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SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY QUICK FACTS

Location  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .San Diego, Calif.
Founded  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1897
Enrollment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35,887
President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Stephen Weber
Athletics Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jeff Schemmel
Senior Woman Administrator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jenny Bramer
Nickname  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aztecs
Colors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Scarlet and Black
Conference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mountain West
Home Field (Capacity)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SDSU Sports Deck (1,000)

SAN DIEGO STATE SOCCER QUICK FACTS

Head Coach  . . . . . . . . .Dr. Mike Giuliano (Tennessee Temple, 1981)
Record at SDSU  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19-16-8 (.535) (Two seasons)
Overall Record . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .213-58-23 (.764) (13 seasons)
Soccer Office Phone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(619) 594-3749
Associate Head Coach  . . . . . . . . .Mike Friesen (Sonoma State, 1996)
Assistant Coach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Erica Keus (San Diego State, 2004)
Athletic Trainer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carolyn Peters
First Year of Division I Soccer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1989
All-time Record  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .173-122-25 (.580), 17th season
NCAA Division I Tournament Appearances  . . . . . .Two (1998, 1999)
2005 Record  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11-9-2
2005 MWC Record (Finish)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2-3-2 (Sixth)
2005 MWC Tournament Record  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1-1
Letterwinners Returning/Lost  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17/4
Starters Returning/Lost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9/3
Newcomers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Top Returners  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jessica Girdner, Jr., M (2 goals)
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jen Mello, So., F (8 goals, 1 assist)
 . . . . . . . . . . . .Erika Sutton, So., F (5 goals, 10 assists, 2nd-team all-MWC)
Key Losses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alexis Solovij, D (Three-time all-MWC)
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amanda Swiader, D (Two-time all-MWC)
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NUMERICAL
No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Exp. Hometown/Last School
0 Jill Foss GK 5-6 Fr. RS Oceanside, Calif./Carlsbad High
00 Christi Yount GK 5-6 So. 1L Mission Viejo, Calif./Capistrano Valley High
01 Melissa Deckers GK 5-7 So. RS Valencia, Calif./Hart High
1 Cat Burson GK 5-7 Jr. 1L Poway, Calif./UC Santa Barbara
2 Carrie Blankenbuhler M/D 5-3 So. 1L Littleton, Colo./Chatfield High
3 Millie Allen D 5-4 So. 1L Thornton, Colo./Horizon High
4 Tiphanie Elliott F 5-6 Jr. 2L Porterville, Calif./Monache High
5 Jillian Riker D/M 5-4 So. SQ Carlsbad, Calif./Carlsbad High
6 Allie Crowson D 5-7 Fr. HS Sandy, Utah/Brighton High
7 Erika Sutton F/M 5-3 So. 1L Arvada, Colo./Ralston Valley High
8 Alicia Piz F 5-3 So. SQ Morrison, Colo./Dakota Ridge High
9 Jen Mello F 5-4 So. 1L Pleasanton, Calif./Amador Valley High
10 Ashley Tenn M 5-8 Jr. 1L Visalia, Calif./Univ. of Nebraska
11 Mariko Strickland M 5-5 So. 1L Kaua’i, Hawaii/Mid-Pacific Institute
12 Leann Sgobba F 5-9 So. SQ Los Olivos, Calif./Santa Ynez Valley Union High
13 Jennifer Klunder M 5-9 Sr. 3L La Mirada, Calif./La Mirada High
14 Becky Ryan F/M/D 5-6 So. 1L Batavia, Ill./Batavia High
15 Lauren Leslie D 5-3 Fr. HS San Clemente, Calif./San Clemente High
16 *Jessica Girdner M 5-10 Jr. 2L San Diego, Calif./University City High
17 Jessica Gordon F 5-1 Fr. HS Tujunga, Calif./Village Christian High
18 Cat Walker M 5-7 Fr. HS Folsom, Calif./St. Francis (Sacramento) High
19 Lisa Nielsen M 5-5 Jr. 2L Santa Maria, Calif./Righetti High
20 Adora DaCosta-Muniz D/F 5-5 So. SQ Ramona, Calif./Ramona High
21 *Ashley Young D 5-4 Jr. 2L Long Beach, Calif./Long Beach Polytechnic High
22 Heather Vandevanter F 5-9 Fr. HS Alamo, Calif./San Ramon Valley High
23 Lauren Marquez D 5-5 Fr. HS Walnut, Calif./Walnut High
24 Kristen Seniura D 5-6 So. SQ. Mission Viejo, Calif./Capistrano Valley High
25 Megan Petrik F 5-5 So. 1L  San Juan Capistrano, Calif./Capistrano Valley High
26 Shayla Williams D/M 5-4 Fr. HS San Diego, Calif./Cathedral Catholic High
27 Leslie White D 5-9 Fr. HS Norco, Calif./Norco High
28 Jackie Ragudos F 5-2 Jr. TR San Diego, Calif./Cal Poly Pomona
* Captains

Head Coach: Dr. Mike Giuliano, third year (Tennessee Temple, 1981)
Associate Head Coach: Mike Friesen (Sonoma State, 1996)
Assistant Coach: Erica Keus (San Diego State, 2004)
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ALPHABETICAL
No. Name Pos.
3 Millie Allen D
2 Carrie Blankenbuhler M/D
1 Cat Burson GK
6 Allie Crowson D
20 Adora DaCosta-Muniz D/F
01 Melissa Deckers GK
4 Tiphanie Elliott F
0 Jill Foss GK
16 *Jessica Girdner M
17 Jessica Gordon F
13 Jennifer Klunder M
15 Lauren Leslie D
23 Lauren Marquez D
9 Jen Mello F
19 Lisa Nielsen M
25 Megan Petrik F
8 Alicia Piz F
28 Jackie Ragudos F
5 Jillian Riker D/M
14 Becky Ryan F/M/D
24 Kristen Seniura D
12 Leann Sgobba F
11 Mariko Strickland M
7 Erika Sutton F/M
10 Ashley Tenn M
22 Heather Vandevanter F
18 Cat Walker M
27 Leslie White D
26 Shayla Williams D/M
21 *Ashley Young D/M
00 Christi Yount GK

PRONUNCIATION
Blankenbuhler .......................blanken-BUE-ler

Crowson ...........................................CROH-son

Tiphanie ..............................................TIFF-any

Giuliano..........................................JEW-lee-ano

Friesen .................................................FREE-sen

Petrik....................................................PEE-trick

Piz ...............................................................PEAS

Ragudos .........................................ra-GOO-dos

Seniura...............................................sen-YURA

Sgobba .................................................sa-GO-ba

Mariko .............................................ma-DEE-ko

Yount.........................................................YONT

BY CLASS 
Seniors (1) Klunder

Juniors (7) Burson, Elliott, Girdner, Nielsen,
Ragudos, Tenn, Young

Sophomores (13) Allen, Blankenbuhler,
DaCosta-Muniz, Deckers, Mello, Petrik, Piz,
Riker, Ryan, Sgobba, Strickland, Sutton,
Yount

Freshmen (10) Crowson, Foss, Gordon,
Leslie, Marquez, Seniura, Vandevanter,
Walker, White, Williams

BY STATE
California (24) Burson, DaCosta-Muniz,
Deckers, Elliott, Foss, Girdner, Gordon,
Klunder, Leslie, Marquez, Mello, Nielsen,
Petrik, Ragudos, Riker, Seniura, Sgobba,
Tenn, Vandevanter, Walker, White, Williams,
Young, Yount

Colorado (4) Allen, Blankenbuhler, Piz,
Sutton

Hawaii (1) Strickland

Illinois (1) Ryan

Utah (1) Crowson
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� 2006 SAN DIEGO STATE SCHEDULE
Date Day Opponent Site Time
Aug. 25 Fri. $vs. Butler West Lafayette, Ind. 4:30 p.m. ET
Aug. 27 Sun. $vs. Purdue/W. Kentucky West Lafayette, Ind. TBA
Sept. 1 Fri. at UCLA Los Angeles, Calif. 7 p.m. PT
Sept. 3 Sun. UC SANTA BARBARA SDSU Sports Deck 1 p.m. PT
Sept. 8 Fri. ^at UC Irvine Irvine, Calif. 8 p.m. PT
Sept. 10 Sun. ^vs. UC Riverside Irvine, Calif. 11 a.m. PT
Sept. 12 Tue. CAL STATE FULLERTON SDSU Sports Deck 4 p.m. PT
Sept. 15 Fri. CREIGHTON SDSU Sports Deck 4 p.m. PT
Sept. 17 Sun. at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, Calif. 1 p.m. PT
Sept. 22 Fri. at Pepperdine Malibu, Calif. 3 p.m. PT
Sept. 24 Sun. at Stanford Palo Alto, Calif. 1 p.m. PT
Oct. 6 Fri. *AIR FORCE SDSU Sports Deck 4 p.m. PT
Oct. 8 Sun. *UNLV SDSU Sports Deck 11:30 a.m. PT
Oct. 12 Thurs. *at Brigham Young Provo, Utah 7 p.m. MT
Oct. 15 Sun. *at Wyoming Laramie, Wyo. 1 p.m. MT
Oct. 19 Thurs. *at New Mexico Albuquerque, N.M. 7 p.m. MT
Oct. 22 Sun. *UTAH SDSU Sports Deck 1 p.m. PT
Oct. 25 Wed. at San Diego San Diego, Calif. 7 p.m. PT
Oct. 28 Sat. *at TCU Fort Worth, Texas Noon CT
Nov. 1-5 Wed.-Sat. at MWC Championships Salt Lake City, Utah TBA
Nov. 10-12 Fri.-Sun. NCAA First/Second Rounds at Campus Sites TBA
Nov. 17-19 Fri.-Sun. NCAA Third Round at Campus Sites TBA
Nov. 24-26 Fri.-Sun. NCAA Quarterfinals at Campus Sites TBA
Dec. 1-3 Fri.-Sun. at NCAA College Cup Cary, N.C. TBA 
$ - Boilermaker Challenge Cup (at Purdue)
^ - UC Irvine Classic
* - Mountain West Conference Game
CAPS - home games

�

Irvine, Calif.
UC Irvine
Sept. 8, 8 p.m.
UC Riverside
Sept. 10, 11 a.m.

�

Laramie, Wyo.
Wyoming
Oct. 15, 1 p.m. MT

�

Fort Worth, Texas
TCU
Oct. 28, Noon CT

�

West Lafayette, Ind.
Butler
Aug. 25, 4:30 p.m. ET
Purdue/W. Kentucky
Aug. 27, TBA

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

Albuquerque, N.M.
New Mexico
Oct. 19, 7 p.m. MT

�

San Diego, Calif.
Univ. of San Diego
Oct. 25, 7 p.m.

Los Angeles, Calif.
UCLA
Sept. 1, 7 p.m.

Malibu, Calif.
Pepperdine
Sept. 22, 3 p.m.

San Luis Obispo, Calif.
Cal Poly
Sept. 17, 1 p.m.

Palo Alto, Calif.
Stanford
Sept. 24, 1 p.m.

Provo, Utah
Brigham Young
Oct. 12, 7 p.m. MT

Salt Lake City, Utah
MWC Championship
Nov. 1-5

Carrie
Blankenbuhler



4

SDSU SOCCER

Season Outlook

U
N

IV
ER

SI
TY

/F
AC

IL
IT

IE
S 

  
  

  
 H

IS
TO

RY
  

  
  

 R
EV

IE
W

  
  

  
 P

LA
YE

R
S 

  
  

  
CO

AC
H

IN
G

 S
TA

FF
  

  
  

IN
TR

O
D

U
C

TI
O

N
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 

2006 SAN DIEGO STATE SOCCER www.goaztecs.com

After posting consecutive winning seasons
for the first time since 1998-99, narrowly

missing its second straight trip to the
Mountain West Conference championship
game and scoring its most goals since 2002,
the San Diego State women’s soccer team
looks poised to make a run for an NCAA
tournament berth in 2006. 

With 16 letterwinners, eight starters and
four of its top five goal scorers returning for
the 2006 campaign, a trip to NCAA’s seems
even more likely.

As was the case  last year, when SDSU went
11-9-2 but lost six games with their opponents
scoring in the last eight minutes of play, youth
and inexperience will be the main obstacle to
overcome for second-year head coach Mike
Giuliano and the Aztecs.

Of the 31 players on the 2006 roster, 23 are
either freshmen or sophomores, and only one,
senior Jennifer Klunder, has played for three
years at SDSU. 

“I know we have the talent,” Giuliano said.
“The question is will the young players be
able to adjust to the college level?”

These young and inexperienced players,
however, are not your normal players. Soccer
Buzz ranked SDSU’s 2006 recruiting class the
30th-best in the nation, after cracking the top
20 (No. 19) for the first time in school history.
in 2005.

"Our expectation is the NCAA tourna-
ment," Giuliano said. "We have a team that,
talent-wise, is the best team (the coaching
staff) have ever recruited. We just have to put
it all together. We want to be in the position to
win the (2006) MWC championship and
receive the (conference’s) automatic bid.”

Forwards 
What has arguably been San Diego State’s

weakness over the past few years seems to be
the glaring strength of the 2006 squad. After
scoring only 19 and 17 goals, respectively, in
2003 and 2004, the Aztecs exploded for 28
goals in 2005, with 24 coming from freshmen
and sophomores.

With sophomores Jen Mello and Erika
Sutton coming off a great summer of training
and the addition of Soccer Buzz nationally
ranked recruits Jessica Gordon and Heather
Vandevanter, the 2006 SDSU squad could
rack up goals at record pace.

“Our two-year goal was to improve this
offense,” Giuliano said. “We have worked
hard and we think the fruits of our labor  paid
off with this year’s group. Between (Jen)
Mello and Erika (Sutton), and our two
“Golden Boot” winners (Jessica Gordon and
Heather Vandevanter) coming in, we’re going
to score some goals.

“We have so many options and the compe-
tition for playing time is going to be great.
These kids are so good that we are going to
have to find playing time for them. We could
not be more excited about what we are going
to do offensively.” 

Mello led the team as a freshman with eight
goals and finished the season second on the
squad with 17 points. A terrific spring and an
even better summer could mean a big year for
the Pleasanton, Calif., native.

“Mello is playing as well as I have ever seen
her play,” Giuliano said. “I expect even
greater things out of her this season.” 

Sutton, a 2005 Soccer Buzz Freshman All-Far
West Region and all-MWC second-team
selection, is coming off one of the best fresh-
man seasons in Aztec history. Sutton, who
could also see playing time in the midfield
this season, led the team in points (20), assists
(10), shots (57), shots on goal (21) and game-

winning goals (four). Only two other Aztecs
(Lori LaCoursiere – 14 (1999) and Catherine
McGuire – 11 (1998)) have had more helpers
in a season then Sutton. 

“Erika keeps improving as the months go
on,” Giuliano said. “I had some coaches tell
me at the MWC tournament last year that
Erika was the best player there and I agree. I
really think she found herself in the tourna-
ment and finally figured out that she is good
enough to dominate a game.”

The addition of Gordon and Vandevanter
will add to an already potent offense.

“Jessica is probably the purest goal-scorer
we have ever recruited,” Giuliano said. “And
I could go on and on about Heather. She is a
pure target forward and knows how to play
that position better than anyone.”

Senior Jackie Ragudos, a transfer from Cal
Poly Pomona, and sophomore Becky Ryan,
who played all three skill positions in 2005,
should also see a fair amount of playing time.

“I’m crazy about (Jackie) Ragudos,”
Giuliano said. “Ryan is much improved and
was our leading scorer in the spring.”

Junior Tiphanie Elliott and sophomore
Alicia Piz, who both suffered season-ending
knee injuries in 2005, should also be in the
mix once they are healthy. Elliott had two
goals as a freshman and Piz registered four
points (one goal, two assists) in 2005 in just
nine games.

Sophomores Megan Petrik (four shots in
2005) and Leann Sgobba, who Giuliano calls
his smartest player, add depth in the front.

Midfielders 
The midfield should be strong for SDSU in

2006 with the return of all three of its starters
in juniors Jessica Girdner and Ashley Tenn,
and sophomore Mariko Strickland.

Alicia Piz

Tiphanie
Elliott

Mariko
Strickland
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Giuliano, however, would like to see an
improvement on the defensive side of the ball
from the midfield.

“Our whole goal with the midfielders is to
improve our team defense,” Giuliano said.
“We think that is something that we didn’t do
as well as we could have last year. We need
that more than ever with our young and inex-
perienced backfield.”

Girdner, a co-captain, has improved dra-
matically in each of her two seasons on The
Mesa and will be looked upon to provide vet-
eran leadership to such a young group.
Girdner scored both of her goals last season in
a near upset at Nebraska.

“Jessica Girdner has worked hard all sum-
mer and I’m anxious to see how she responds
now that she is a leader on this team,”
Giuliano said. “Ashley Tenn is back and
Mariko is coming off a club championship
and is ready to go.”

Tenn, a 2005 transfer from Nebraska, made
the most of her first season at San Diego State,
tallying one goal and one assist. 

Strickland showed flashes of brilliance in
2005 and finished the season second on the
team with three assists. The Anahola, Hawaii
native also was third on the squad in assists
(three), shots (33) and shots on goal (13).

“(Mariko) is our Ronaldinho of the mid-
field,” Giuliano said. “She’s magical with the
ball and works hard for all 90 minutes.”

The return of sophomore Carrie
Blankenbuhler and the addition of highly-
touted freshman Cat Walker will bolster the
midfield.

“(Carrie) had a terrific first year and is a
versatile performer who we will probably use
in the midfield and in the back,” Giuliano
said. “Then we add Cat Walker who is just a
tremendous talent at midfield.”

Blankenbuhler started eight games for the
Aztecs in 2005 and will see some time at both
midfielder and as a defender in the upcoming
campaign. 

Walker is a two-time club state champion
with the San Juan Spirits (Sacramento, Calif.)
and is also a member of the Cal North ODP
State team and member of the Super Y
National Select team. 

“Considering how much depth we have at
forward, we anticipate bringing a couple back
to play in the midfield,” Giuliano said. “We
just know there are too many big-time players
on the front line to have none of them play
other positions.” 

Some of those candidates include clutch
goal-scorers Klunder and junior Lisa Nielsen.
All four of Klunder’s career goals have been
game-winning tallies, while Nielsen (two
goals, three assists in career) has one game-
winning goal and had the final score in
SDSU’s 2-0 upset over No. 17 Brigham Young
in the MWC tournament.

“We fell Jen (Klunder) may have found her
nitch in the midfield,” Giuliano said. “Lisa
(Nielsen) works hard and always seems to
find a spot on the field.”

Ryan and sophomore Jillian Riker will add
depth and could also see playing time in the
midfield.

Defenders
Unlike the last two seasons, where the

Aztecs surrendered only 41 goals in 43 games,
the defense is the bigger question of this
year’s team. SDSU loses three defensive
starters from a year ago, including three-time
first-team all-MWC performer Alexis Solovij
and two-time all-MWC selection Amanda
Swiader.

Sophomore Millie Allen, a starter in all 21

games she played in 2006, will lead a defense
that could start four underclassmen. 

“Millie has been playing well over the sum-
mer and she certainly is playing her best soc-
cer,” Giuliano said. “She just keeps getting
better and better.”

Junior co-captain Ashley Young will also
vie for a starting job after starting in the back-
field much of her freshman season and seeing
significant playing time a year ago.

“Ashley Young won a starting job at the
end of last season and she is back,” Giuliano
said.

“When we sit down and look at a potential
lineup, there are so many names that we have
put down at that position. Our success rides
on how well our four defenders in the back
will play and adjust to college soccer.”

What the Aztecs lose in experience from
last season, they certainly make up in talent.

Five recruits from Giuliano’s 2006 national-
ly ranked recruiting class are defenders. 

“When she is healthy, Lauren Leslie is as
good a defender as we have ever recruited,”
Giuliano said. “And we’ve seen moments of
brilliance out of Allie Crowson, Lauren
Marquez, Leslie White and Shayla Williams.”

Leslie, a member of the Southern Cal Blues
club team, is a blazingly fast defender and a
member of the Cal South ODP state team. 

"Lauren's nickname is `Fly,' and when you
see her play, you will know why," Giuliano
said. "She's as quick and as fast as any player
on our squad.”

Crowson was named Utah's 5A most valu-
able player and was a first-team all-state
selection for Brighton High School, leading
the squad to the state championship her sen-
ior season.

"Allie plays soccer the way that it was
meant to be played - with her feet, head and

Jennifer 
Klunder

Carrie
Blankenbuhler

Millie Allen
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her heart," Giuliano said. "She is a tenacious
and passionate defender who loves the chal-
lenge of marking the opponent's best player.”

Marquez, a member of the Southern
California PDP program which recognizes the
top 50 players in the region, played for the SC
Blues with Leslie. At Walnut High School,
Marquez led the Mustangs to three consecu-
tive CIF titles, while earning third-team all-
CIF honors and first-team all-league recogni-
tion. 

"Lauren is a fast and technically brilliant
player who can play at either a defender or
midfielder position," Giuliano said. 

White, a club teammate with incoming for-
ward Jessica Gordon on the Slammers, will
battle for playing time in the back. 

"Leslie is one of those players who gets bet-
ter each and ever time that I see her," Giuliano
said. "Her best soccer is definitely ahead of
her. She is the tallest and strongest of our
recruits, and as she continues to refine her
ball work, there is no limit to what she can
accomplish." 

Williams was a first-team all-CIF performer
at Cathedral Catholic High School in San
Diego and a member of the San Diego Surf
club team.

"Shayla is the very definition of a quality
defender," Giuliano said. "She plays with
aggression, is very fast, and she reads the
field very well.”

Riker, Ryan and sophomore Kristen
Seniura could also see playing time in the
backfield. 

Goalkeepers
The Aztecs return all four of their goal-

keepers from a year ago and all could chal-
lenge for a staring job, although the job is jun-
ior Cat Burson’s to lose.

“We feel we have four really good goal-
keepers,” Giuliano said. “They’re better and
stronger and have trained well in the offsea-
son. Although Cat is the incumbent, and I
know she has worked extremely hard this
summer, the competition for that starting job
will make it a fun camp.”

Burson had a remarkable year in 2005,
posting a 5-5-2 record with a 0.95 goals
against average, third-lowest in the history of
the program. She posted four shutouts with
an impressive 84.4 save percentage. 

Sophomore Christi Yount, a former
“Golden Glove” winner for the Slammers
club team, will also compete for playing time
after starting 10 contests in the 2005 cam-
paign. Yount went 6-4 with a 1.09 goals
against average. Of her six wins, four were
shutouts.

“We have a lot of trust in Christi as well,”
Giuliano said. “She will give Cat some good
competition.”

Redshirt sophomore Melissa Deckers and
redshirt freshman Jill Foss could also con-
tribute for SDSU. Deckers has appeared in
three games in her career, while Foss seems to
improve each practice.

“We believe that Melissa and Jill can make
things interesting,” Giuliano said. “We’ve
seen them shine at practice and in spring
drills.”

The Schedule
Once again, the Aztecs will play one of the

toughest schedules on the West Coast. Out of
its 19 games, SDSU will play 10 opponents
who advanced to the 2005 NCAA soccer tour-
nament. 

Seven of the 10 teams will be non-confer-
ence games for the Aztecs, including five on

the road (Purdue – Aug. 27, UCLA – Sept. 1,
UC Riverside – Sept. 10, Pepperdine – Sept.
22, and Stanford – Sept. 24). SDSU will also
play host to Cal State Fullerton on Sept. 12
and Creighton on Sept. 15.

“Once again we have one of the toughest
schedules around,” Giuliano said. “We have
been committed since day one to put on as
many big-time teams on the schedule as we
can find.” 

The Aztecs open conference play with
home games against Air Force (Oct. 6) and
UNLV (Oct. 8), before a three-game road trip
to Brigham Young (Oct. 12), Wyoming (Oct.
15) and New Mexico (Oct. 19). 

Following a home match against Utah on
Oct. 22, SDSU will continue its rivalry with a
non-conference match at San Diego on Oct.
25. The Aztecs will end their regular season
with a trip to TCU on Oct. 28.

“The Mountain West is going to be strong
once again,” Giuliano said. “We had three
teams in the NCAA’s last year for the first
time ever, and a couple of other teams, us
included, could make their case for an invita-
tion. It’s going to be a dogfight.” 

The MWC championships will be played
in Salt Lake City, Utah, on the campus of the
Utes in early November. 

Cat Burson

Jillian Riker

Associate Coach
Mike Friesen


