8/56-91 (.615) FGs last year

 G 3 Ty Abbott So. 6-3/215 9.9 3.6 39 steals, 76 3-pointers and had 30 vs. Cal on Feb. 16 with 8 three-pointers

 F 4 Jeff Pendergraph Sr 6-9/240 12.4 6.4 18 career double-doubles/.593 from the fi eld last year and .793 from FT line

 G 10 Jamelle McMillan So. 6-2/180 2.6 2.1a Son of Portland Trail Blazer coach Nate McMillan/12 points at OSU on March 12

 G 12 Derek Glasser Jr. 6-1/190 6.1 3.9a 234 career assists/69 assists and 32 TO's in 511 Pac-10 minutes in 2007-08

 G 13 James Harden So. 6-5/218 17.8 5.3 First McDonald's All-American to sign with ASU out of HS since 1984

 G 14 Brenton Thomas Fr. 6-3/175 -- -- Walk-on from Danville, Calif.

 G 20 Virgil Sanders Fr. 6-2/205 -- -- Walk-on from Los Angeles, Calif.

  F 22 Kraidon Woods So. 6-8/199 0.8 0.5 Pennsylvania product who originally signed with Villanova out of high school

 G 23 Nico Fricchione Fr. 6-1/175 -- -- Walk-on from Scranton, Pa.

 F 24 Trent Anderson RS-Fr. 6-7/210 -- -- Tucson walk-on who did not play last year due to summer knee injury

 F 30 Rihards Kuksiks So. 6-6/205 5.4 1.8 Latvian had 25 3-pointers in fi nal 12 games/7 double-fi gure scoring games in career

 F 32 Taylor Rohde Fr. 6-8/220 -- -- Arizona prep product/ 1,034 career rebounds and 2,226 career points

 G 33 Johnny Coy Fr. 6-7/205 -- -- Missouri prep product/27.1 ppg., 12.2 rpg., 4.3 apg., and 5.8 bkpg in senior year

 F 40 Stephen Rogers Fr. 6-8/185 -- -- Walk-on from nearby Mesa, Ariz.

 G 44 Jerren Shipp Jr. 6-3/220 5.9 3.3 23 points vs. NAU on Nov. 13, 2006, was most by ASU frosh in an opener

    Head Coach: Herb Sendek /284-193 (.595)/16th season/18.9 wins per year/5 NCAAs at NC State (2002-2006), 1 at Miami of Ohio (1995)

 Associate Head Coach: Dedrique Taylor  Assistant Coaches: Scott Pera, Lamont Smith Operations: Robert Spence
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COACH SENDEK NOTES...
BIG WINS: Herb Sendek's staff has 11 top-10 
wins in his past eight seasons.

POINTS: NC State’s 75.8 points per game 
mark in the ACC in 2005-2006 would trans-
late into a fi rst-place offensive ranking among 
Pac-10 teams last year. Cal led the Pac-10 
in scoring in Pac-10 games last year at 75.0 
points per game.

NBA READY: Herb Sendek is one of just three 
coaches who had a NBA fi rst-round draft pick 
in 2005 and 2006. Julius Hodge was the 20th 
pick of the Denver Nuggets in 2005. Cedric 
Simmons was the 15th pick of the New Orleans/
Oklahoma City Hornets in 2006.

FREE THOWS: NC State led the nation in free 
throw shooting (.799) in 2003-2004. That mark 
is tied for the best mark in the nation in the past 
nine seasons with St. Joseph's in 2005-06.

HISTORY: Herb Sendek was the fi rst coach  
to knock off the No. 1 seed in the ACC Tour-
nament in consecutive years. NC State beat 
Maryland (2002) and Wake Forest (2003). 
Maryland was ranked second while Wake 
Forest was ninth. 

DEFENSE: In Herb Sendek’s 10 seasons, 
NC State led the ACC in scoring defense four 
times and held opponents to just 54.7 points 
per game in 1996-97, an ACC record.

FINAL FOURS: Herb Sendek coached in 
two Final Fours (1987 Providence and 1993 
Kentucky).

NCAA SUCCESS: Under Herb Sendek, NC 
State was one of only eight teams who won a 
NCAA Tournament game from 2004-06.

THREE: NC State averaged nine threes in 
2005-06, best in the ACC and ninth in nation.

YOUNG TALENT: NC State placed seven 
players on the All-ACC freshman team under 
Coach Sendek, and James Harden followed 
that up last year at ASU.

STUFF TO KNOW: ASU was led in scoring by the most famous Sun Devil southpaw since Phil 
Mickelson, James Harden, who had an ASU freshman record 16 20-point games (seventh-best 
in school history and tied for third-best in the Pac-10). The 19-year old Harden (born August of 
1989) was the youngest player in the Pac-10 in 2007-08 as his 17.8 points per game is second-
best in ASU freshman history and he led the Pac-10 with 73 steals, fi fth-best by a freshman in 
Pac-10 history...ASU was 5-4 at home in Pac-10 games after going 9-27 in Tempe the previous 
four seasons...ASU has gone 24-16 (.600) after starting Herb Sendek's fi rst year 6-19...ASU won 
its share of close games (7-4 in games decided by 10 points or less) and made its free throws 
(.739 percentage was fi fth-best in school history and second best in past 21 seasons)...in the 
second half of the Pac-10 season, four Sun Devil freshmen played 52 percent of the minutes 
and scored 54 percent of the points.

THIEF: James Harden set the Pac-10 tournament record with seven steals against USC (March 
13). It is the most steals by a Sun Devil since Eddie House had seven vs. Kansas State on Nov. 
24, 1998, in the Maui Invitational. It marked just the ninth time a Sun Devil had at least seven 
steals. Harden's 73 steals is tied for fourth-best in school history and was just three shy of the 
ASU record of 76 set by Fat Lever in 1981-82. He is averaging 3.5 steals in in his past six contests 
dating to last  year. He ended fi fth in the league in scoring at 17.8 points per game.

SLICK RICK (RIHARDS): Rihards Kuksiks averaged 26.6 minutes and 8.7 points in the fi nal 12 
games last year and made 25 three pointers, and then posted 12 points and four three-pointers 
in the season opener vs. MVSU on Nov. 14. He had 15 points in the win over seventh-ranked 
Stanford on Feb. 14, 15 at Washington on Feb. 23 and 10 in March 1 win vs. USC. He has 116 
points in his past 13 games (8.9 ppg.) dating to last year after scoring 42 in the fi rst 22 games.

AT HOME: ASU won 15 home games for fi rst time in the 32-year history of Wells Fargo Arena last 
year, as it is was15-5 with wins over NCAA Tournament teams Arizona, Xavier, Stanford, USC, 
Oregon and Coppin State. ASU previously won 14 home games in 1974-75 (14-0), 1979-80 (14-
3), 1980-81 (14-1), 1990-91 (14-4), 1994-95 (14-3), 1997-98 (14-4), and 1999-2000 (14-3).

NO FRESHMAN STARTING: With ASU having some experience and returning starters this year, 
the opening game was the fi rst time that ASU didn't have a freshman in the starting lineup since 
Dec. 10, 2005, a 75-71 loss to Utah Valley State, a span of 86 games. In Coach Sendek's fi rst 
two seasons, freshmen made 165 out of 320 starts in the 64 games. In his fi rst two years, ASU 
freshmen made 51.6 percent of the starts.

ASU FRESHMEN STARTS
Year (Starts) Freshman
2007-2008 (96): Ty Abbott (34, ASU record), James Harden (33), Jamelle McMillan (16),
 Rihards Kuksiks (13)
2006-2007 (69): Derek Glasser (21), Christian Polk (26), Jerren Shipp (22)
1991-1992 (45): Mario Bennett (25), Tony Ronaldson (20)

DON'T COUNT THEM OUT: The Sun Devils came back from double-digit defi cits in two big 
wins in 2007-08, as it put the brakes on a fi ve-game losing skid in dramatic fashion on Feb. 10 
in Tucson, falling behind 22-6 but coming back to take a 13-point second-half lead and winning 
59-54 to sweep Arizona for the fi rst time since 1994-95 (and notch fi rst win in Tucson since March 
11, 1995). On Feb. 14 against seventh-ranked Stanford, ASU was down by 14 in the second 
half and by seven with 1:49 left before a rally put the game into overtime as ASU won 72-68. On 
Feb. 16 against Cal, ASU made seven three-pointers in the fi nal 1:11 to chop an 11-point defi cit 
to three before falling 76-73.



Official Basketball Box Score -- Game Totals -- Final Statistics
Mississippi Valley vs Arizona State
11-14-08 8:00 PM  MST at Wells Fargo Arena, Tempe, AZ

Mississippi Valley 64 • 0-1
Total 3-Ptr Rebounds

## Player FG-FGA FG-FGA FT-FTA Off Def Tot PF TP A TO Blk Stl Min
12 Studivant, Amos f 0-1 0-0 0-3 2 1 3 5 0 2 1 0 0 17
15 Behling, Shannon f 7-16 4-11 0-1 2 1 3 4 18 0 2 0 1 31
34 Petty, Eric f 4-9 1-2 2-2 4 6 10 1 11 2 5 1 3 33
01 Harmason, Dwayne g 5-10 1-2 2-2 2 3 5 3 13 5 3 0 0 30
23 Clark, Michael g 5-11 4-8 2-3 2 1 3 3 16 3 2 0 0 38
03 Newsome, Tashan 0-2 0-2 0-0 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 0 0 10
11 Nettles, Cameron 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1
21 Allen, Lakendrick 0-2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7
32 Jones, Drummond 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
33 Smith, Orlando 1-1 0-0 2-2 1 2 3 2 4 1 2 0 1 17
44 Preston, Emmenle 1-2 0-0 0-0 0 1 1 5 2 0 2 0 0 15

Team 1 2 3
Totals 23-54 10-25 8-13 14 17 31 26 64 14 20 1 5 200

FG %  1st Half: 8-24 33.3%
3FG %  1st Half: 3-11 27.3%

FT %  1st Half: 4-6 66.7%

2nd  half: 15-30 50.0%
2nd  half: 7-14 50.0%
2nd  half: 4-7 57.1%

Game: 23-54 42.6%
Game: 10-25 40.0%
Game: 8-13 61.5%

Deadball
Rebounds

1

Arizona State 80 • 1-0
Total 3-Ptr Rebounds

## Player FG-FGA FG-FGA FT-FTA Off Def Tot PF TP A TO Blk Stl Min
04 Pendergraph, Jeff f 4-4 0-0 2-2 0 5 5 4 10 0 2 0 0 23
30 Kuksiks, Rihards f 4-7 4-7 0-0 1 2 3 3 12 1 3 0 1 33
03 Abbott, Ty g 8-13 2-6 0-0 1 7 8 2 18 4 1 1 0 32
10 McMillan, Jamelle g 1-3 0-2 2-2 0 0 0 2 4 3 1 0 2 21
13 Harden, James g 6-11 0-4 12-16 1 2 3 2 24 10 2 0 3 30
02 Boateng, Eric 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 11
12 Glasser, Derek 1-2 0-1 3-4 0 1 1 0 5 3 1 0 1 23
22 Woods, Kraidon 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 3
32 Rohde, Taylor 0-2 0-0 0-2 1 0 1 1 0 2 1 0 0 12
44 Shipp, Jerren 2-3 2-3 1-2 0 1 1 1 7 1 0 0 0 12

Team 0 2 2
Totals 26-45 8-23 20-28 4 21 25 16 80 24 12 1 8 200

FG %  1st Half: 13-23 56.5%
3FG %  1st Half: 4-10 40.0%

FT %  1st Half: 9-14 64.3%

2nd  half: 13-22 59.1%
2nd  half: 4-13 30.8%
2nd  half: 11-14 78.6%

Game: 26-45 57.8%
Game: 8-23 34.8%
Game: 20-28 71.4%

Deadball
Rebounds

6

Officials:  Ruben  Ramos, Bruce Hicks,  Scott  Twardoski
Technical  fouls:  Mississippi  Valley-None.  Arizona  State-None.
Attendance:  8590

Score by periods 1st 2nd Total

Mississippi  Valley 23 41 64
Arizona  State 39 41 80


