Digital Art and Design — Making ICT
Creative and Child-Centred

This year, our school is introducing a
new strand in ICT called Digital Art and
Design. It's all about helping children use
technology to be creative, express
themselves, and build important digital
skills for the future.

e What will children do?

e Pupils will take part in exciting digital
art projects using age-appropriate
software and tools. Their work will be
displayed in classrooms and saved
in digital portfolios.

How does this help your child?
These activities are designed to be
fun, engaging, and tailored to each
class. They help children develop
confidence, creativity, and digital
literacy—all essential skills for life and
learning.

How will success be celebrated?
Children’s achievements will be
recognised through classroom
displays, sharing sessions, and
opportunities to showcase their work
to parents and the wider school
community.

Becoming more child centred

Helping Children Feel
Confident and Enjoy Maths

This year, we're focusing on
helping every child feel more
confident and engaged in
maths. We're doing this by:

e Encouraging
independence: Pupils will
use self-assessment
tools like traffic lights and
set personal goals.
Making maths
meaningful: Children will
help shape some
activities and even create
their own word problems.
Celebrating success:
Achievements will be
recognised through
certificates, displays, and
messages home.

Helping Children Love
Reading and Read with
Confidence

This year, we're working to
help every child become a
confident and enthusiastic
reader. We're doing this by:

 Introducing new reading

tools: Pupils will use
Reading Eggs and
Accelerated Reader to
track progress and
celebrate success.
Bringing stories to life:
Children will read
outdoors, take partin
storytelling trails, and
enjoy author visits.
Creating reading-rich
spaces: Classrooms and
playgrounds will have
dedicated reading areas,
word walls, and
storytelling zones.

Why this matters:

When children enjoy reading

and feel confident, they

develop stronger

comprehension skills and a

lifelong love of books.

Celebrating Your Child’s
Achievements in Nursery

We want every child to feel
proud of their progress and
excited about learning. This
year, we're celebrating
children’s successes in fun
and meaningful ways:

e Star of the Week awards
for effort, behaviour, and
learning.

Positive letters and
‘Buddy Bear’ journals
sent home weekly to
share achievements.
Celebration displays in
the nursery cloakroom
and regular updates on

Seesaw. -
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Why this matters: ¢ %
When children feel "1 \6
recognised and celebrated,
they grow in confidence,
enjoy learning more, and
develop positive attitudes
that last.




Digital Citizenship — Helping Children
Learn Safely and Independently
Online

This year, our school is launching a
new initiative called Digital
Citizenship. It's designed to help
children learn how to use technology
safely, responsibly, and confidently.

e What will children do?

Each child will have a personal ‘Digital
Passport’—a folder where they save
their ICT work, certificates, and
achievements. Older pupils will
complete tasks that help them
lbecome responsible digital citizens.

e How does this help your child?
Children will learn how to manage
their own digital work, understand
online safety, and build skills that
prepare them for life in a digital world.

 How will success be celebrated?

Pupils’ progress will be tracked
through their Digital Passports, and
their achievements will be recognised
in class and shared with families.

Improving Teaching and Learning

Strengthen problem-solving
and data handling skills

This target enhances teaching

strategies to support deeper
understanding and critical
thinking.

Parent-Friendly Summary

Building Strong Thinking Skills

in Maths

We're working to improve how

children solve problems and
understand data in maths.
Teachers will:

e Userich vocabulary:
Lessons will include clear
explanations and key
maths words.

Make problems relatable:
Tasks will connect to real-
life situations to make

learning more meaningful.
Encourage teamwork and

reasoning: Pupils will work
together and explain their
thinking.

Why this matters:

These strategies help children

lbecome confident problem-

solvers who can think critically

and apply their learning in
everyday life.

Helping Children Use Rich
Vocabulary and Write
Creatively
We're helping children
become better writers by
focusing on vocabulary and
giving them exciting writing
opportunities. Teachers will:
e Use high-quality texts:
Pupils will explore new
words through shared
reading and vocabulary
walls.
Encourage creative
writing: Children will write
across subjects—like
science and history—and
learn to edit and improve
their work.
Celebrate progress:
Teachers will highlight
pupils’ use of powerful
vocabulary and support
them in developing their
writing voice.
Why this matters:
Strong vocabulary helps
children express themselves
clearly and creatively,
boosting confidence and
achievement in all subjects.

Nursery - Keeping You
Informed About Your Child’s
Learning

We're improving how we
share your child’'s progress
and learning journey with
you. This includes:

e Using Seesaw to send
regular updates, photos,
and videos of your child’s
learning.

Monthly newsletters with
curriculum topics, songs,
and rhymes.

Progress shapshots to
show achievements and
next steps.

Why this matters:

When parents know what
their child is learning, they
can support and reinforce
key skills at home—helping
children thrive both in
nursery and beyond.




Empowering Staff to Lead and
Inspire

What's happening?

The school is encouraging
teachers and support staff to
take on leadership roles, share
ideas, and help shape school
initiatives. Staff are receiving
training and opportunities to

lead projects that benefit pupils.

Why it matters:

When staff feel confident and
supported, they bring fresh
energy and creativity to the
classroom. This helps children
feel inspired, engaged, and
excited to learn.
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Improving Leadership and Management

Supporting Children with
Special Educational Needs
(SEN)

What's happening?
The school is enhancing
support for children with
additional needs by:
e Using personalised learning
plans (PLPs)

Expanding speech and
language support

Providing staff with
specialist training

Why it matters:

Children with SEN will receive
tailored support to help them
thrive. Parents will be involved in
planning and reviewing their
child’s progress.

Promoting Staff Wellbeing to
Support Pupils Better

What's happening?

Staff wellbeing is a priority. The
school is running wellbeing
sessions, celebrating staff
achievements, and offering
mental health support.

Why it matters:

Happy, supported staff create
a positive and caring
environment for children. This
helps pupils feel safe, confident,
and ready to learn.

Making the School’s Values
Visible and Meaningful

What's happening?

The school is making its vision
and values more visible through
displays, assemblies, and
events. Pupils, staff, and parents
will be invited to reflect on what
these values mean.

Why it matters:

When children understand and
live the school’s values—like
respect, inclusion, and
resilience—they grow into
confident and responsible
learners.

Our Values...

Respect Kindness Honesty
Fairess Commitment Trust

Inclusivity Thankfuhess Morals




Strengthen Shared Education
Partnerships

What's happening?

Our school is continuing its
Shared Education work with St
Catherine’s Maintained
Primary School, especially in
Nursery and Year 3. Pupils will
take part in joint activities that
promote friendship, inclusion,
and learning together.

Why it matters:

Children build confidence,
learn about diversity, and enjoy
new experiences with peers
from another school—all within
a safe and supported
environment.
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Making better links with the Community

Celebrate Learning with
Families and the Wider
Community

What's happening?

We're planning more
opportunities for families to get
involved—like Stay and Play
sessions in Nursery, parent
workshops, and celebration
events that showcase pupils’
achievements.

Why it matters:

When families and the
community are part of school
life, children feel proud,
supported, and excited to share
their learning.
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Build Stronger Links with Local
Services and Experts

What's happening?

We're working with outside
agencies like RISE NI, Speech
and Language Therapists, and
local libraries to support
children’s development—
especially in speech, language,
and wellbeing.

Why it matters:

Children benefit from expert
support and fun learning
experiences beyond the
classroom, helping them grow
in confidence and
communication.

Promote Community Events
and Partnerships

What's happening?

We'll continue to host events
like Health & Wellbeing Week,
World Book Day, and school
fairs, involving local groups,
PTFA, and community
organisations.

Why it matters:

These events help children feel
part of a vibrant, caring
community and give families a
chance to connect with the
school in meaningful ways.
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