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SCHOOL BAGS TO SCHOOL

Following updated guidance from the Education Authority, we have reviewed our procedures and
risk assessment for children bringing SCHOOLBAGS in to school. These are viewed as a "low
risk" item as they are not shared between children, similar to coats, uniform etc.
Therefore, from Monday 21st September, children can bring a schoobag into the building. Pencil
cases will remain in school and will not be sent home every day. It is still important that we all
exercise due caution with items from home so therefore, pupils must only use their own schoolbag
and not share this with others.
P1&2 pupils should bring their “book-bag” with them. Miss Morrison (Head of Foundation Stage)
will send home more information about this via See-Saw to P1&P2 parents.
Other year groups may buy a book-bag from school instead of a full sized schoolbag and indeed
some other parents have asked if they can do this. An email with a note attached was sent to you
on Wednesday afternoon. If you would like to buy one of these, please do so online via
SchoolMoney by Monday 21st September. Please note, it is not compulsory for pupils P3-7 to
buy a Book Bag from school.

BREAKFAST CLUB AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
As a reminder, our Breakfast and After School Clubs are not available at present. Our Dining
Hall which hosts the clubs is undergoing a refurbishment. It is hoped this will be finished by
the end of September.
Following a Risk Assessment, if it is safe to do so, the clubs will resume at the beginning of
October. I will continue to keep you updated with these developments.
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SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS
Cool For School have scheduled to come to Ashgrove Primary on Thursday 15th and Friday 16th
October to take individual and sibling photographs. For obvious reasons it is not possible this
year to have whole family photographs including parents etc from home.
The organisation of the photographs will be different this year with Cool For School moving to an
online selection and booking system. Once I have more information about this I will of course keep
you informed.

FLU VACCINATIONS
The Flu Vaccination programme in schools will be going ahead this year in the Autumn Term. The
date initially set by the community nurse to administer this in Ashgrove is Monday 9th
November.
The Flu Vaccination programme won’t protect against COVID-19 but it is critical to protecting the
general health of our community. The Public Health Agency has advised schools that children are
the main source of transmission of flu to others in their immediate family and wider community.
Offering a flu vaccination to children will therefore reduce the spread of infection from children to
children, to adults and to those in clinical risk groups of any age.
The vaccine itself is administered via a nasal spray (no needles involved) and parents are not
required to attend.
Parents MUST however give their consent for the vaccination (no child will be vaccinated without
parental consent). Consent forms from the community nurse will be shared with you very
soon and should be returned to school by Monday 12th October. If your child misses the
vaccination or is unwell on the day, you as parent/legal guardian, you will be sent a letter from the
Community Nurse explaining that you should now contact your GP.
More information about the Flu Immunisation Programme and leaflets in other languages can be
found at: http://www.fluawareni.info

P5-7 PERMISSION TO WALK HOME
Thank you to our P5-7 parents and carers who have completed our online permission slip for
children to walk home unaccompanied. This closing date for the submission of this form was
today. We will now collate this information and share it with those adults who supervise the safe
release of children at the school gates.
Please be aware that we can not release pupils into the care of juniors aged 16 or
below.
As you know, we have worked hard to establish a safe routine for the dismissal of children at the
end of the school day. We ask that you remind you child each day what their arrangements are
for home time. If an adult is collecting them, please tell them who it will be.
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If you or a member of your household is diagnosed with Coronavirus, you must
inform us immediately by emailing info@ashgroveprimary.ni.sch.uk
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Starting from next week, our P4-7 children will complete a set of Standardised Tests in school. These
are designed to assess each child’s level of attainment in Literacy and Numeracy. In addition, some
tests also assess the ability level for each child.
These tests give our teacher valuable information on each pupil and allows them to tailor their
teaching approaches to target particular needs. This information is at times requested by external
agencies e.g. Educational Psychologist, AQE etc
Traditionally these tests are conducted in May each year, however due to the pandemic this was not
possible. The tests are computerised and will be administered by Mrs Doherty (SENCo) and Mrs
Hawkins (Learning Support Teacher) in the ICT Suite. Therefore, Mrs Doherty and Mrs Hawkins will
not be available for withdrawal support.
We do not want any child to feel apprehensive about these tests and indeed there is no cause to be.
At this stage there

MOBILE PHONES IN SCHOOL
As a general rule we discourage pupils bringing mobile phones to school as these are not required or
permitted during the day. If you need to contact your child during school time, you must do so via
the Office – messages will be passed on. We do however understand that some older children need a
phone to contact parents or carers after school. If mobile phones must be brought to school, they
must remain switched off and from next week stay in the pupil’s schoolbag.

SCHOOL DINNER MENU
Vegetarian options are available if required
st

Monday 21 September
BBQ Chicken Wrap, Vegetable Rice & Bottled
Water
~
Toffee Yoghurt & Flakemeal Biscuit

Tuesday 22nd September
Chicken & Salad Sandwich and Milkshake
~
Vanilla Rice Pot & Peaches

Wednesday 23rd September
Ham & Cheese Bagel, Carrot Sticks & Bottled
Water
~
Chocolate Cookie

Thursday 24th September
Chicken Tikka Baguette, Cucumber Sticks &
Bottled Water
~
Fruit Jelly Pot & Oatmeal Biscuit

Friday 25th September
Sweet Chilli Chicken Wrap, Veg Pasta Pot &
Apple Juice
~
Popcorn Cookie & Apple Wedges

School meals are only available to those
entitled to Free School Meals at present.
School meals for the week ahead should be
booked online via SchoolMoney.

