Foreword

This White Paper on Joint Replacements aims to present an impartial review and a compre-
hensive overview of the current healthcare situation for hip and knee arthroplasty patients in
Germany.

White Papers present independent information on topics that are relevant to society. This
White Paper is based on comprehensive literature reviews and data research which have been
evaluated in collaboration with experts in the field of endoprosthetics to give a sound summa-
ry of the current situation. In addition, it identifies needs for action to improve care. It also
identifies various needs for action towards the improvement of care. White Papers on
health-related topics can therefore contribute to shaping medical care and healthcare policies.
The IGES Institute has presented White Papers on multiple sclerosis, stroke prevention in
atrial fibrillation, acute coronary syndrome and diabetes mellitus.

Hip and knee arthroplasty are amongst the most frequently performed procedures in German
hospitals. Common reasons for performing this surgery are joint wear or fractures which
occur considerably more frequently in old age. Surgical procedures are continuously being
refined and treatment pathways have to be adapted to increasing demands.

How successful are current surgical treatments? How have case numbers for hip and knee
surgery developed over the past few years? Which healthcare structures do we need in order
to meet the rising demands of an increasingly aging population in the future? What do
renowned experts call for with regard to future arthroplasty care?

The authors and experts investigate these questions and further issues in the following
chapters.

As the editors of this book, we would like to thank the authors of the individual chapters and
the participants of the expert panel workshop. We would especially like to thank Prof. Karsten
Dreinhofer, Medical Director and Head of the Department of Orthopaedics and Traumatolo-
gy, Medical Park Berlin and Prof. Klaus-Peter Glinther, Executive Director of the University
Center of Orthopaedics and Traumatology at the University Hospital Carl Gustav Carus of the
Technical University Dresden for the editorial revision of the manuscript.

We would also like to express our thanks to Sabine Kénig and the Springer Verlag for their
careful review of the manuscript.

This book was commissioned by The German Medical Technology Association (BVMed).
Dr. Miriam Kip, Hans-Holger BleB

IGES Institut
Berlin, June 2016



2 Springer
http://www.springer.com/978-3-662-55917-8

White Paper on Joint Replacement

Status of Hip and Knee Arthroplasty Care in Germany
Blel, H.-H.; Kip, M. (Eds.)

2018, XI, 135 p. 46 illus. in color., Softcover

ISBN: 978-3-662-55817-8



