
 

Editors 

 

Hilligje van’t Land serves the global higher education community as Secretary-General of the 

International Association of Universities (IAU). She fosters the key role of higher education in 

societal transformation, supervises the overall implementation of the Association’s strategic 

plans on internationalisation, value-based leadership, the digital transformation, and 

sustainable development. She positioned IAU as partner in UNESCO work on Education for 

sustainable development and in the UNESCO Futures of Education initiative; and higher 

education as a key stakeholder to reach the UN Agenda 2030—Transforming our world goals. 

Dr. van’t Land strongly believes in the importance of international cooperation and 

intercultural understanding. She represents IAU in various working groups and expert 

committees including at the Council of Europe, UNESCO and the UN. Hilligje van’t Land 

holds a Ph.D. in comparative francophone literature, speaks six languages, and publishes 

on higher education issues of relevance locally and globally. 

 

Andreas Corcoran is Deputy Secretary-General of the IAU, he leads the leadership 

programme, the IAU-UNESCO Information Centre, and contributes to the IAU’s strategic and 

institutional development. Prior to joining the IAU, Andreas was Director of Higher Education 

at SOFIA in Rome and Tanzania, with a special focus on academic and institutional 

development, strategy, and governance. He has worked for the University of Kent in the UK, 

the Federal Chancellor Willy Brandt Foundation and the German Historical Museum in Berlin. 

He holds a Ph.D. in History from the European University Institute in Florence. 

 

Diana-Camelia Iancu is senior fellow of the International Association of Universities since 

2019 and Dean of public administration, at the National University of Political Studies and 

Public Administration (Bucharest), since 2012. For the past decade, she has taught comparative 

public management in Bucharest and Nijmegen (at Radboud University) and assumed different 

academic assignments in Greece, France, Slovenia, Spain, and the US. Her research interests 

include international development and administrative capacity building in transitional 

countries, as well as quality assurance in teaching public administration. Dr. Iancu holds a 

Ph.D. cum laude in public administration from the National University of Political Studies and 

Public Administration. 

 

Contributors 

 

Pam Fredman served as Rector of the University of Gothenburg from 2006 until 2017. She is 

a Professor of Neurochemistry and has held several leading positions within the University, for 

example as Dean of the faculty of medicine at the University of Gothenburg – the Sahlgrenska 

Academy. Since 2016, Pam Fredmam has been the President of the International Association 

of Universities. 

 

Stefania Giannini is Assistant Director-General for Education at UNESCO and former 

Minister of Education, Universities and Research in Italy (2014–2016). She became Professor 

of Linguistics in 1992 and served as Rector of the University for Foreigners of Perugia (2004–

2012), being one of the first female Rectors and the youngest at that time in Italy. In addition 

to her current position at UNESCO, Stefania Giannini is Advisor to the European 

Commissioner for Research and Innovation as well as a member of the Atlantis Group of the 

Varkey Foundation and of RISE (Research, Innovation and Science Policy Experts). 

 



Juan Ramón de la Fuente has been the Permanent Representative of Mexico to the United 

Nations since February 2019. He has served as Mexico’s Minister of Health and as Rector of 

the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), also as an Emeritus Professor. Juan 

Ramón de la Fuente has also worked with UNESCO as a member of the Board for Latin 

America and the Caribbean on Higher Education, and is a former President of the International 

Association of Universities (2008–2012). 

 

Andrew J. Deeks has been the President of University College Dublin since January 2014. He 

is a member of the Administrative Board of the International Association of Universities, a 

member of the Executive Committee of Universitas 21, and a Council member of both the 

European Universities Association and the Irish Universities Association. He is a Fellow of the 

Irish Academy of Engineering, the Institution of Engineers Ireland and the Institution of 

Engineers Australia. 

 

Eva Egron-Polak was Secretary General of the International Association of Universities from 

2002 until 2017. Prior to becoming IAU Secretary General, she worked for nearly two decades 

at Universities Canada, holding various positions including that of Vice President, 

International. She is a member of many Boards and international advisory committees of 

organizations such as the Magna Charta Observatory, the Global Access to Postsecondary 

Education initiative, the Global Centre for Higher Education, StudyPortal and the University 

of Granada. She is Senior Fellow of the IAU. 

 

Goolam Mohamedbhai is former secretary-general of the Association of African Universities, 

the former president of the International Association of Universities, the former vice-chancellor 

of the University of Mauritius and a former member and vice-chair of the governing council of 

the United Nations University. He is currently a member of the Board of the University World 

News (Africa). His main interest is African higher education about which he has written and 

spoken widely. 

 

Pavel Zgaga is Professor of Philosophy of Education at the Faculty of Education, University 

of Ljubljana, Slovenia. He co-founded the Centre for Educational Policy Studies (CEPS, 2001) 

at the University of Ljubljana and has been its director until today. He was the founder and the 

first President of the Slovenian Educational Research Association (SLODRE) and took part as 

a member (2011–2017) in the Council of the European Educational Research Association 

(EERA). He is a member of the Consortium for Higher Education Research (CHER). 

 

Ira Harkavy is Associate Vice President and Founding Director of the Barbara and Edward 

Netter Center for Community Partnerships, University of Pennsylvania. He also chairs the 

International Consortium for Higher Education, Civic Responsibility and Democracy and the 

Anchor Institutions Task Force. His recent books include Knowledge for Social Change: 

Bacon, Dewey, and the Revolutionary Transformation of Research Universities in the Twenty-

First Century (2017) and The Local Mission of Higher Education: Principles and Practice 

(2019, co-edited with Sjur Bergan and Ronaldo Munck). 

 

Remus Pricopie has been Professor and Rector of the National University of Political Studies 

and Public Administration (SNSPA) in Bucharest since March 2012. He served in the 

Romanian Government as Minister of National Education and Research, from 2012 to 2014. 

He is President of the Board of the Romanian–US Fulbright Commission, Vice-President of 

the International Association of Universities (IAU) and President of the EU–Latin America 

and Caribbean Permanent Academic Forum. 



 

Ranbir Singh is the founder Vice-Chancellor of “National Law University, Delhi” established 

by the Delhi Government in 2008. He is also member of the Administrative Board of the 

International Association of Universities (IAU) and a member of the council of the Association 

of Commonwealth Universities (ACU), London. Randbir Singh has been the founder Vice-

Chancellor of NALSAR, University of Law, Hyderabad (1998 to 2008) and he has been a Vice-

Chancellor continuously for over 22 years now. 

 

Laura E. Rumbley PhD, is Associate Director, Knowledge Development and Research at the 

European Association for International Education (EAIE), the Netherlands. Before joining the 

EAIE, she was Associate Director of the Boston College Center for International Higher 

Education (CIHE), and she previously served as deputy director of the Academic Cooperation 

Association (ACA) in Brussels. Laura is a co-editor of the Journal of Studies in International 

Education and serves on various international higher education publication and project boards. 

 

Elspeth Jones is Emerita Professor of the Internationalisation of Higher Education, Leeds 

Beckett University, UK, and Honorary Visiting Fellow at the Centre for Higher Education 

Internationalisation, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Milan. She is founding editor of the 

book series Internationalization in Higher Education (Routledge) and curator of a YouTube 

channel, International Educator Conversations. Elspeth has researched and published 

extensively in the field and has undertaken work for governments, national and international 

organisations, and universities across five continents. 

 

Hans de Wit is Professor and Former Director of the ‘Center for International Higher 

Education’ (CIHE) at Boston College, USA. He is Senior Fellow of IAU. He is a founding 

member and past president of the European Association for International Education (EAIE). 

He is Founding Editor of the ‘Journal of Studies in International Education’ (SAGE), and 

Consulting Editor of the journal Policy Reviews in Higher Education. He is a leading expert 

on internationalization of higher education and has written several books and articles on this 

topic as well as given advice to organizations like OECD, UNESCO, World Bank and 

European Commission. 

 

Jocelyne Gacel-Ávila is Associate Dean in Social Science and Humanities and tenured 

Professor at the University of Guadalajara; coordinator of RIESAL (Network for the 

Internationalization of Higher Education in Latin America) and of the UNESCO Observatory 

for the Internationalization of Higher Education and Networks in Latin America and the 

Caribbean. She was NAFSA Senior Fellow for Internationalization; Vice-President of the 

OECD Institute for the Management of Higher Education, Vice-President of the Consortium 

for Higher Education in North America; President of the Mexican Association for International 

Education; collaborator of the World Bank and the IAU. 

 

Jeroen Huisman is Professor of Higher Education and Director of the Centre for Higher 

Education Governance Ghent (CHEGG), Ghent University since 2013. He holds a PhD from 

the University of Twente, the Netherlands, where he also worked as a post-doctoral researcher 

and research coordinator (1991–2005). He was a Professor of Higher Education Management 

at the University of Bath, UK (2005–2013). He is editor of IAU’s journal Higher Education 

Policy and his main research interests are organizational diversity and change in higher 

education and policy and governance in higher education. 

 



Madeleine Green served as Vice President for International Initiatives at the American 

Council on Education until 2010. Since then, she has served as a Senior Fellow at NAFSA: the 

Association of International Educators and as an independent consultant. Her principal areas 

of expertise are policy and practice in internationalization and institutional leadership, 

management and governance. She is widely published in these areas. She has served as a 

member of the IAU administrative board and on the boards of several U.S. higher education 

institutions and organizations. She is Senior Fellow of the IAU. 

 

Jo Beall is Emeritus Professor and Distinguished Policy Fellow at the London School of Eco- 

nomics and Political Science (LSE). Formerly Director of Education and Society and on the 

Executive Board at the British Council, she was also Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the University 

of Cape Town (UCT) and before that a Professor of International Development at the LSE. She 

is currently involved in conducting research on urban services in Ethiopia and Pakistan. 

 

Vladimir Filippov is President of RUDN University and professor of Mathematics. He has 

served as Minister of Education in Russia (1998–2004), Chairman of Organizing Committee 

(2007–2009) and President of World Higher Education Conference (UNESCO, 2009). Since 

2010, he was Chairman and up to now Member of Steering Committee of UNESCO World 

Programs “Education for All” and “Education – 2030”. 

 

Philip G. Altbach is Research Professor and Founding Director of the Centre for International 

Higher Education at Boston College, where from 1994 to 2015 he was the Monan University 

Professor. In 2010, he was Erudite Scholar of the Government of Kerala. He has taught at 

Harvard University, the University of Wisconsin, and the State University of New York at 

Buffalo. 

 

Outi Snellman is Vice-president at the University of the Arctic and Director of International 

Relations, University of Lapland, Rovaniemi, Finland. She has been working on International 

Education and the development of circumpolar academic cooperation for the past 30 years first 

in her capacity as Educational Adviser in the Finnish Fulbright office in Helsinki (1987–1990), 

the Director of International Relations at the University of Lapland (1990–) and Secretary 

General for the Circumpolar Universities Association (1992–1998) as well as Vice-President 

Organization of the University of the Arctic. She is the Editor-in-Chief of the UArctic Shared 

Voices Magazine, published annually. 

 

Sijbolt Noorda is Former President of the Governing Council of the Magna Charta 

Observatory. He is President Emeritus of the University of Amsterdam, past president of the 

Association of Dutch Research Universities and a former board member of the European 

University Association. His academic field is cultural history of religions in Europe. He holds 

degrees from Free University Amsterdam, Utrecht University and Union Seminary/Columbia 

University, NYC. 

 

David-John Lock is Secretary General of the Magna Charta Observatory. He was International 

Director of the UK’s Leadership Foundation, the founding Chief Executive and Registrar of 

the British University in Dubai and the administrative head of two UK universities. He holds 

degrees from the University of Bath. 

 

Michael Hölscher is Professor of Higher Education and Research Management at University 

of Speyer. His fields of interest are international comparisons of higher education systems; 

cultural sociology; innovation and creativity. 



 

Pedro Nuno Teixeira is the Director of CIPES - the Center for Research in Higher Education 

Policies and Associate Professor of the Faculty of Economics at the University of Porto. He 

has served as an adviser on Higher Education and Science to the President of Portugal since 

April 2016. He was Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs at the University of Porto (2014–2018) 

and was also a member of Portugal’s National Council of Education (2014–2018). He is also a 

member of the Board of Governors and Secretary General of the Consortium of Higher 

Education Researchers (CHER). 

 

Manja Klemenčič is Lecturer in Sociology and in General Education at Faculty of Arts and 

Sciences, Harvard University, and Associate Researcher at the Centre for Educational Policy 

Studies, University of Ljubljana. Manja serves as Editor-in-Chief of European Journal of 

Higher Education and co-editor of Bloomsbury book series Understanding Student 

Experiences of Higher Education. She co-edited Springer International Encyclopedia of Higher 

Education Systems and Institutions (2020) and Routledge International Handbook of Student-

Centered Learning and Teaching in Higher Education (2020). 

 

Elena Denisova-Schmidt is a Research Associate at the University of St. Gallen (HSG), 

Switzerland, and a Research Fellow at the Center for International Higher Education, Boston 

College, USA. Previously, she has held appointments at the Humboldt University of Berlin, 

the Kennan Institute of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, the German 

Institute for International and Security Affairs, the UCL School of Slavonic and East European 

Studies, the Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics at Harvard University, and the Aleksanteri 

Institute of the University of Helsinki. 

 

Simon Marginson is Professor of Higher Education at the University of Oxford, Director of 

the ESRC/OFSRE Centre for Global Higher Education (CGHE), Joint Editor-in-Chief of the 

journal Higher Education, Professorial Associate of the Melbourne Centre for Study of Higher 

Education at the University of Melbourne, and Lead Researcher with the Higher School of 

Economics in Moscow. 

 

Lili Yang is a doctoral researcher at Centre for Global Higher education, University of Oxford. 

In Lili’s doctoral thesis, she explores the similarities and differences between notions of “public 

(good)” in Sinic and Anglo-American traditions, and the implications for higher education. 

Broadly, her research interests include higher education policy, higher education in East Asia, 

and international higher education. 

 

Bryan McAllister-Grande is the assistant director for curriculum integration at Northeastern 

University. He is the co-founder of NAFSA’s Global Studies Literature Review and a member 

of NAFSA’s Teaching, Learning, and Scholarship Leadership Team. His work has appeared in 

The Future Agenda for Internationalization in Higher Education and will appear in upcoming 

volumes and special issues of Perspectives on the History of Higher Education, Teacher’s 

College Record, and the SAGE Handbook of International Higher Education. 

 

Gerardo L. Blanco is Associate Professor of Higher Education and Director of the Center for 

International Higher Education at Boston College. His research explores the intersections of 

quality and internationalisation of higher education. A Fulbright Specialist, and a past 

Erasmus+ Teaching Fellow, his professional activities have taken place in 14 countries and 5 

continents. He has taught at the University of Massachusetts Boston, the University of 

Connecticut, Shaanxi Normal University, and the John Paul II University of Lublin. 



 

Judith S. Eaton is President emeritus of the Council for Higher Education Accreditation 

(CHEA), the national coordinating body for accreditation and quality assurance in the United 

States. Prior to her work at CHEA, she served as Chancellor of the Minnesota State Colleges 

and Universities, as President of the Council for Aid to Education, the Community College of 

Philadelphia and the Community College of Southern Nevada and as vice president of the 

American Council on Education. She has held teaching positions at Columbia University, the 

University of Michigan and Wayne State University. 

 

Jenneke Lokhoff is senior policy officer at Nuffic, the Netherlands organization for 

internationalization in education, home to the Dutch ENIC-NARIC. She has been project lead 

for numerous international recognition projects. She currently serves as President of the ENIC-

NARIC networks. 

 

Pankaj Mittal is Secretary General of the Association of Indian Universities (AIU). She has 

been serving the higher education sector for over three decades at senior positions at the 

University Grants Commission of India. She is a Fulbright Scholar and has a PhD in 

Agricultural Statistics. Dr Mittal has also served as the first regular Vice-Chancellor of Bhagat 

Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, Haryana, the first rural women university of North India 

for two terms. 

 

Frans van Vught was Rector and President of the University of Twente, the Netherlands. He 

currently acts as an international ‘higher education consultant’ and is the co-project leader of 

U-Multirank, the only user-driven multi-dimensional global ranking system. Internationally he 

was a member of the board of the European University Association (EUA), president of the 

European Centre for Strategic Management of Universities, a member of the Universities 

Grants Committee of Hong Kong, and a member of the board of the European Institute of 

Technology Foundation. He published widely on higher education and holds several honorary 

doctorates. 

 

Marcelo Knobel is rector of the University of Campinas (Unicamp) and a member of the Board 

of Directors of the Brazilian Center for Research in Energy and Materials (CNPEM). A full 

professor of Physics, Knobel held several leadership roles at Unicamp, including vice-rector 

for Undergraduate Programs. He also served as executive director of the Brazilian 

Nanotechnology National Laboratory (LNNano) at CNPEM. Knobel received both his 

bachelor’s and his doctoral degrees in Physics from Unicamp, and was a post-doctoral 

researcher in Italy and Spain. He has published more than 250 scientific papers and numerous 

opinion pieces in newspapers and magazines. 

 

Barnabas Nawangwe has been the Vice-Chancellor of Makerere University, one of the oldest 

and premier universities in Africa, since August 2017. Prior to that, he was Deputy Vice-

Chancellor, Dean and Principal of the College of Engineering, Head of the Department of 

Architecture, all at Makerere. He is a member of several international professional 

organisations and has overseen the academic and administrative transformation of Makerere 

University, including her transformation from a faculty-based to a collegiate University. 

 

Mandla S. Makhanya is Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University of South Africa and 

President of the Higher Education Teaching and Learning Association (HETL) –  International 

Body. He is past President of the International Council for Distance Education (ICDE) and is 

also Treasurer of the African Council for Distance Education (ACDE). He is a Deputy 



Chairperson of the South African National Commission for UNESCO and Chairperson of the 

Culture Sector of the South African National Commission for UNESCO. 

 

Saulius Spurga is the Deputy Rector of Mykolas Romeris University. He also lectures at the 

University and undertakes the duties of an Associate Professor. He has been elected to Myko- 

las Romeris University’s Senate and is now the Senate Secretary. He regularly publishes 

articles, reviews and analysis of Lithuanian society and political life in various types of mass 

media. 

 

Inga Žalėnienė was appointed as Vice-Rector for Research and International Relations in 

2012, then in 2017 as Vice-Rector for Education and Research and since March 2019, she holds 

the position of Rector of Mykolas Romeris University. Inga Žal ̇enien ̇e is an IAU Board 

member since 2017. 

 

Tatiana Klyachko is Director of the Center for the Economics of Continuing Education, 

RANEPA,  Russia. She specialises in education economics, as well as in managing and 

reforming this area. She is the author of more than 200 papers devoted to various issues of 

education system development, which have been published both in Russian and in English. 

 

Vladimir Mau is the Rector of The Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and 

Public Administration (RANEPA). He is a specialist in political economy, economic history 

and economics in transition. He is the author of numerous articles, books and textbooks. His 

studies have been published in Russian, English, French, German and Italian 

 

Etsuko Katsu is a professor at the School of Political Science and Economics, Meiji 

University. In 2008 she took up the position as Vice President for International affairs of Meiji 

University for 8 years. She was external director of Mitsui O.S.K Lines, and director of Dentsu 

corporation. She acts as a consultant for government policy in national commissions belonging 

to the Japanese Ministry of Education, Ministry of Labor, and Ministry of Finance. 

 

Datuk Abdul Rahim Hashim is currently the Vice-Chancellor of Universiti Malaya (UM). 

Prior to this appointment, he was the Vice-Chancellor of Universiti Teknologi PETRONAS. 

In October 2016, he was admitted as a William Pitt Fellow by the Pembroke College of 

Cambridge. He is the Past President of the International Gas Union (2009–2012), the Past 

President of the Malaysian Gas Association (2003–2015) and Past President of the Asia Pacific 

Natural Gas Vehicle Association (2003–2009). 

 

Dionisia Tzavara is currently the Director of Online Studies for Laureate Online Education of 

the University of Liverpool Online Professional Doctorates (DBA & EdD). She has a long 

career in higher education, more than 14 years of experience with online learning, and she has 

served in various academic and managerial roles. She has been involved in the design and 

development of online programmes and modules. She is an active researcher with publications 

in academic journals and presentations at academic conferences. 

 

Elena Luppi is Rector’s Delegate for Innovation in Teaching and Learning at the University 

of Bologna and has been Rector’s Delegate for Gender Equality in the same university. She is 

Associate Professor in Educational Research at the University of Bologna at the Department 

of Education Studies. 

 

Lucia Balduzzi is professor at the Department of Education Studies “Giovanni Maria Bertin”, 



and Director of First Cycle Degree of Educator in childhood Social Services at the University 

of Bologna. 

 

Nicolò Cavina is Full Professor of Internal Combustion Engines and Hybrid Powertrains at 

the University of Bologna. In 2002 he founded, with three colleagues, Alma Automotive srl, a 

spin-off company of the University of Bologna. Since then, he has served as member of the 

board and vice-president. 

 

Carla Salvaterra is assistant professor at the Department of History and Cultures at the 

University of Bologna. She was Vice-Rector for International Relations at the University of 

Bologna from 2009 to 2015. 

 

Carmen Z. Lamagna is the Vice-Chancellor of the American International University-

Bangladesh (AIUB). Under her guidance from its inception in 1995, the university has earned 

distinction as a source of quality education. The university grew from 70 to more than 11,000 

students across the Faculties of Science and Technology, Engineering, Business 

Administration and Arts & Social Sciences. 

 

Manzur H. Khan is currently working as the Director of Student Affairs and also as the 

Associate Professor of Computer Science in the American International University-Bangladesh 

(AIUB). He has closely observed the growth of AIUB as an administrator and a faculty member 

over the last 17 years from around 3000 to 10000 students currently enrolled in AIUB. He is 

also a member of the Academic Council and the Syndicate of AIUB. 

 

David Dill is professor emeritus of Public Policy at The University of North Carolina—Chapel 

Hill. He has published extensively on higher education policy, research policy, and the 

governance and management of higher education. His work was recognized with election as a 

Life Fellow of the Society for Research into Higher Education (SRHE) in the UK. With the 

support of the Ford Foundation, David Dill created the Research Program on Public Policy for 

Academic Quality, a cross-national study of quality assurance policies in higher education. 

 

Daniel C. Levy, University at Albany, is Distinguished Professor, the State University of New 

York’s highest rank. He directs the internationally renowned PROPHE (Program for Research 

on Private Higher Education). Levy has authored ten books, edited six, and published abundant 

scholarly articles on state-societal issues, emphases including higher education and Latin 

America. He has lectured at most leading U.S. universities, lectured and researched in six 

continents, and been grantee and/or consultant with international foundations, development 

banks, and academic agencies. 

 

Mirta Martin is the President of Fairmont State University in West Virginia. Dr. Martin’s 

career involves extensive work in both the public and private sectors where she served in 

various academic and industry executive roles. She has received numerous awards, among 

which are: 2020 West Virginia Inspiring Women; 2019 West Virginia Educator of the Year; 

The Humanitarian Award for Academic Excellence; and The Presidential Volunteer Service 

Award awarded by the President of the United States. 

 

Jacob Abrams is the Director of Institutional Research and Effectiveness at Fairmont State 

University. Mr. Abrams previously served as a Research Associate for the Harvard-

Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics. He is a summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa graduate of 

the College of William and Mary, where he also completed a Visiting Studentship at Oxford 



University. He holds an EdM in Higher Education from the Harvard Graduate School of 

Education. 

 

Ellen Hazelkorn is Joint Managing Partner, BH Associates education consultants, and Profes- 

sor emerita, Technological University Dublin (Ireland). She is Joint Editor, Policy Reviews in 

Higher Education, International Co-Investigator, Centre for Global Higher Education, London, 

and Research Fellow, Centre for International Higher Education, Boston College, USA. Ellen 

is a member of the Commission of the College of the Future (UK), and the Quality Board for 

Icelandic Higher Education. She was policy advisor to the Higher Education Authority 

(Ireland), and President of the European Society for Higher Education. She was Vice President, 

Dublin Institute of Technology (now TU Dublin) (1995–2014). 

 

Jamil Salmi is Emeritus Professor of higher education policy at Diego Portales University in 

Chile and Research Fellow at Boston College’s Center for Higher Education. Until January 

2012, he was the World Bank’s tertiary education coordinator. In his capacity as a global 

tertiary education expert, he provides policy advice to governments, universities, professional 

associations, multilateral development banks and bilateral cooperation agencies. 

 

David Atchoarena has been Director of the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning since 

April 2018. He was previously Director of the Division for Policies and Lifelong Learning 

Systems at UNESCO, including higher education. Prior to working for UNESCO, including 

many years at the International Institute for Educational Planning as programme specialist and 

later on Team leader, Mr Atchoarena served as Chargé de Mission at the National Agency for 

Lifelong Education of the French Ministry of Education and as a project coordinator in the 

Ministry of Finance and Planning in Saint Lucia. 

 

Roberto Escalante Semerena is Secretary-General of the Association of Universities of Latin 

America and the Caribbean (UDUAL) and Member of the IAU Executive Board. He is a full- 

time Professor in the Faculty of Economics at the National Autonomous University of Mexico 

(UNAM); he received his Bachelor from UNAM and a Master and PhD in Rural Development 

from the University of London. 

 

Ahmed Legrouri is Provost & VPAA, International University of Grand-Bassam, Côte 

d’Ivoire. He holds a BS, Rabat University, Morocco, a Doctorate, INP Toulouse, France, and 

a Ph.D., Glasgow University, UK. He was Professor at Marrakech University and Professor, 

Dean & VPAA at Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane, Morocco. He supervised several doctoral 

theses and published more than eighty peer-reviewed articles. He is a member of several 

advisory committees and received several merit-based fellowships. He speaks Arabic, English, 

French and German. 

 

Godehard Ruppert was President of the University of Bamberg from 2000 until 2020. He has 

been also the President of the Virtual University of Bavaria (since 2002). He has been Professor 

of Religious Education (Chair) at the University of Bamberg and Associate Professor of 

educational science at University of Hanover. He served for twenty-four years as a member of 

the University Board. As an experienced expert in Higher Education policy and leadership, he 

is a member of several national and international organizations and boards (i.a. IAU-Board). 

 

Patrick Blessinger is an adjunct associate professor of education at St. John’s University, an 

educator with the New York State Education Department, and chief research scientist of the 

International Higher Education Teaching and Learning Association (in consultative status with 



the United Nations). He is the editor and author of many books and articles, and he is an 

educational policy analyst and contributing writer with UNESCO’s Inclusive Policy Lab, 

University World News, The Hechinger Report, The Guardian, and Higher Education 

Tomorrow, among others. 

 

Enakshi Sengupta is director of the Center for Advanced Research in Education at HETL (In- 

ternational Higher Education Teaching & Learning Association. She has been appointed as the 

Principal Strategic Advisor to HETL and will be responsible for reputation building and 

strategic alliances for HETL. She is also the Associate Series Editor of the book series, 

Innovations in Higher Education Teaching and Learning, Emerald Group Publishing. She is 

the Managing Editor of the Journal of Applied Research in Higher Education, Emerald 

Publishing, and serves as the Vice Chair of the Editorial Advisory Board of the Innovations in 

Higher Education Teaching and Learning, Emerald Publishing. 

 

Pornchai Mongkhonvanit is President of Siam University and vice president of IAU. He is 

also serving as the Executive Director of Asia Cooperation Dialogue University Network 

(ACD-UN). He earned his undergraduate degree in Mechanical Engineering from Kasetsart 

University in Thailand and a post-graduate degree in finance from University of Wisconsin-

Madison. He is also a member of IEM’s 2000 of Harvard Graduate School of Education. 

Pornchai is recognized as an expert in Higher Education Strategy on University Industry 

partnership as evidenced by the award received by Siam University in 2012 as Thailand’s best 

institution in Cooperative Education among all public and private universities. 

 

Chanita Rukspollmuang is Vice President and Dean of the Graduate School of Education, 

Siam University, is responsible for academic development and the Center of Sustainability. 

She was a former Dean of the Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University and served in 

many committees and national offices such as Office of the Education Council, Office for 

National Education Standards and Quality Assessment, and Ministry of Education. 

Internationally, she has served twice as elected President, Comparative Education Society of 

Asia (CESA). 

 

Yhing Sawheny is Deputy Director for International Affairs and Lecturer of English and 

Marketing at Siam University, Thailand. Currently she is pursuing her Ph.D. in Management 

at AIT (Asian Institute of Technology). She is the member of the Editorial Board for 

ACADEME – the Academic Journal of Higher Education and Leadership and extensively 

published on higher education issues in several prestigious international journals, amongst 

which the International Association of Universities (IAU) Horizons. 

 

Katrin Kohl is Focal Point for SDG 4 (Quality Education) at the Higher Education and 

Research for Sustainable Development (HESD) Global Cluster, International Association of 

Universities (IAU). She is Executive Coordinator to the UNESCO Chair, York University 

(Canada), and responsible for overall strategy and global research. With a background in law 

and management, she served as Managing Director of the German Commission for UNESCO 
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