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Beholding the Glory With Unveiled Faces
- 2 Corinthians 3:1-18 L AAE
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Acts 20:1-2 “1 After the uproar ceased, Paul sent for the
disciples, and after encouraging them, he said farewell
and departed for Macedonia.

The Book of 2 Corinthians is written (57 AD)

2 When he had gone through those regions and had

given them much encouragement, he came to Greece.”
1 Corinthians was written to address problems in Corinth,
but 2 Corinthians was written as a book of comfort for the
church in Corinth.

But, one of the issues that Paul had to deal with was the

problem caused by the “Super-Apostles” of 2
Corinthians 11:5, 12:11
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But, one of the issues that Paul had to deal with was the

problem caused by the “Super-Apostles” of 2
Corinthians 11:5, 12:11

People who preached “Works-Righteousness”.

- Similar to those of Galatians 1 and 2. People who
came from Jerusalem to the churches Paul had
planted, telling them they needed to follow
Jewish law to be followers of Jesus. Preached that
a person is saved by Jesus PLUS the law, not by
Jesus alone.

2 Corinthians 3:1-18 1s a direct confrontation to

Works-Righteousness.



2 Corinthians 3:1-18 1s a direct confrontation to

Works-Righteousness.

“Who is sufficient for these things?” (2 Corinthians 2:16 )

* These things refer to God’s work in and through Paul.
Is there any merit or personal accomplishments of Paul that

credential him as a follower of Jesus, and speak in Christ?

2 Corinthians 3:5 “Not that we are sufficient in
ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our
sufficiency is from God,” (He does it all!!)

Since God is sufficient (He does it all) our salvation




2 Corinthians 3:1-18 1s a direct confrontation to

Works-Righteousness.

B Since God 1s sufficient (He does it all) our salvation
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2 Corinthians 3 - The Impact of God’s Sufficiency On
ePaul’s credentialing (worthiness)

e What it looks like to be accepted by God (salvation)
e How to read scripture (wisdom and understanding)
e What it looks like to be in fellowship with God
(fellowship),

 How one is transformed by God (renewal and




2 Corithians 3

'l Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, as some do, letters of recommendation to you, or
from you?"

2 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation,
written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. 3 And

you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us,
il written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, |
A not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. |




2 Corithians 3
2 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation,

written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. 3 And
you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us,
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God,

not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.
Paul is referring to the Old Testament Prophecy of

* Jeremiah 31:31-34: A New Covenant for the forgiveness
8 of sins and relationally knowing God.
, « Ezekiel 11:19-20, 36:26-27: The Lord will put a New
“=! Spirit into the New Covenant People and turn their
hearts of stone to flesh, and lead them.

{ |The fulfillment of prophecy in the lives of the
| [Corinthians is Paul’s proof of the gospel he preaches.
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2 Corithians 3
2 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation,

written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. 3 And
you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us,
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God,
not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ

toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to

claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is
from God,

6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”
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2 Corithians 3

6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”
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“The Letter” = The Law and Works Righteousness.
The old covenant of the law was one of works, and it was not
sufficient to give life. 'Works righteousness kills.

But, there is a New Covenant, not of the letter but of
the Spirit, that gives life
* (The fulfillment of Jeremiah 31, Ezekiel 11, 36).

2 Corinthians 3:7-18 explains how the New Covenant
under Christ is different from the Old. He does so
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Exodus 34:29-35 "29 When
Moses came down from Mount
Sinai, with the two tablets of the
testimony in his hand as he came
down from the mountain, Moses
did not know that the skin of his
face shone because he had been

talking with God. 30 Aaron and
all the people of Israel saw
Moses, and behold, the skin of
his face shone, and they were
afraid to come near him. ... 35

“Moses would put the veil over
his face.”




Wl to an end, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit

2 Corithians 3
7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in

letters on stone, came with such glory that the
Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ tace
because of its glory, which was being brought

------
-------
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§ have even more glory?”

The law itself is glorious—it reveals the holiness of God.
But when sinners encounter the law without the Spirit,

the only outcome is condemnation. The law cannotdo |
what it demands. The law shows the standard, and then it|
shows you that you are not it. That is why Paul calls the |
old covenant and its law the ministry of death.




2 Corithians 3
7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in

letters on stone, came with such glory that the
Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ tace

because of its glory, which was being brought |
to an end, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit

8 have even more glory?”
9 For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the

~ ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 10

M Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have no

£ Al glory atall, because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if
BB hat was being brought to an end came with glory, much

more will what is permanent have glory.”

The law (works-righteousness) has no power to save.
But there is a greater righteousness coming that does.




2 Corithians 3
9 For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the
ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 10
Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have nc
glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if
what was being brought to an end came with glory, much
more will what is permanent have glory.”

12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like
Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the
[sraelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being

brought to an end.” What is being brought to an end?
- The Old Covenant of Law.
Y What is the OUTCOME of what was being brought to an end?

“the ministry of death and the ministry of condemnation.”




2 Corithians 3
12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like

Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the
[sraelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being

brought to anend.”  What is being brought to an end?
- The Old Covenant of Law.
What is the OUTCOME of what was being brought to an end?
“the ministry of death and the ministry of condemnation.”

The people saw the holiness of God reflected in the glory of
Moses’ face, a God so holy and righteous that they could not
live in His presence. That is what terrified them. And so a
veil was placed to protect them from God’s glory reflected in

Moses face.




2 Corithians 3
12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like

Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the
[sraelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being

brought to an end.”

14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they
read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted,
because only through Christ is it taken away. 15 Yes, to this
day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts.

The Israelites could not look at Moses’ face because the
glory of God was reflected there, and in that glory they
saw their sinfulness, with its outcome, death.

16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.




2 Corithians 3

14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they
read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted,
because only through Christ is it taken away. 15 Yes, to this
day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts.

= In the exact same way, the Curtain of the
i I—Ioly of Holies kept people from entering
| God’s glory and presence.

Anyone today who seeks to approach
God through works righteousness, that
veil of separation remains.

16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil 1s removed.




2 Corithians 3 14 Only through Christ is it taken away...

16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.

How does one turn to the Lord? You stop trusting
in your own sufficiency and begin trusting in His.
The veil is removed when you confess with your
mouth and believe in your heart that Jesus is Lord.
That He alone is the fulfillment of the righteous
demands of the law, a righteousness that He has
given to you in exchange for your sin.

What happens when the Veil is Removed?
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is

treedom.  Freedom from the veil. Freedom from condemnation. Freedom from
separation. Without the veil, we enjoy the presence of God.



2 Corithians 3 14 Only through Christ is it taken away...

16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.

What happens when the Veil is Removed?

17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom.

18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

By the Spirit, you beholding Christ — His holiness, His grace, is sacrifice,
His resurrection — and the Spirit uses that beholding to make you look
more like Him. From one degree of glory to another. This is sanctification.
You change by not adding more to what Christ has done,
but by beholding Him.



Application:
* First: Stop adding to the gospel.
* Second: Turn to the Lord.
* Third: Read your Bible differently.
* Four: Understand how you change.

 Five: Live 1in freedom.




