
The pandemic was a catalyst for the need 
for connectivity,…

…But are we connected yet?

Native American Nations: 



Cree Indian Norwegian Finn
Iyiniwok/Nehiyawok Nordmenn/Norsk Suomalainen

Senior Advisor, Tribal Broadband: 
GOLDEN STATE NETWORK (California) [goldenstatenet.org]

Director of Technology: 
SCTCA  Southern California Tribal Chairmen’s Association [sctca.net]

TDVNet Tribal Digital Village Network [sctdv.net]

Partnering & Business Development: 
ARCADIAN INFRACOM [arcadianinfra.com]

Co-Chair, Technology and Telecom Subcommittee & 
Technology Task Force: NCAI  National Congress of American Indians [NCAI.org]

California Tribal Advisor: CBC California Broadband Council

Board Member: ASU AIPI
Arizona State University, American Indian Policy Institute
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It is important to understand some of the underlying issues 
inherent in the development of networks on the sovereign 
nations of the American Indian reservations in the United 
States. Every situation is different and the concept of a 
cookie-cutter network solution does not apply. 
From cultural preservation, to the geography of 574 Federally 
recognized nations, to the missing 8000 middle miles 
providing access to the rest of the world, and the limited 
access to affordable spectrum to the community, dictates the 
design strategies to bring this 21st century resource to North 
America’s first people.
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What are the 
Biggest Challenges

for Tribes,
to get Internet access today?



• Affordable Middle-Mile Access
• Sufficient Funding
• Affordable Last-Mile Solutions
• Lacking Human Resources
• Maintaining Digital Sovereignty



Several entities are making a difference.

CA SB156: CABroadband4All 
Golden State Network / CA       
CDT/Caltrans
Arcadian Infracom
Tribalbroadbandbootcamp.com
Tribalresourcecenter.net



www.goldenstatenet.org



Native Americans in California

109 Federally 
recognized tribes 
in CA

573 Federally 
Recognized Tribes 
in the US

TDVNetwork



CA STATEWIDE OBJECTIVE
● Develop an affordable, open-access, middle-mile network to connect communities 

to the global Internet.

● Prioritize unserved and underserved communities across the state.

● Construct the network expeditiously, using new and existing technology assets.

● Serve last-mile providers with cost-effective network services.

● Design a highly reliable network, especially given unpredictable environmental 

conditions.

● Stimulate market competition for last-mile Internet provider services.



https://middle-mile-broadband-initiative.cdt.ca.gov



MMBI Partners

BROADBANDFORALL.CDT.CA.GOV



Arcadian Infracom



Access to the middle-mile is the hardest

ARCADIAN INFRACOM routes in blue and red…



Access to the middle-mile is the hardest

ARCADIAN INFRACOM routes in blue and red…



Arcadian builds over Wolf Creek Pass



TRIBAL BROADBAND BOOTCAMP
Tribalbroadbandbootcamp.com



TRIBAL BROADBAND BOOTCAMP
Tribalbroadbandbootcamp.com



TRIBAL BROADBAND BOOTCAMP
Tribalbroadbandbootcamp.com



tribalresourcecenter.net



Federal Funding:

There are several funding streams 
coming out of the Fed. 

Many have been a topic of discussion as 
many as 10 years ago.



Some Cool Tribal Broadband Build 
Photos

THANK YOU!





Tribal Reservations: Wireless Solutions



The evolution of 
Power off-grid 

to support Tribal 
communications



Tribal Reservations: Power Solutions, Wireless Solutions



Tribal Reservations: Spectrum types for Tribal use


