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50 AD to 52 AD: Paul Ministers in Corinth (Acts 18)

53 AD to 56/57 AD: Paul Ministers in Ephesus (Acts 19)
54 AD: While in Ephesus, Paul receives news of probelms in Corinth

Competing Factions, Sexual Immorality,
Lawsuits among Believers, Confusion
about Marriage, Idolatry, Disorder in
Worship, Confusion about the Resurrection

54 AD: Paul writes 1 Corinthinas in
response.

54/55 AD: Paul travels to Corinth from
Ephesus. The visit did not go well.

Publicly wronged and humiliated, his
authority challenged, his physical
appearance mocked, his speech

dismissed, his a_CinN-S twisted, and no 56 AD: Paul promises to return to Corinth after
one defended him. he leaves Ephesus. BUT HE DOES NOT
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2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4 1s Paul explaining why
appearance mocked, his speech he changed his mind.

dismissed, his actions twisted, and no Paul’s explanation is an example of Godly
one defended him. Discernment.




2 Covinthians Paul’s explanati?n is an example of Godly
Discernment.

1:12 For our boast 1s this. the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved 1n the

world with simplicity and|{godly sincerity|not by|earthly wisdom|but by the grace of

God, and supremely so toward you.

Godly Sincerity

Godly Wisdom
Godly Discernment

So what 1s godly sincerity? What does it look like to behave in this world
with godly wisdom? Looking at Paul’s example, there are four indicators
or marks of godly discernment.

What Godly Discernment looks like.



2 Corinthians What Godly Discernment looks like.

1. Godly discernment begins with seeking to do what pleases God.

1:12 For our boast 1s this, the testimony 0 that we behaved 1n the
world with simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of
God, and supremely so toward you. God’s grace empowers us to do what pleases Him.

13 For we are not writing to you anything other than what you read and understand
and I hope vou will fully understand— 14 just as vou did partially understand us—

that on the day of our Lord Jesus you will boast of us as we will boast of you.

Paul's conscience 1s not clear because he has convinced himself of his own
rightness. His conscience 1s clear because he 1s looking toward that tuture

day of the Lord.

Paul’s conscience is calibrated to what pleases God. (/n the eyes of God, are these
actions of mine right? Is what I am doing pleasing to Him?) “(vs 14) One day, you
will see that what I have done was pleasing to God.”
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Paul’s conscience is calibrated to what pleases God. (/n the eyes of God, are these
actions of mine right? Is what I am doing pleasing to Him?) “(vs 14) One day, you
will see that what I have done was pleasing to God.”

How does a person know what pleases and displeases God?
By His grace, God has given us His word.

Godly discernment begins with seeking to please God and knowing what pleases
Him through His Word, and standing in His grace to do it.



2 Corinthians What Godly Discernment looks like.
1. Godly discernment begins with seeking to do what pleases God.

2. Godly discernment is anchored in and flows from God’s Faithfulness.

1:15 Because I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you might
have a second experience of grace. 16 I wanted to visit you on my way to
Macedonia, and to come back to you from Macedonia and have you send me on
my way to Judea. 17 Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make my
plans according to the flesh, ready to say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same
time? 18 As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No.
19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus
and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but in him 1t 1s always Yes. 20 For all the
promises of God find their Yes in him. That 1s why 1t 1s through him that we utter
our Amen to God for his glory. 21 And it 1s God who establishes us with you in
Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who has also put his seal on us and given us
his Spirit 1n our hearts as a guarantee.”
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his Spirit 1n our hearts as a guarantee. BeParbw (establishes) = legal guarantee

Paul’s Defense is...

cpoyYllo® (seal) Mark of ownershi
God the Father 1s faithful. Ppiryiim (seal) p

and authentication

Christ the Son 1s the Yes of every promise.

The Spirit in our hearts is the guarantee. | appapov (guarantee) = Down payment
or Engagement Ring.




2 Corinthians What Godly Discernment looks like.

1. Godly discernment begins with seeking to do what pleases God.

2. Godly discernment is anchored in and flows from God’s Faithfulness.

3. Godly discernment seeks the good of others (and gets out of God’s way).

“23 ButI call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained

from coming again to Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work
with you for your joy, for you stand firm 1n your faith.

Paul changes his plans because of the greater faithfulness he has to the people of
Corinth. His faithfulness was for their spiritual well-being (Faith and Joy). That

was Paul’s greater promise to them, and in this falthfulness he never changed.
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should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the
joy of you all. 4 For I wrote to you out of much aftliction and anguish of heart and

with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I
have for you.”
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Paul changes his plans because of the greater faithfulness he has to the people of
Corinth. His faithfulness was for their spiritual well-being (Faith and Joy). That
was Paul’s greater promise to them, and 1n this faithfulness, he never changed.

Paul recognized that the best thing he could do for them, out of that tfaithfulness
for them, was not to go to them. What they needed was for him to stay away.

Godly discernment gets out of God’s way.
should have made me rejoice, Tor I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the
joy of you all. 4 For I wrote to you out of much aftliction and anguish of heart and
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2 Corinthians What Godly Discernment looks like.
1. Godly discernment begins with seeking to do what pleases God.

2. Godly discernment is anchored in and flows from God’s Faithfulness.

3. Godly discernment seeks the good of others (and gets out of God’s way).

4. Godly discernment requires trusting God

Godly Discernment Earlthly Wisdom
“Trust the Lord in All Things™ “Depend upon no one but yourself™
“Seek what pleases God.” “Seek what pleases you.”
“Practice faithfulness because God 1s “Do what 1s most convenient and
faithful.” advantageous for you.”
“Seek the good of others, and when “Seek the good of self through power

necessary, get out of God’s way.” and control.”



Godly Discernment Earlthly Wisdom

A God Centered Life A Self Centered Life

“Trust the Lord in All Things” “Depend upon no one but yourself™
“Seek what pleases God.” “Seek what pleases you.”
“Practice faithfulness because God is “Do what 1s most convenient and
faithful.” advantageous for you.”
“Seek the good of others, and when “Seek the good of self through power
necessary, get out of God’s way.” and control.”

The Difterence between Godly Discernment and Earthly Wisdom 1s
where the center 1s: God or the Self
(God s Will Be Done or My Will Be Done).

Godly Discernment comes through standing on the “Yes” God spoke 1n
His Son, and on the Spirit He has given to us.

The God who kept His word to you in Christ is the God who will be
faithful to you in every decision you face. TRUST HIM.
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