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I hope everyone had a nice half-term break and feel refreshed and recharged ready for another half term.  It’s so good to see the brighter and longer days of Spring coming our way.  Let’s hope we have said goodbye to the colder weather.
We have another busy half term lined up between now and Easter, with lots of events and opportunities for our pupils. Please keep an eye on the Schools App daily for any important and up to date information.  
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Staff Development
In line with the TransformED Programme, the Department of Education has allocated 2 additional Staff Development Days to be taken this year.
Dates for these Staff Development Days will be:
· Monday 16th March 2026
· Tuesday 5th May 2026
Please add these dates to your school holiday list. Pupils do not attend school on these dates.  





 
Just a reminder
It may be February, but please don’t forget about our new year resolutions.  We appreciate your continued  support in making sure your child is at school for 9:00am each day and in sending in healthy snacks/lunches.
Model Merits

We’re excited to share that a new Model Merits Board is now on display in our assembly hall to celebrate pupils’ achievements outside of school. If your child has taken part in any special activity or reached a personal milestone, they are welcome to bring it into school. This could be a sporting, musical or artistic achievement, or a voluntary or community activity.  They’ll have their photo added to the board and receive a special mention in assembly. We look forward to showcasing the many talents within our school community!
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[bookmark: _Hlk187654138]Dates for your diary:
3rd March  	PTFA Meeting @ 5:30pm	
5th March	World Book Day    
11th, 12th, 20th, 21st March  P1 health checks
16th March	Staff training (no pupils attend)
17th March	St. Patrick’s Day holiday
23rd March	Big Walk & Wheel Week
31st March	Easter Lunch
2nd April	Finish 12 noon for Easter

CLOSED 3rd – 10th APRIL – EASTER HOLIDAYS
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13th April	New term begins @ 9:00am






Clubs
We continue to offer a wide range of after school activities from 3pm – 4pm, Monday to Thursday.  To facilitate this, a lot of work goes into organising and planning week by week. Please ensure your child’s clubs booking form with payment is sent into school by a Thursday for the following week.  This is to ensure we have adequate cover and resources to meet the demand for each club.  
Late forms cannot be accepted. 
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Spring Sporting News
Football
We would like to thank the PFTA and a donation from an ex parent for our new Gaelic kit which we will be wearing with pride in all competitions this spring.
The school football team will be continuing with the second half of the season in the first week of March.
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Try-a-Tri
We will also be participating in the Caina Healy Try-a-Tri again this year.                                
Swimming
Swimming continues for Key Stage 2 classes this term.  We are very fortunate to be able to offer this and  would like to encourage all our Key Stage Two children to keep up their weekly swimming lessons.
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World Book Day
World Book Day is Thursday 5th March.  In school we will set aside the first week of March to promote reading for pleasure and reading ‘for’ and ‘with’ others.  
Each class will also be involved in decorating their classroom door based around a storybook.  We are looking forward to seeing their creative displays.
All pupils will receive a £1 book token which can be used in ‘Little Acorns’ Bookshop, Great James’ Street, as well as many other popular bookstores.
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PTFA News 

Our PTFA have another fun idea for fundraising this term which may give you a giggle or two watch this space!
They have also kindly agreed to once again donate easter eggs for the easter draw which will be held in school on the last day of term.  There will be winners in every class.
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If you would be interested in joining our PTFA, please come along to our next meeting on Tuesday, 3rd March@ 5:30 pm in the school staff room.

Big Walk and Wheel
From 23 – 27 March 2026, we will be taking part in the ‘Big Walk and Wheel’ challenge in school.  During this week, we want to encourage pupils to walk, wheel, scoot, or cycle to school, helping improve air quality and benefit their communities.  A tally will be kept every day during this week and there’ll be a prize up for grabs for the class with the winning percentage of pupils participating.
NB, for pupils cycling to school, we have bike racks beside our canteen where bikes can be stored safely until the end of the school day.
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School Grounds
After many years of negotiating with the Education Authority, we are finally getting our pitch/playground upgraded. Please be patient and take care in the school grounds at drop off and pick up. It will all be worth it when we get our school grounds improved.
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