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Steve Fisher has conducted one
of  the greatest turnarounds in
college basketball history at
SDSU. He has taken a program
that won an average of  9.8 games
from the 1986-87 to 1999-00 sea-
sons to six postseason tourna-
ments and has the Aztecs in a
position to win the MWC.
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This is the Mountain West
From its inception in 1999, the Mountain West Conference has been committed to excellence in intercollegiate athletics,

while promoting the academic missions of its member institutions.  Fresh off the celebration of its 10th anniversary in 2008‑09,
the MWC continues to cultivate opportunities for student‑athletes to compete at the highest level, while fostering academic
achievement and sportsmanship.  Over its 10‑year history, the MWC has been assertive in its involvement with the NCAA gov‑
ernance structure and has taken a leadership role in the overall administration of intercollegiate athletics.

The MWC is noted for its geographic diversity. Some of the most beautiful terrain and landscapes in the nation can be
found within MWC boundaries, including the majestic Rocky Mountain range, which borders four MWC schools (Utah, BYU,
Air Force and Colorado State). The high plains of Wyoming contrast with the desert city of Las Vegas and the Pacific Ocean
locale of San Diego State. The southwestern flavor of New Mexico complements the western heritage and culture of Fort
Worth, Texas, home of the MWC’s newest member, TCU.   

History
The Mountain West Conference was conceived on May 26, 1998, when the presidents of eight institutions — Air Force, BYU, Colorado State, New

Mexico, San Diego State, UNLV, Utah and Wyoming — decided to form a new NCAA Division I‑A intercollegiate athletic conference.  The split from the
former 16‑team conference re‑established continuity and stability among the membership within the new league and signaled the continuation of its tra‑
dition‑rich, long‑standing athletic rivalries. Five of the MWC’s eight original members have been conference rivals since the 1960s (BYU, Utah, New
Mexico, Wyoming, Colorado State), while San Diego State (1978) and Air Force (1980) were longtime members as well. UNLV and TCU entered the fold
in 1996 and the Rebels continued as one of the original eight institutions that formed the MWC in 1999.  TCU rejoined the group with its first year of com‑
petition in the Mountain West in 2005‑06, completing the Conference membership as it stands today.

2008-09 in Review
The 2008‑09 campaign provided several notable moments for Mountain West teams. Utah, BYU and New Mexico shared the league’s regular‑season

crown in men’s basketball, with the Utes also capturing the MWC Tournament title to earn the league’s automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament.  BYU
received an at‑large bid to NCAA postseason play, marking the ninth time in the last 10 years the MWC has sent multiple teams to the NCAA Tournament.
Overall, the league sent six teams into postseason action for the third time in 10 years, highlighted by San Diego State’s run in the National Invitation
Tournament.  The Aztecs became the second MWC team (Air Force in 2007) in three years to advance to the NIT semifinals held at Madison Square Garden
in New York City.

Exposure
With the addition of The Mtn. ‑ The MountainWest Sports Network to DIRECTV on Aug. 27, 2008, the MWC enjoyed unprecedented national televi‑

sion exposure in 2008‑09 with 48 football, 103 men’s basketball and 32 women’s basketball contests airing across the country through a combination of
telecasts on The Mtn., CBS College Sports Network (formerly CSTV) and VERSUS.  In addition to the new satellite carriage agreement, The Mtn. has been
available to cable subscribers in the MWC footprint since it first aired in 2006‑07.   

On Aug. 26, 2004, CSTV and the MWC announced a visionary partnership that revolutionized the college sports landscape.  The landmark agreement
was the first NCAA Division I football and men’s basketball conference‑wide deal for CSTV and provided the network exclusive rights to all Conference
events, including cable and satellite television coverage, national over‑the‑air and satellite radio, video‑on‑demand and online broadcast rights.   

A succession of events since the fall of 2004 has improved the television model, including CSTV’s joint venture with Comcast SportsNet to create The
Mtn., and CBS Corporation’s purchase of CSTV.  CBS acquired CSTV in January 2006, and on Feb. 12, 2008, incorporated CSTV’s cable, broadcast and
online activities into its world‑famous brand as the CBS College Sports Network (CBS C). The Mtn. is co‑owned by CBS C and Comcast SportNet.

The relationship with Comcast SportNet also delivered a new national broadcast partner in VERSUS. The MWC was the first exclusive college pro‑
gramming provider for the Comcast‑owned entity, with football and both men’s and women’s basketball games. The CBS C/MWC partnership has guar‑
anteed greater levels of television exposure for all league sports and has resoundingly met the fundamental goals of more exposure and preferred start
times and dates.

In the summer of 2006, the centerpiece of this historic relationship was realized with the launch of The Mtn. – the first sports network dedicated to
serving a single collegiate athletic conference. The Mtn. provides sports fans blanket coverage of MWC athletics across multiple sports, including foot‑
ball, men’s and women’s basketball, and men’s and women’s Olympic sports. The Mtn. features more than just live games and has added its own origi‑
nal programming. Fans get a comprehensive array of news, features and analysis about their favorite MWC teams and players.  More than 17,000 hours
of MWC programming have aired on The Mtn. since the network’s launch on Sept. 1, 2006, and over 250 MWC events are shown live on annually through
a combination of telecasts on The Mtn., CBS C and VERSUS. CBS C is currently in 30 million homes, and available in over 84 million nationwide. VER‑
SUS is in more than 74 million households across the U.S.

Opportunity
The MWC provides a first‑class athletic and academic experience for more than 4,000 student‑athletes each year. Over the past 10 years, 38 student‑

athletes have earned NCAA Postgraduate Scholarships, and since the league’s inception in 1999, an additional 20 student‑athletes have been named MWC
Student‑Athlete of the Year and awarded league‑sponsored postgraduate scholarships. Two student‑athletes have earned distinction as Rhodes Scholars.     

MWC student‑athletes are also given a voice regarding pertinent issues within the MWC and NCAA governance structure through representation on
the Student‑Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC). The MWC SAAC consists of 19 representatives; two student‑athletes from each member institution and
one faculty athletics representative. The committee reviews and reacts to legislation and to other topics referred by the MWC constituent groups or com‑
mittees related to the student‑athlete experience. 
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