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START OF YEAR GUIDANCE NOTE  

  

Dear Parent/ Carer,  

  

This is just a little letter to give some clarity ahead of our little pupils returning to school. Our 

September Newsletter will be issued also on Monday 9th   September with even more details 

about upcoming events.  

 

We are so excited to be seeing our little children again, as we have missed them so much over 

the Summer! We hope that you all had a lovely Summer Break and a good rest. 

  

When will my child return to school? 
• Children from Years 2-7 should all start back at school on Monday 2nd  September  

• New Nursery and New Year 1 Pupils will have received their own start dates at 

Induction Meetings held in June. 

• All children Years (1-7) should attend school at 8.50am in the morning. Nursery 

School doors open at 9am. 

• Breakfast Club opens at 8.15am every morning until 8.50am. Breakfast Club starts 

also on Monday 2nd  September. 
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What are the drop off / collection arrangements? 
 

Year Group   

  

Drop off / Collection Point  Start 

Time  

Finish Time  

  

Nursery Room 1  Nursery Room 1 External Door   9am-

9.30am  

1.30pm- 

1.40pm (When 

fully settled in) 

Nursery Room 2  Nursery Room 2 External Door  9am-

9.30am  

1.30pm- 

1.40pm (When 

fully settled in) 

Year 1A  

(Mrs Doherty)  

Pupil Front door facing school gate   8.50am-

9am 

2.10pm  
(When fully 

settled in) 

Year 1B  

(Miss Hutton)  

Back Door opposite the Play Trail  8.50am-

9am 

2.10pm  
(When fully 

settled in) 

Year 2 A   

(Mrs Mc Glynn)  

Back Door opposite the Play Trail  8.50am-

9am 

2.15pm  

Year 2 B   

(Ms Y Mc Gowan)  

Pupil Front door facing school gate 

nearest to Mrs Doherty’s  classroom 

in Junior School Site   

8.50am-

9am  

2.15pm  

Learning Centre 

 

(Mrs Hamilton) 

Middle Floor Door near mobile 

classroom at the back of the Junior 

School 

8.50am-

9am 

2.10pm 

(Year 1) 

2.15pm  

(Year 2) 

 

3pm  

(Year 3 and 4 

Pupils except 

Feel Good 

Friday) 

Social and 

Communication Class  

(Ms B Kelly) 

Middle Floor Door near mobile 

classroom at the back of the Junior 

School 

8.50am-

9am 

2.10pm 

(Year 1) 

2.15pm  

(Year 2) 

 

3pm  

(Year 3 and 4 

Pupils except 

Feel Good 

Friday) 



 

 

Year 3 A   

( Miss M. Maguire  )  

  

Pedestrian Gate to the right of the 

Main Gate at the Junior School Site  

8.50am-

9am 

Mon – 

Thursday 

3.00pm  

(2.30pm On 

Feel Good 

Friday) 

Year 3 B   

(Mrs S Vaughan/ Mrs 

Downey)  

Pedestrian Gate to the right of the 

Main Gate at the Junior School Site  

8.50am-

9am 

Mon – 

Thursday 

3.00pm  

(2.30pm On 

Feel Good 

Friday) 

Year 4 A  

(Mr J Wade)  

Pedestrian Gate to the right of the 

Main Gate at the Junior School Site  

8.50am-

9am 

Mon – 

Thursday 

3.00pm  

(2.30pm On 

Feel Good 

Friday) 

Year 4 B   

(Mrs A King)  

Pedestrian Gate to the right of the 

Main Gate at the Junior School Site  

8.50am-

9am 

Mon – 

Thursday 

3.00pm  

(2.30pm On 

Feel Good 

Friday) 

 

  

Year 5 A   

(Mrs C Gormley)  

Enter Double Gate at the right hand 

side of the Senior School  and line 

up at Year 5A Meeting Point where 

teacher will collect the class 

8.50am-

9am 

Mon – 

Thursday 

3.00pm  

(2.30pm On 

Feel Good 

Friday) 

Year 5 B   

(Miss E Keyes )  

Enter Gate at front of Senior  

School site nearest to the Main  

Front Door  and line up at Year 5B 

Meeting Point where teacher will 

collect the class 

8.50am-

9am 

Mon – 

Thursday 

3.00pm  

(2.30pm On 

Feel Good 

Friday) 

Year 6 A   

(Mrs B Daly  )  

Enter Double Gate at the right hand 

side of the Senior School  and line 

up at Year 6A Meeting Point where 

teacher will collect the class 

8.50am-

9am   

Mon – 

Thursday 

3.00pm  

(2.30pm On 

Feel Good 

Friday) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What should my child bring to school? 
• Children may bring school bags, with a snack, packed lunch in a wipeable lunch box 

(or a disposable bag) and water in a water bottle (if children wish to.) 

• Year 1 and 2 Pupils may bring a book bag. Book Bags are for sale at reception. 

• Nursery pupils do not need school bags or book bags 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 B  

(Mrs S O’Kane  )  

Enter Double Gate at the right hand 

side of the Senior School  and line 

up at Year 6B Meeting Point where 

teacher will collect the class 

8.50am-

9am   

Mon – 

Thursday 

3.00pm  

(2.30pm On 

Feel Good 

Friday) 

Year 7 A   

(Mrs C. Gillespie)  

Enter Double Gate at the right hand 

side of the Senior School  and line 

up at Year 7A Meeting Point where 

teacher will collect the class 

 

8.50am-

9am 

Mon – 

Thursday 

3.00pm  

(2.30pm On 

Feel Good 

Friday) 

Year 7 B   

(Mrs C Deery )  

Enter Gate at front of Senior  

School site nearest to the Main  

Front Door  and line up at Year 7B 

Meeting Point where teacher will 

collect the class  

8.50am-

9am 

Mon – 

Thursday 

3.00pm  

(2.30pm On 

Feel Good 

Friday) 

Learning Centre 

 

(Mrs Connolly) 

Enter Double Gate at the right hand 

side of the Senior School and walk 

around to the entrance of  the  

Learning Centre at the back of the 

assembly hall  

 

8.50am-

9am 

Mon – 

Thursday 

3.00pm  

(2.30pm On 

Feel Good 

Friday) 



 

 

Where should I drop my child off to school and collect my 

child from school? 
• Nursery , Year 1 and Year 2 Parents should drop off and collect these very young little 

children to/from their classroom door as indicated on the table above 

• Year 3,4,5,6,7 children should be dropped off and collected at the gate and make their 

way to their collection point. This will be clearly marked and staff will be there to meet 

and greet their classes. At home time staff will bring the classes out again to be 

collected at home time.  

 

Parking? 
• To facilitate easier family drop off/ collections all pupils (Years 3-7) can be 

collected at the same time. We do respectfully request that parents park a little 

away from the school in the church car park/ other parking areas and walk to 

school with your child. Please do not park anywhere that may block traffic. We 

really appreciate your patience, support and understanding.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep in touch with us! 
 

• Keep us updated! If you change your home address, your mobile number or your 

email address please email details to Mrs Clare Kelly (Clerical Officer) 

ckelly452@c2kni.net 

• Staff email addresses are listed below if you need to make contact about your 

child.  

 

 

Communication 

 
We communicate in the following ways; 

1. Phonecalls  

2. Permission notes (as required)  

3. Text message  

4. Text link message (Text message with links to written letter documents) 

5. Email 

mailto:ckelly452@c2kni.net


 

 

 

6. Our website (www.stcatherinesps.co.uk) 

7. School App (St Catherine’s PS, Strabane) 

8. Social Media Platforms; Facebook, Instagram, X 

 
 

Staff roles and Email addresses. 
Staff Member  Class / Role Email Address  

Mrs Bridget Wilders  Principal  bwilders592@c2kni.net 

Miss Jennifer Doherty  Vice Principal   jdoherty742@c2kni.net 

Mrs B. Porter  Nursery Room 1 bporter544@c2kni.net 

Ms K. Carlin   Nursery Room 2 kcarlin208@c2kni.net 

Mrs D. Doherty Year 1 A  ddoherty115@c2kni.net 

Miss C. Hutton Year 1 B  chutton763@c2kni.net 

Mrs A.M. Mc Glynn Year 2 A amcglynn388@c2kni.net 

Ms Y Mc Gowan    Year 2 B  ymcgowan609@c2kni.net 

Miss M. Maguire  Year 3 A To be confirmed 

Mrs S Vaughan / Mrs 

L.Downey 

Year 3 B  svaughan325@c2kni.net 

ldowney759@c2kni.net 

Mr J Wade  Year 4 A To be confirmed 

Mrs A King Year 4 B  To be confirmed 

Mrs C Gormley Year 5 A  cgormley833@c2kni.net 

Miss E Keyes   Year 5 B ekeyes746@c2kni.net 

Mrs B Daly    Year 6 A bdaly611@c2kni.net 

Mrs S O’Kane   Year 6 B  sokane510@c2kni.net 

Mrs C. Gillespie Year 7 A cgillespie221@c2kni.net 

Mrs B. Daly  Year 7 B  cdeery318@c2kni.net 

Mrs. C. Hamilton  Learning Centre KS1 

Junior School 

chamilton290@c2kni.net 

Ms B Kelly Social and 

Communication Class 

KS1 Junior School 

bkelly663@c2kni.net 

Mrs. C. Connolly Learning Centre KS2 

Senior School 

cconnolly309@c2kni.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Family Club Four Days per Week  

(Monday to Thursday for Year 1/ 2 Pupils who have older siblings in 

school) 

 

• Family Club for pupils in Years 1 and 2 who have older siblings in school will 

begin on MONDAY 9th  September. Letters will be sent home on Monday 2nd  

September for parents to apply for Family Club for their child. Letters must be 

returned no later than Thursday  5th SEPTEMBER. We ask for a fee of £2 per 

week to cover some of the costs of Family Club (regardless of how many days the 

child attends) and provide children with a little snack. Any child in Year 1 and 2 

who have older siblings in school may apply for Family Club and therefore can 

stay on to 3pm from Monday to Thursday. It should be noted though that children 

in Year 1 will have a staggered intake in order to settle them in to school so Family 

Club will NOT begin for them until they are in school for a full day. Full school 

days for Year 1 will begin on MONDAY 30th  September  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After School Clubs: 

A Newsletter for Extended Schools Afterschool Clubs 

will be sent out by Monday 9th September. Clubs will 

begin later in the month, more information to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Settling In period for Nursery and Year 1 Pupils 
 

Nursery Settling In Plan Times of School 
 

Week 1-3 : Monday 2nd -Friday 20th  September 9.00am-11.30am 

Week 4     : Monday 23rd  -Friday 27th   September 9.00am-12.30pm.   

        Lunch/Dinner will commence this week 

Week 5      : Monday 30th September  -Full Nursery Day commences.   

                    Pick-up time 1.30pm 
 

Year 1 Settling In Plan Times of School 

 
Week 1  (Monday 2nd – Friday 6th    September)    - 8:50 am-12 Noon  

Week 2  (Monday 9th- Friday 13th September) – 8:50am- 12 Noon   

Week 3 (Monday 16th -Friday 20th   September) – 8:50am- 12.45pm 

(Including Lunch) 

Week 4 (Monday 30th September onwards)- 8.50am-2.15pm (Full 

day) 
 

 



 

 

Free School Meals and Uniform Allowances 2024 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

School Meals and Snacks  
 

 

• School Dinner costs £2.60 in Primary School and £2.50 in Nursery) and can be paid via 

School Money App. If you experience any difficulties with this please ring the school 

office and speak to a member of our Clerical Team.  

• Children should bring healthy snacks for break and if taking packed lunch; should bring 

a healthy lunch as per our Food in Schools Policy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Breakfast Club 

 
Breakfast club will begin on Monday 2nd September . Breakfast Club operates from 8.15am – 

8.45am  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Uniform 
• School Uniforms can be purchased from GMG Logos, Unit 4, Knockroe Business Park 

Orchard Road, Strabane. 

• Please label all piece’s of unfirm with your child’s name on them as loss of uniform can 

be very distressing to a child 

• All children require a warm, rainproof coat (especially for classes who engage in the 

Daily Mile Activity each day in school). Hoodies should not be worn as a coat, as they 

will absorb the rain. 

 

 

Nursery Unform: 

Nursery Pupils (Boys and girls)  

• Royal Blue Nursery Crested Sweatshirt 

• White Nursery Crested Polo shirt 

• Navy leggings 

• Trainers / shoes (Velcro fastenings , no buckles or laces at this stage to 

promote independence) 

• Please note that Nursery Pupils wear this uniform all year round and do not 

have a Summer Uniform 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Primary School Years 1-7  

Boys  

• White shirt (long or short sleeves)  

• Royal Blue  crested jumper or cardigan  

• School tie (sold at GMG Logos or sold through school) 

• Navy trousers 

• Black shoes or black shoe type trainer 

• Navy/ black socks 

 

Boys Summer Uniform (May and June, weather permitting and NOT 

COMPULSORY)  

• Navy trousers or plain navy tailored shorts (Old trousers made into shorts are 

great and cost effective!) 

• White poloshirt 

• Royal blue crested cardigan / jumper  

• Black shoes or black shoe type trainer 

• Navy/ black socks 



 

 

Girls 

• White shirt (long or short sleeves)  

• Royal Blue Macrae Tartan Kilt 

• Royal Blue crested jumper or cardigan  

• School tie (sold at GMG Logos or sold through school) 

• Black shoes or black shoe type trainer 

• White socks/ navy tights 

 

 

Girls Summer Uniform (May and June, weather permitting and NOT 

COMPULSORY)  

• Blue/ white checked Summer Dress (Available in most stores) 

• Royal blue crested cardigan / jumper  

• Black shoes or black shoe type trainer 

• White knee length socks/ white ankle socks 

 

 



 

 

PE  

 
PE Unform: 

 
PE Uniform must be worn on days when pupils have PE at school unless otherwise 

requested.  

• PLAIN NAVY/ BLACK Leggings  

• White t shirt/ polo shirt 

• Trainers  

No multicoloured or football tops/ bottoms are to be worn in school. 

Hair longer than shoulder length should be tied back for PE. 

Please note children are to come to school dressed in their PE kit on PE days. You 

will be notified in September of which day your child’s class will take part in PE.) 

 
 

• Children should continue to wear PE gear on PE Days to school and NOT change in 

school. Teachers will inform you of your child’s PE days in due course when the 

timetable is finalised. 

• Children should wear their FULL UNIFORM with BLACK SHOES on all other 

days.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniform Recycling 

We have a Uniform Recycling Bank in school that operates all year round. There are Uniform 

Recycling containers in the front foyer of each school site if anyone would like to donate any 

preloved uniforms.  

 

If anyone would like to check out our supplies of preloved Uniforms please check in at the 

office on the Senior Site and our Clerical staff will be only too happy to show you our stock!  

 



 

 

Attendance Matters: 

 

As you are already aware, it is essential that your child attends school regularly and maintains 

a pattern of good attendance, throughout their school career. 

 

If your child is ill and cannot attend school, please let the teacher know via their email address 

which is previously listed or contact the school office by phone. Below is some guidance from 

PHA regarding illnesses however if in any doubt, always consult with your child’s GP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excellent attendance at school is important to allow children to fulfil their potential. Every 

single day that a child misses school equates to a day of lost learning.  

In school we have an obligation to monitor attendance very closely and we work in 

conjunction with our EWO (Education Welfare Officer), who visits our school regularly. 

Punctuality is essential as each time a child is late to school they are marked late and this can 

impact their attendance as well. School starts at 8.50am. Any child who arrives after the 

registration period (8.50am-9.10am) is marked as late.  

 



 

 

If your child’s attendance is causing concern, we will follow the agreed procedures in school; 

1. You will receive an alert letter to let you know that your child’s attendance 

is a concern 

2. If attendance continues to cause concern, then you will be invited to a pre 

referral meeting in school. Our EWO will be in attendance. 

3. If your child’s attendance remains a concern and is 85% or below, school is 

obliged to make a referral to EWS (Educational Welfare Service).  

 

It should be noted that holidays should not be arranged during the school terms. A holiday 

list has already been emailed, text linked out to parents with school closure times 

indicated. We would appreciate your support on this.  

 

We, as a school, want to help support you in improving your child’s attendance in order for 

them to reach their full potential. If you need to discuss any issues surrounding absences or 

support strategies that can be put in place to improve attendance, during the school year, 

please contact Mrs B Wilders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

It only remains now for us to get started again for what will hopefully be another amazing  

year !  

  

We thank you for being so patient, understanding, kind and supportive to date. Our little 

children benefit most when we are all working in partnership and support of each other!  We 

eagerly look forward to getting back again!!  

  

God bless you all! 

  

  

Mrs Bridget Wilders   

Principal   

 

  

             

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


