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Dear Parents and Guardians,

On Thursday morning we had a special assembly in memory of Pope Francis. The children talked about how Pope
Francis looked after everyone, especially those people in need. We were amazed at how much our children knew
about Pope Francis. We prayed for Pope Francis and there is a beautiful memory table in our Foyer honouring his life.
Little did we know that by that evening the Conclave would appoint a new Pope! At our Friday assembly, PSKA/NM
performed a beautiful assembly about honouring Mary in the month of May through prayers and singing, and they led
the whole school in a decade of the Rosary! Well done PSKA/NM! We have set up a May Altar in the school foyer
and our children are invited to bring flowers in to adorn it. At the assembly the children were keen to talk about the
election of Pope Leo XIV. We were very impressed with how much knowledge the children were able to share about
our new Pope, including being able to tell us that the key message of his first address was ‘Peace be with you’. We
will offer our prayers in the coming weeks for Pope Leo.

Primary 4 First Holy Communion

Congratulations to all our Primary 4 children who received the sacrament of First Holy Communion on Saturday. The
sun shone and our children showed great reverence, respect and maturity throughout the ceremony. Thanks to their
teachers Miss Fegan, Mrs O’Hare, and Miss Murphy for preparing the children, Mrs Clarke for preparing the school
choir, our flutist, Miss McAnulty and all the staff who helped on the day. Sincere thanks also to Father Charles and
Deacon Gerry for the beautiful ceremony, and Mrs Eileen Mooney for accompanying the choir and our sacristan, Mr
Des McNeill. We hope our Primary 4 families had a wonderful day.

Transfer to Post Primary in Year 8
Parents/guardians should have received notification of their child’s placement in Post Primary School on Saturday
morning. Please contact the school office if you have not received any communication from EANI.

Friends of St Patrick’s Parents’ Association

The Parents” Association were extremely busy on Friday afternoon with ‘Treat Friday’. They have also arranged a
special treat for the children for the end of sports day. A massive thank you to our Parents Association for their hard
work and dedication in giving up their time. An end of year disco is scheduled for Thursday 26 June.

Sports Day 2025

A letter will be posted on the app tomorrow with arrangements for Sports Day. Whilst we will be finished by lunch
time at Clonduff Playing Fields, it is not a half day. Dinners for Friday must be booked by Wednesday 14" May.
We will not be able to refund your money if you decide to take your child home from the Sports Field, as the
food will have been ordered.

Priorities for Improvement

We will be continuing to focus on improving comprehension through reading, mental maths and how we work things

out in numeracy, and how to make the right choices in life and we would like to commend our children on working so
hard and displaying high standards of respect, good behaviour and manners. We ask you to continue supporting your
children with checking and signing homework activities. Please get in touch if there is ever a problem with this.
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Breaktime Snacks/Water Bottle/Lunches

St Patrick’s follows a Healthy Breaks Policy — this consists of water (not flavoured) and pieces of fruit/vegetables.
We ask you to be mindful of the amount of sugary treats included in lunchboxes and please remind your children
they should not share or swap food items because of allergies! Several children have severe nut allergies. Please
do not send any food with nuts into school.

Child Protection and Safeguarding Concerns and Age-Appropriate Apps

Please ensure you are aware of the content of the apps/games your child is using. Please download our Safer School
App at https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/parent-carer/ and use our school website to look at https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
for guidance on parent controls and age limits.

The Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland (SBNI) has now developed an Online Safety Hub
https://onlinesafetyhub.safequardingni.org/social-media-and-apps/ . The Hub brings together advice and
resources from a range of partner organisations so that parents, carers and young people can easily access advice and
resources in one central place. Please make sure you have the correct parental controls on your devices.

If you have any concerns regarding Safeguarding and Child Protection, please call the school or email
info@stpatricks.hilltown.ni.sch.uk to request a callback. The safeguarding team consists of: Mrs. Reavey, Ms.
McNeill and Mrs. Smith.

Attendance and Punctuality

Our overall school attendance for last year was 94.6%. It is our aim that this will increase to well above 95% by the
end of 2024-2025. There will be special awards for all those children whose attendance is above 97% at the end of
year awards ceremony. We look forward to rewarding lots of children this year!

Please ensure your child attends school when they are well enough to do so. Missing school means your child is
missing making relationships with other children, staff, and of course learning! It is extremely important that your
child does not miss school unless they are ill or have an exceptional reason.

All absences must be reported on the first day either to the general office or by email to
info@stpatricks.hilltown.ni.sch.uk . When a child returns to school, they should have a written note explaining the
reason. Every effort is being made to help develop your child’s learning experience with a focus on well-being from
when they enter school, so it is vital your child arrives punctually. The buzzer gate opens at 8:00am for breakfast club
and 8:30am for all other children. It closes at 9:00am sharp.

School App
Please make sure you have the updated version of the school app. If you are not getting regular notifications, please
delete the app from your devices and download the app again, selecting the relevant onscreen options.

Classroom queries

If you have any general queries, please contact the office on 028 40630061 or email the school. Teachers will not be
able to respond during teaching time, or where they have meetings to attend after school, therefore it may be a few
days before they can reply. If the matter is urgent, please state this when you are calling the office, and we will get
back to you as soon as we can.

As a school family we want you to know we are here to support you in any way we can. If there are occasions when
issues, activities or events become a problem, please contact a member of the School Leadership Team and we will
work to ensure every child gets the best opportunities in school. It would be much appreciated that any complaints
should be brought to the attention of the School Leadership Team so that we can work together to come to a
resolution. The school Complaints Policy is available on the school website, or a copy can be obtained from the
school office.

School Closures

The school will be closed on 26" and 27" of May and the 16" June for School Development Days.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued help and support in the education of your
children. It is very much appreciated.

Yours in partnership,

Geraldine Smith
Principal
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