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Happy New Year to all our Parents/Carers, Staff and Pupils.

We hope you have had a restful break over the holidays and are recharged and happy to be back.  

We are looking forward to seeing what 2026 holds in store for the Model Primary and Nursery School.
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A New Year can bring opportunities for change and new beginnings.  We would like your support to help us improve 2 things this new year.  We have been encouraging pupils to work on these, but they depend on you as parents/carers to enable them to do so.




 
2. Healthy Eating
We would like to encourage you to support your child’s learning and wellbeing by sending healthy snacks and packed lunches to school each day.  Nutritious food helps your child stay focused, maintain energy and participate fully in their learning.  Fruit is provided in each classroom if you do not have something suitable to send to school with your child for mid-morning snack.  Developing good habits will benefit your child both in and out of school.

[image: Healthy Food Clipart Snack Diet ...]
1. Time Keeping
School begins at 9am.  Staff are on duty in the playground from 8:45am each morning for drop off.  Please ensure your child is at school for 9am each morning.  Arriving on time helps pupils start their day calmly and builds positive routines which support learning.  When pupils arrive late, they miss important information, feel rushed and may find it difficult to settle into their school day.  We appreciate your support in helping your child be at school on time and ready to learn each day.
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Swimming
Swimming will resume for pupils from Primary 5 to Primary 7 this term.  Please note the day of your child’s swimming and ensure they come to school prepared. We would appreciate your support in encouraging your child to participate in weekly swimming lessons.  It is an important life skill to have and builds confidence and helps our young people develop in many other ways too.  We are fortunate to be able to offer these lessons across 3 year groups.   
P5C		 Wednesday @ 1:30pm
P6L/M	 Tuesdays @  11:30am
P6/7C		 Wednesday @ 11:30am
P7B		 Friday @ 11:00am
Mighty Oaks	 Wednesday @ 9:30am
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PTFA News 

A big thank you to our PTFA who were kept busy in December organising the coffee mornings before the Christmas Show, providing the hampers for the raffles, and coordinating the Christmas Disco before the end of term. Although they may be small in number, they play a big role in providing these opportunities for our pupils.  We really appreciate the time and effort they give our school.

If you would be interested in joining our PTFA, please come along to our next meeting on Tuesday 3rd March @ 5pm in the school staff room.

Safeguarding Reminder
Please take note, for child protection reasons, parents/carers are NOT allowed in school corridors or classrooms.  
If you are late in bringing your child/ren to school or you need to collect your child/ren early, please report to the school office.
We also ask parents/carers to leave the playground promptly when leaving children to school in the morning and when collecting them in the afternoon.
We appreciate your full cooperation on this matter.


In December, we sent notice of the EA’s increase in school meal prices  which have now come into effect. We are unhappy that such a significant increase was made with minimal warning, but unfortunately this is out of our control.
If your child/ren wish to have a school meal in the canteen, please continue to send money in a named envelope either daily or weekly as before.  The canteen menu is posted weekly on Facebook as a reminder of what food will be available for the incoming week. 
[image: A screenshot of a menu  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Clubs
We continue to offer a wide range of after school activities from 3pm – 4pm, Monday to Thursday.  To facilitate this, a lot of work goes into organising and planning week by week. Please ensure your child’s clubs booking form with payment is sent into school by a Thursday at 1:00pm for the following week.  This is to ensure we have adequate cover and resources to meet the demand for each club.  Late forms cannot be accepted. 
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Nursery & P1 Applications
2026
[image: January 2026 – EA Application Portal ...]
Applications for children starting Nursery & Primary 1 are available online from 12 noon on 7th January for children starting school in September 2026.  For admission for the forthcoming academic year, parents/carers will need to provide their child’s birth certificate and any other verifying documents stipulated in the admission criteria directly to the first preference/provider.  
Applications are open until 12 noon on 21st January 2026. They are not allocated on a first-come first-served basis  
Visit https://connect.eani.org.uk/parent/ to apply and see EA’s website for more information on the admissions process: www.eani.org.uk/admissions 
[bookmark: _Hlk187654138]Dates for your diary:
7th January 		Nursery and P1 Admissions portal opens at 12:00pm
13th January  		Open day 2:00pm – 6:00pm
19th – 23rd January 	P1 Health checks
21st January		 Nursery & P1 Admissions portal closes at 12:00pm
5th February 		Confirmation in St. Eugene’s Cathedral @ 3:30pm

CLOSED 9th – 13th FEBRUARY – HALF TERM 

16TH February 		School starts back @ 9:00am
19th February 		Books Home
5th March 		World Book Day

17th March – St. Patrick’s Day Holiday

2nd April 		School finishes @ 12:00pm

CLOSED 3rd – 10th APRIL – EASTER HOLIDAYS 
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The Education Authority (EA) recently set out a
number of savings measures in response to a
significant funding shortfall of around £300million.

As part of these measures, school meal prices will
increase in January for the first time since 2017.
Pupils entitled to Free School Meals will not be
affected by this rise, and in pre-school, primary
and special school settings will continue to
receive a meal as before.

In post-primary, which operates on a cafeteria
basis, the daily free school meal allowance will
increase by 19.25% to £3.34 to mirror the price
increase across all menu items.

For pupils who are not entitled to free school

meals, new prices will come into effect in January
2026 and are reflected in the figures to the right.
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School Meal Prices
Effective January 1 2026

Pre-School
£3.00

Primary
£310

Post-Primary
19.25% Price increase

Special
£310

Adult Meal
£399
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