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Welcome back to St Mary's P.S. We are delighted to see everyone. The
children are all well settled in and enjoying school. We are really looking
forward to a great year.

A special welcome to all those children who have started with us this
year. We are looking forward fo getting to know you all.

Year One

Aila, Devin, Ben, Dan, Daenerys, Elise, Fionn, Philipa, Zachary,
Rory, Alfie-Sedan. Aoibhinn, Zara, Fionnghuala and Saeran.

Year Three
Conall

Year Six
Caiden
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We would also like to welcome Mr Duffy to our school as our P.7
teacher.

School closings this term.

The school will be closed on Monday 29™ September for staff
training. The school will be closed on Monday 27th October, Tuesday
28™Wednesday 29™ ,Thursday 30™ and Friday 315" October for the
Halloween Break.

Medical
Nut Allergy:We have three children with nut allergies in the school
therefore we would ask parents not to send nuts or any nut-

containing products into the school with children for snack or lunch.
Thanks.

We also have a child in the school who is immune suppressed, it is
imperative that you inform us if your child has chicken-pox or any
other communicable disease as these could be very dangerous for this
child.

1_Morning Arrangements:

School starts at 9.10 a.m.

The waiting room will operate from 8.30 a.m as normal. All children in
school before 9.00 a.m must go to the waiting room where they will be
supervised until 9.00 a.m. They will then go to their classes and leave in
their bags and can go out to play until 9.10 a.m. All children should be
encouraged to come into the school themselves to aid independence.
Parents should not be in the playground after 9 a.m.

2. Home-time Arrangements:

Year One children will go home as arranged for the next week.

Year Two children will go home at 2.00 p.m and can be collected from the
side of the school as last year. After today school club started 1°*
September.
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Year Three-Seven will go home at 3.00 p.m. Children travelling home by
car can be collected from the playground when the weather is fair and
from the dining hall in poor weather. It is important that the school
knows who has permission to collect your child from the school.

3.Dinner

If you wish your child to take hot dinners, they will cost £2.60 per day.
Dinner money must be paid at the beginning of the school week in line
with EA Western Policy. All families will receive a meal menu and please
feel free to choose whichever days suit your children. The menu is also
available on the school website. Please place dinner money in an envelope
with your child's name and class on it outlining the days on which dinner
will be taken. Children are very welcome to bring their own healthy
packed lunch with them to school also. If you are entitled to free school
meals you must re-apply online every year. Thanks very much for your co-
operation.

4.Snack
Children should bring a healthy snack to school for break.

5. Water
Children should bring a bottle of water to school, to drink throughout the
day. A sport type lid is advisable.

6.Data Collection/Consent

Every child will receive a data collection form and a consent form. Please
check the information on the data collection form and make any changes
which are necessary, sign and return to school. Please update all consent

forms which have been sent home. Please complete a consent form for
each child. Thanks.

7.Uniform

The school uniform remains as last year, a school polo shirt and
jumper/cardigan. Navy skirt / pinafore / trousers. Navy school shorts
/summer dresses may be worn for a few weeks whilst the weather is still
warm. Only school navy shorts/navy tracksuit bottoms should be worn.
School P.E kits must be worn for P.E. Children may wear navy tracksuit
bottoms only with their P.E kit. Please put your child's name on all items
of clothing so that they can be returned to them if lost. It is impossible
o reunite owners with uniform pieces if they aren't labelled. Thanks.
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8.Attendance
Children must attend school every day unless they are ill. Please let us
know why your child is of f school either via a telephone call or a note to
the teacher. This is important for DENI records. Do please try to keep
medical and dental appointments outside of school hours where possible.
Thanks.

P.E

P.E with Elevate Kids will take place on Fridays for all classes. Children
can wear their P.E kit to school. Children should wear the school P.E kit -
blue t-shirt, navy shorts/tracksuit bottoms and trainers.This begins on
Friday 5™ September.

Children will also have P.E on another day during the week, class teachers
will let you know which day.

After-School Club

After-school club has already started for Year 2 children. Year 1 children
may attend from Monday 8™ September if you wish. The club runs from
Monday - Friday from 2.00-3.00 p.m at a cost of £3.00 per day. Your
child will receive a booking form and you can choose which days you wish
your child to attend.

Homework

Children will have homework from Monday to Thursday, depending on
their age and stage. Homework is a link between school and home and
reinforces elements being taught in school. If your child is having any
difficulty with their homework, please contact us as soon as possible.
Please sign your child's homework diary.

Parental Contact

If you need to discuss anything with your child's teacher, please contact
the school office and we can arrange for you to speak to their teacher.
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Sponsored Exercise-A-Thon

This year as we continue to focus on Health and Well-Being, Elevate Kids
will be coming to the school to deliver P.E sessions to all classes every
Friday. They will cover a range of activities including Gymnastics, Dance,
Athletics and Games Development. This comes at a cost to the school. In
the past the school has been able to bear the cost but as you are aware
all school budgets have been slashed this year, so rather than asking
parents to pay for it, we are going to take part in a sponsored Exercise-
A-Thon and the money raised will go towards paying for the Elevate Kids
programme which the children love. We are having a sponsored Exercise-
A-Thon with Shaun from Elevate Kids, on Friday 26™ September and he
will fake all classes for a workout and then bring everyone together for a
final workout. It will be great fun and hopefully raise lots of money. All
families will receive a sponsor form. We really appreciate all your support.
Thanks.

Core Values

Last year we worked with our children and staff to develop our Core
Values-those values which underpin what our school is all about. Together
we decided that Respect, Kindness, Resilience, Gratitude, Community and
Enjoyment were the values which we felt were what our school is all
about.

We developed a hew Mission statement and_Vision for our school.

Our Vision is to inspire our children to be the best they can be, caring
learning and growing together.

Our Mission is to be a safe, happy caring school where everyone is valued,
supported and encouraged as we grow and learn fogether in faith and
love.

This year we will be learning what these values look like in our school, this
half-term we are going to focus on Respect- what it looks like in our
school community and beyond-how we treat each other and respond to
each other. So you will be hearing lots about Values this year-we look
forward to sharing all our thoughts and ideas with you all.
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