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This Is San Diego State
SAN DIEGO STATE BASKETBALL

Steve Fisher has conducted one of the
greatest turnarounds in college basketball
history at San Diego State. He has taken a
program that won an average of 9.8 wins
from the 1986-87 to 1999-00 seasons to a
pair of postseason appearances and has
the Aztecs in a position to win the
Mountain West Conference.
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From its inception in 1999, the
Mountain West Conference
has been committed to excel-
lence in intercollegiate athlet-
ics, while promoting the aca-

demic missions of its member institu-
tions. Progressive in its approach, the
MWC continues to cultivate opportuni-
ties for student-athletes to compete at
the highest level, while fostering aca-
demic achievement and sportsmanship.
Now in its seventh year, the MWC has
been assertive in its involvement with
the NCAA governance structure and has
taken a leadership role in the overall
administration of intercollegiate athlet-
ics.

The MWC was conceived on May 26,
1998, when the presidents of eight insti-
tutions — Air Force, Brigham Young,
Colorado State, New Mexico, San Diego
State, UNLV, Utah and Wyoming —
decided to form a new NCAA Division
I-A intercollegiate athletic conference.

The split from the former 16-team
conference re-established continuity and
stability among the membership within
the new league and signaled the contin-
uation of its tradition-rich, long standing
athletic rivalries. Five of the MWC’s
eight members have been conference
rivals since the 1960’s (BYU, Utah, New

Mexico, Wyoming, Colorado State),
while SDSU (1978) and Air Force (1980)
were longstanding members as well.
UNLV entered the fold in 1996 and TCU
begins its first year of competition in
2005-06, completing the membership in
the MWC as it stands today.

When the MWC officially began
operations on July 1, 1999, the new
league had in place a seven-year con-
tract with ESPN, giving the broadcaster
exclusive national television rights to
MWC football and men’s basketball; and
three-year agreements to send the
league’s football champion to the Liberty
Bowl and a second team to the Las Vegas
Bowl. Thompson also arranged a third
bowl tie-in each of the first three years
(1999 Motor City, 2000 Silicon Valley,
2001 New Orleans) before securing a
four-year deal with the Emerald Bowl in
San Francisco in 2002.  

The MWC established a comprehen-
sive television package to promote its
sports, anchored in a partnership with
ESPN. Currently in the final year of a
seven-year deal, ESPN holds exclusive
rights to MWC football and men’s bas-
ketball, distributing the league’s football
and men’s basketball games through
ABC, ESPN, ESPN2 and syndication via
ESPN Regional Television.

Through the league’s first six years,
excluding institutional local packages,
574 football, volleyball, men’s basketball
and women’s basketball events have
aired on television, with 114 football
games and over 100 men’s basketball
contests broadcast nationally.

A new era begins in the fall of 2006 as
College Sports Television (CSTV)
becomes the official television partner
for the Conference. The MWC forged a
seven-year agreement with CSTV, giving
the fastest-growing independent cable
network exclusive rights to MWC foot-
ball and men’s basketball, plus coverage
for all other MWC sports.

The MWC provides a first-class ath-
letic and academic experience for over
4,000 student-athletes each year. The
past three years, nine MWC student-ath-
letes have earned NCAA Postgraduate
Scholarships, and since the league’s
inception in 1999, an additional 10 stu-
dent-athletes were named MWC
Scholar-Athlete of the Year and awarded
league-sponsored postgraduate scholar-
ships. Two student-athletes have earned
distinction as Rhodes Scholars (Jessica
Mellinger, Wyoming and Delavane Diaz,
Air Force).
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