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Preface

The idea for this book was launched at the first meeting of the Nordic 
network for Barnahus research in 2014. The network was established on 
the initiative of Norwegian Social Research (NOVA) with the aim of 
stimulating research and scholarly discussions on the Nordic Barnahus 
model. This book is a first contribution to that end.

The book aims to define and contribute to the evolving research field 
that has developed in parallel with the implementation of the Nordic 
Barnahus model. As reflected by the contributions in the book, this 
is an interdisciplinary research field, spanning disciplines such as law, 
criminology, sociology, political science, socio-legal studies, social work, 
psychology and medicine. It also encompasses different  methodologies. 
The book gathers contributions from all Nordic countries and offers 
an interdisciplinary and comparative approach to different  dimensions 
of the Barnahus model. It also combines a critical research  perspective 
with a more practice- and policy-related approach, as well as  combining 
 in-depth chapters from the different Nordic countries and an 
 overarching comparative analysis.

The network and book project have received support from vari-
ous agencies that we wish to thank here: The Norwegian Ministry of 
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Justice and Public Security provided a grant for the first two meetings, 
Children’s Welfare Foundation Sweden (Stiftelsen Allmänna Barnhuset) 
invited us to Sätra Bruk for a two-day seminar, Stockholm’s Barnahus 
hosted a half-day seminar and the Research Council of Norway pro-
vided funding for the book to be published open access.

This book is published by Palgrave Macmillan as an open access 
publication. Our Commissioning Editors in Criminology at Palgrave 
Macmillan, first Julia Willan and later Josephine Taylor, provided  
 valuable support and good advice throughout the process. At Palgrave  
Macmillan, Stephanie Carey also offered much appreciated 
 administrative support. We would also like to thank the two anonymous 
reviewers who gave valuable recommendations in the process with this 
book, not least concerning the introductory and final chapters.

A warm thank you also to the authors who have contributed to the 
book—for stimulating discussions and stamina in the process of revis-
ing chapters. We especially wish to thank Bragi Guðbrandsson, Hrefna 
Friðriksdottir and Anja Bredal, who read and commented on an early 
draft of the introductory chapter. We also thank Bragi Guðbrandsson, 
Minna Sinkkonen, Oddbjørg Balle, Lene Mosegaard Søbjerg, Arnajaraq 
Poulsen and the Danish National Board of Social Services for valuable 
information on the different country models that are described in the 
appendix of this book.

The editors’ work with this book was also made possible thanks to 
support from various sources. Susanna Johansson’s work has been 
partly financed through a postdoc fellowship from the Scandinavian 
Research Council for Criminology (NSfK) and  a postdoc position in 
social work at Lund University. Kari Stefansen and Elisiv Bakketeig’s 
work have been partly financed by the Domestic Violence Research 
Programme at NOVA, funded by the Norwegian Ministry of Justice 
and Public Security. Anna Kaldal’s contribution has been partly within 
the project Children’s Way Through Barnahus, financed by the City of 
Stockholm, Research and Development and Faculty of Law, Stockholm 
University.

Our hope is that this book will stimulate further research and discus-
sion of the Nordic Barnahus model and inter-related research areas. We 
also hope that it can work as a resource for professionals involved in 
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Barnahus work, for students who want to learn more about Barnahus 
and for stakeholders and governments who are looking to improve col-
laborative work against child abuse—within the Nordic context and 
beyond.
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