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San Diego State vs. Utah State Postgame Quotes
San Diego State 66, Utah State 67
Steve Fisher Court at Viejas Arena | San Diego, Calif. | December 28, 2024

Head Coach Brian Dutcher

Opening Statement:

“This is the Mountain West, and that's what Utah State did last year. It's like déja vu. | don't know how many games they won
at the buzzer last year. They won those games and continue fo find a way to make shots this year to win a very tough road
game at Viejas Arena. Our crowd was sensational. It was unbelievable to play in this environment and have this kind of home
support. We're so grateful for that. We did a good job against their matchup zone in the first half and got a lot of the shots we
wanted. In the second half, we got the ball right around the rim but couldn't get anything to fall. Jared Coleman-Jones, in the
first play in the second half, missed a layup. We had a couple at the rim that wouldn't go in. So you're like, ‘Well, the offense
is bad.’ The offense is the sume, the shots just weren't falling, and somefimes that happens. You get to your spot and the ball
doesn't go in. That's a simplistic approach, but their defense is good. It's been good all year. It's one of the best that we're
going fo play against all year. On a positive note, they're the ninth-best offensive rebounding team in the country. We out-
rebounded, and we out-offensive rebounded them. Assists were close at 16 to 11. It's two really good Mountain West teams
playing against each other. It came down to the call that they get right and wrong 50 percent of the time — the block charge. |
thought we had a chance at a charge because Miles Byrd saw the play so far in advance. He was waiting for it. That's no
disparagement fo the officiating. That's a hard call. That's just the nature of the game. We sfill have to get the final stop. They
made a timely three with the game on the line. They had to run a full possession to get it, and they knocked down a three.
[Tucker Anderson], who scored the game-winning three, was shooting 18 or 19% for three on the season. We knew [Anderson]
was a shooter. He just hadn't found rhythm yet, and he made four threes against us, and he made the most critical one with
the game on the line. When [Anderson] made it, there were six seconds on the clock. | looked up and I tried to call a timeout;
whether it was the official not seeing me or my players, that didn't happen. With the remaining time, Wayne [McKinney [1l]
was a little indecisive and unsure what he wanted to do, and then pulled up and shot a three. He got a look. But I'm the perfect
example of that, aren't I? Two years ago, we went fo the national championship game because | didn't take a timeout.
Tonight, | was trying fo take a fimeout. We don't get it and we don't win the game. That's basketball. Players either make
coaches look good or bad, and I'll take my guys going downhill. | would like to set it up with spacing a little better, but it didn't
happen. Hats off to Utah State. | told the team we're going fo have 16 or 17 games just like this. Every game in the Mountain
West goes right to the end. That's this conference, and it's going fo be that way for a lot more games. We have to be mentally
tough enough fo step up and keep playing the way we're capable of playing.”
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On Utah State’s defense:

"Utah State makes you take a lot of threes because you don't get fo the basket very often. | don't know how many fimes we
got in the paint. Jared [ Coleman-Jones] and Taj [DeGourville] got in there and made an assist on a back-cut layup. That's the
nature of their defense. They made us play all the way to the end of the shot dlock, where we had to hoist a couple up. We
were trying to penetrate the zone and exhaust possession. We didn’t come down and take quick threes. | thought the one
[Miles] Byrd shot late in the second half was a good look. It was early, but he was wide open. At some level, you have to make
them. We were six for 13 in the first half, and that's why we had the lead. We took some desperation threes, but the one that
BJ [Davis] took at the end of the shot clock, he walked him into it. He took a rhythm dribble into it. That's a shot | have all the
confidence in the world in BJ taking. It's where you're falling away, desperately trying to get it in that just doesn’t go well. BJ
had space, and he walked him in and pulled and it didn't go in. That's the difference in the game. They made one, and |
thought we had a pretty good rhythm three that didn't go in.”

On his choice of lineup:

"l thought Magoon [Gwath] was fumbling a few passes and we tried to play four guards against their zone to get more
penetration and another shooter out there that was playing a little better at the fime. It's a decision | made that | don't think
hurt us defensively. If it's hurting you ot one end of the floor, you don't do it. Taj [Degourville] came in and made that one
assist, driving the gap and hit Jared [Coleman-Jones] for a back-cut dunk. The four guards, at times, worked for us and played
well.”

Sophomore Guard Miles Byrd

On being a young team experiencing a tough loss:

"| believe we could have won, and I still believe we can win these games. We were very dominant in the first half, which is the
type of team we are, but we showed our lack of maturity ot the end of the first half and during the second. Nick [Boyd] and |
agree that this team is destined for greatness. Sometimes you need these types of losses to keep you humble and pushing.”

On the atmosphere and physicality of the game:

"This is what it's like playing in the Mountain West. We are going to go to af least five or six different spots that are going to be
exactly like this. They're going to be physical games, hard for refs to decide what are fouls and what are not fouls. We are not
the only arena in our conference that sells out and has a great crowd. This is a really good baskethall conference, and this was
Mountain West basketball.”

Senior Guard Nick Boyd

On struggling late in the first half after playing well:

"That is just the game of basketball. It is a game of runs where teams get hot back and forth, but it is about how you handle
the runs. Today, we did not handle their runs fo the best of our ability, which is what gave them an opportunity to hit a big-
fime shot at the end of the game.”

On how to move on after a tough loss:

"'l be getting back to work and coming into the gym with energy. Basketball is something | love to do, win or lose. | love fo
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win, but no matter what, I'll be back in the gym ready to work. This is what I've dreamed of since | was a little kid. If you let a
game like this keep you down, you don't want to play at a high level.”
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