
xi

Contents

Prologue: On the Rise of Scientific Philosophy—An Overview .................. xv

1 The Origins of Logical Empiricism—Roots of the Vienna  
Circle Before the First World War ........................................................ 1
1.1 Mach, Boltzmann, Einstein, and the Vienna Circle ....................... 14

Part I  The Vienna Circle and Logical Empiricism  
Between the Wars—Emergence and Banishment

2 The Vienna Circle and Logical Empiricism  
in the First Republic ............................................................................... 29
2.1 The Sociocultural Framework: The “Late Enlightenment” ........... 31

3 The Non-public Phase of the Vienna Circle 1918–1928 ....................... 41
3.1 The Formative Years 1918–1924: Hans Hahn— 

The “Actual Founder of the Vienna Circle” ................................... 41
3.2 The Institutionalization of the Schlick Circle 1924–1928:  

Between Tractatus and Structure ................................................... 44

4 The Public Phase of the Vienna Circle:  
From 1929 Until the “Anschluss” .......................................................... 59
4.1 The Internal Development of Logical Empiricism ........................ 59

4.1.1 The Schlick Circle—Overview and Documentation  
of Its Scientific Communication ...................................... 69

4.2 The External Development of Logical Empiricism Until the 
“Anschluss” .................................................................................... 146
4.2.1 The Ernst Mach Society (1928–1934) ............................. 146
4.2.2 The Manifesto The Scientific Conception  

of the World. The Vienna Circle (1929) ............................ 149
4.2.3 The First International Meeting—Prague 1929 ............... 153



xii

4.2.4 The Lectures Presented at the Ernst Mach Society  
1929–1932—A Commentary on the Popularization  
of the Scientific World Conception .................................. 155

4.2.5 Internationalization and Emigration Since 1930 .............. 161

5 Karl Menger’s Vienna Circle: The Mathematical  
Colloquium 1928–1936 ........................................................................... 195
5.1 The Mathematical Colloquium and Three Lecture Series ............. 199
5.2 The Principle of Logical Tolerance—The Relativization 

of the Dichotomy of Analytic and Synthetic Propositions ............. 201
5.3 Wittgenstein, Brouwer, and the Vienna Circle ............................... 203
5.4 Karl Menger and Kurt Gödel—The Genius as Seen  

by His Mentor ................................................................................ 205
5.5 The Mathematical Colloquium and Three Lecture Series— 

A Survey of Scientific Communication ......................................... 206

6 Wittgenstein and the Vienna Circle: Thought Style  
and Thought Collective ........................................................................... 219
6.1 Establishing Contact—The Outsider and the Group ..................... 219
6.2 The Physicalism Dispute: Between Reception  

and Plagiarism ................................................................................ 224
6.3 Mentalities: Philosophy and Science as Language-Games ............ 228
6.4 Conversations Between Wittgenstein, Schlick,  

and Waismann: An Overview ......................................................... 230
6.4.1 Preliminary Remark ......................................................... 230

7 Heinrich Gomperz, Karl Popper, and the Vienna Circle—Between 
Demarcation and Family Resemblance ................................................. 235
7.1 Heinrich Gomperz and the Vienna Circle ...................................... 235
7.2 The Gomperz Circle—Discussions 1929–1931 (Fragments) ........ 242
7.3 The Logic of Scientific Discovery in Context ................................. 243
7.4 Some Remarks on the ‘Popper-Legend’ ........................................ 250
7.5 Documentation: Popper and the Vienna Circle—Excerpt 

from an Interview with Sir Karl Popper (1991) ............................. 258

8 The Philosophical and Political Pluralism  
of the Vienna Circle—The Example of Otto Neurath  
and Moritz Schlick .................................................................................. 277

9 The Role of the Universities and Institutes of Adult  
Education—The Demise of Reason ....................................................... 285
9.1 The Vienna Circle and the University of Vienna ............................ 285

9.1.1 The General Intellectual and Political Situation  
at the Universities in Vienna ............................................ 285

9.1.2 The Position of Scientific Philosophy .............................. 286

Contents



xiii

9.1.3 The Political Situation at the Universities  
in the First Republic ......................................................... 289

9.1.4 Hans Hahn and the Vereinigung sozialistischer 
Hochschullehrer (Union of Socialist  
University Teachers) ........................................................ 290

9.1.5 University Politics During the Transition  
to the Ständestaat ............................................................. 292

9.1.6 The Appointment of Moritz Schlick in 1922 ................... 293
9.1.7 Edgar Zilsel’s Attempted Habilitation in 1923–24 .......... 294
9.1.8 The Appointment of Hans Eibl and Viktor  

Kraft in 1924 .................................................................... 296
9.1.9 The Appointment to Heinrich Gomperz’s  

Chair in 1934 .................................................................... 297
9.1.10 The Appointment to Moritz Schlick’s Chair  

in 1937 and the Resignation of Karl Menger ................... 298
9.1.11 Moritz Schlick and the Dismissal  

of Friedrich Waismann ..................................................... 300
9.2 University, School Reform, and Adult Education .......................... 301

9.2.1 Survey: Courses, Seminars and Lectures  
of Vienna Circle Members ............................................... 308

9.3 “Words Divide—Pictures Unite”: Otto Neurath’s “Social 
and Economic Museum,” Picture Statistics, and Isotype ............... 340
9.3.1 The “Social and Economic Museum  

in Vienna,” 1925–1934 ..................................................... 340
9.3.2 “The Vienna Method of Picture Statistics”  

and “Isotype” ................................................................... 341
9.3.3 Picture Statistics and the Political Graphic Art 

of Constructivism ............................................................. 343
9.3.4 The Vienna Method of Picture Statistics  

and School Education ...................................................... 345
9.3.5 Visual Education and Adult Education ............................ 347

10 Epilogue: The Exodus of Scientific Reason .......................................... 353

Part II  The Vienna Circle—The Biographical  
and Bibliographical Dimension

11 An Overview of the Vienna Circle ......................................................... 367
11.1 The Vienna Circle in Diagrams ...................................................... 367
11.2 Register of the Journal Erkenntnis/Journal  

of Unified Science I–VIII (1930–1940) .......................................... 378
11.3 Survey of Contents Schriften zur wissenschaftlichen  

Weltauffassung, 1928–1937 ........................................................... 392
11.4 Survey of Contents Einheitswissenschaft ...................................... 393
11.5 Survey of Contents Foundations of the  

Unity of Science, 1938–1951 ......................................................... 394

Contents



xiv

12 The Vienna Circle and Its Periphery:  
Biographies and Biobibliographies ....................................................... 397
12.1 The Inner Circle: Biography, Bibliography, Literature .................. 397
12.2 The Periphery: Biography, Bibliography, Literature ..................... 498
12.3 Moritz Schlick’s Doctoral Students, Disciples,  

and Guests in the Context of the Vienna Circle ............................. 593
12.3.1 Schlick’s Doctoral Students ............................................. 593
12.3.2 Moritz Schlick’s Guests and Associates  

at the Vienna Circle .......................................................... 595

13 Documentation: The Murder of Moritz Schlick .................................. 597
13.1 Editorial Remarks .......................................................................... 597
13.2 Documents Concerning the Murder of Moritz Schlick -  

The Prehistory, the Murder Trial, and the Consequences .............. 600

Sources and Literature ................................................................................... 633
  1 Published Sources and Literature ............................................. 633

 1.1 Bibliographies on Logical Empiricism ........................... 633
 1.2 Used and Quoted Literature ............................................ 634
2 Unpublished Sources ............................................................... 666
3 Personal Conversations and Interviews ................................... 667

Photo and Illustration Credits ....................................................................... 669

Index of Names ................................................................................................ 671

Contents



http://www.springer.com/978-3-319-16560-8


