Our School Prospectus

A Voice for the Child
Children are not the voice of tomorrow, but the voice of today. They are entitled to
be taken seriously. They have a right to be treated by adults with tenderness and
respect, as equals. They should be allowed to grow into whoever they were meant
to be. The unknown person inside each of them is the hope for the future.
Janusz Korczak
(1878-1942)
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“The quality of education provided by the
school is very good.”

Windmill Integrated Primary School remains one of the most modern educational facilities in the
Dungannon area.
Facilities include:

Eight classrooms, each one furnished with an interactive whiteboard, a whiteboard and direct
access to the playground ( one of which is a modern modular classroom)

Toilet and cloakroom facilities

Two resource areas, one of which is located outside the Foundation/Key Stage 1 classrooms,
used for play, reading groups etc. The other is located outside the Key Stage 2 classrooms
which has been equipped as a practical science and general workspace.

A large assembly/dining hall which is lined and equipped with P.E apparatus, mobile staging,
sound system , a data projector and screen

2 library areas: Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. The different year groups are provided with a
timetabled session each week to develop their library skills. These areas also act as group
rooms/reading recovery rooms.

An ICT suite

Additional libraries in each classroom

A Special Educational Needs room.

A Group room

A staff room

One disabled toilet

A secretary’s office

A Bursar’s office

Stores are available for books, music equipment, cookery equipment, Science and Technology
equipment, PE equipment and canteen furniture

Principal’s Office

Large foyer

A school meals kitchen with all modern appliances
The grounds are extensive and well maintained which adds to the pleasant suburban atmosphere. We
have

A hard-core tarmac playground with games markings, play facilities, seating areas and picnic
tables

A synthetic pitch for football and general play

Tractor tyres where the children plant a variety of fruit and vegetables and then harvest
themselves

An orchard, a natural willow-dome and tunnel which will be further developed in years to come

Two storage sheds that house a range of outdoor play equipment

A potting/garden shed
The expertise of the Integrated College’s staff is also at our disposal and we have excellent links with
the school in general.

Full use is made of our local environment in providing learning experiences ie Nunnery Hill at
Dungannon Park, Ranfurly Visitors Centre, Dungannon Library, Dungannon District Council, Stem Centre
at South West College , Black Lough, Sperrinview Special School, Dungannon United Youth. This
includes out-of-school visits including a programme of swimming for pupils in Primary 3 - 7 based at
Dungannon Leisure Centre.

Principal:
Vice Principal:
P 7:
P 7:
P 6:
P 5:
P 4:
P 3:
P 2:
P 1:

Mrs S. Ferguson
Mrs S. Ross
Mr K. Campbell
Mrs B. Nugent
Miss N. Hughes
Mr E. Vaughan
Mrs J. Mitchell
Miss E. McCrilly
Mrs S. Ross
Mrs S. Cleary

Head of Nursery:

Mrs K. Corr

Smaller Groups
Team:

Mrs S Cummings
Miss A Teague
Mrs W. O’Neill
Miss C Bartley
Ms E. Jordan
Mrs J. Loughran
Mrs A. Lynch
Mrs M. Mullen
Miss H. Lucas
Miss R. Heron
Miss V .Stewart
Mrs S .Carson
Mrs S .Gilbin
Miss J. Loughran
Mrs T. Falloon

Teaching
Assistants:

Mrs E. Creggan
Mrs D. Cowan
Mrs V. Tate
Mrs B. Somerville

I.T. Technician:

Mrs P. Donnelly

Building
Supervisor:

Mr T O’Connor

Cleaners:

Mrs W. O’Neill
Mrs J. Kierepa

Bursar:
Secretary:

Ms A. Teague
Miss T. Murtagh

Kitchen Staff:
Mrs J. Adamson( cook)
Mrs J. Graham
Mrs S. Frew
Mrs R. McKernan

Mr Ryan Falls

Foundation Governor

Mrs Kierna Corr
Mrs Barbara Nugent

Mrs Sandra Ferguson
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“The teachers challenged the children’s thinking, deepened their understanding of key concepts and
promoted the development of their oral and problem solving skills. They used a wide range of teaching
strategies effectively.”



“Throughout the school, the learning support assistants make a significant contribution to the children’s
learning and well-being.”



“The senior leadership team have a realistic direction for the school and nursery unit based on a clear
knowledge of and vision for the school.”



“There can be confidence in the aspects of governance evaluated. The governors are well informed about
and engaged in aspects of the life and work of the school.”

Admissions

COMPLETION OF FORMS
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“In English, almost all of the children and in mathematics
most of the children make very good progress in line with
their ability or above expectation.”



‘”The school’s current analysis of performance data
accurately informs the teachers of the needs of individual
children and guides the subsequent interventions.”



“The central library is used effectively to encourage a
love of reading in conjunction with an interactive
reading programme in which the school has recently
invested.”

Skills and capabilities will be developed
throughout all six Learning Areas which consist
of
 Language & Literacy,
 Maths & Numeracy,
 Personal Development and Mutual
Understanding,
 Physical Education
 The Arts ( Music, Art& Design, Drama)
 The World Around Us (Science
& Technology, History, Geography)

Language and Literacy

Including Talking and Listening, Reading and Writing
Language and Literacy is seen as central to the curriculum.
A wide range of texts are available to promote children’s
enthusiasm and develop their skills across a range of
genre.
Windmill Integrated Primary School has invested in
Accelerated Reader. Pupils from Primary 3 to Primary 7
access this programme and complete a comprehension
test within 24 hours after reading a book. More recently
school has purchased the MyOn package which contains
over 5000 virtual non-fiction books suitable for all year
groups.
A Linguistic Phonic Programme has been implemented in
every year group to provide the pupils with an additional
word decoding and spelling strategy.
Several classroom assistants have been trained in the
‘Reading Partnership‘ programme to further assist children
develop their confidence and ability and also in ‘Talking
Partners’ and in ‘Speech and Language Link’ to develop
children’s speech and language.

Maths and Numeracy
There are five main areas of study in the Mathematics and
Numeracy curriculum: Processes, Number, Measures, Shape
& Space and Data Handling. Each area is studied every year
by every year group. Emphasis is also placed throughout P1
to P7 on the development of mental agility. Numeracy is a
life skill, used in making everyday decisions and in virtually
every life context. We present Maths through practical
activities which help foster understanding and the
development of correct mathematical language. Practical
activities will be followed by more formal exercises to help
consolidate
and
reinforce
knowledge,
skills
and
understanding.
Several classroom assistants provide additional teaching for
individuals or small groups who have difficulty with some of
the aspects of Number using strategies from the Catch Up,
Numicon and Maths Milestone Programmes.
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“The children have a sound knowledge of key
mathematical concepts, are able to discuss their
learning using appropriate mathematical language
and are confident in applying their skills.”



“The teachers provide a stimulating learning
environment for numeracy which promotes the
children’s thinking skills.”



“Numeracy is well integrated across the curriculum
and effective use is made of ICT to enhance the
learning and teaching of mathematics.”
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“The quality of the presentation of the children’s
written work is given a high priority throughout
the school and the children write for a variety of
purposes and audiences.”

Personal Development and
Mutual Understanding
There is an increased emphasis on Personal
Development across the Curriculum. This is
divided into two strands



Personal Understanding & Health



Mutual Understanding in the Local &
Global Community.

Within the first strand, pupils are helped to
understand the importance of issues such as
healthy eating, physical activity and road
safety.
Within the second strand pupils are helped to
respect others within their own community
and the wider world. Windmill Integrated
Primary School is involved in the following
programmes that support the implementation
of Strand 2 –E-Twinning, Speedwell, Trust
Programme, Erasmus +, Shared Education,
E-Schools Project and W5 Project.
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“There is a caring, welcoming and
inclusive ethos evident throughout the
school reflecting the integrated nature
of the school.”

Physical Education
Children are helped and encouraged to
develop their physical skills including coordination, strength, stamina and spatial
awareness. Skilful body movements are
development through gymnastic movement,
dance (creative and national), games,
swimming and athletics.
Over the past number of years our school
has worked with IFA Youth Coaches to
develop our children’s physical fitness and
sports skills.
Swimming lessons begin in Primary 3 and
the majority of children can swim confidently
and skilfully by the end of Primary 7.
Children in Primary 7 are also encouraged to
participate in the National Cycling Proficiency
Scheme

Fundamental Movement Skills
Windmill Integrated Primary School is
involved in a new initiative in Physical
Education called Fundamental Movement
Skills. These skills are movement patterns
that involve different body parts such as the
legs, arms, trunk and head and include such
skills as running, hopping, catching, throwing,
striking and balancing.
They are the foundation movements
necessary for 3-8 year old children as a
precursor to the more specialized, complex
skills used in play, games, sports, dance,
gymnastics, outdoor education and physical
recreation activities.
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“The school gives very good attention
to promoting healthy eating and
physical activity.”

The World Around Us
Focusing on the development of knowledge,
skills and understanding in Geography,
History and Science & Technology
Before September 2007, Science/Technology,
Geography and History were separate
subjects. Now they are joined together under
the title’ World Around Us’. This means that
they can be taught together and children can
see how one subject area is linked to another.
For example in Primary 7 the children may
cover a topic about ‘The Irish Famine’.



They could examine what life was like
for people during the time of the
famine (History).



Could compare with areas in the World
affected
by
famine
to-day
(Geography).




Could
necessary
(Science)

investigate
for
growing

The Arts
Including Art & Design, Drama and Music

conditions
potatoes

Each class sets aside time to develop the above
areas. In the Foundation Stage the children have
ample opportunity to build junk models, create models
from dough, clay or plasticine, paint, draw etc through
their work-time programme. Music is also used
throughout the day as they learn songs, play simple
instruments and create music. As children move
through the classes their fine and gross motor skills
will develop.

Could build a moving vehicle using a
range of junk materials etc that will
transport a kg of potatoes to market.
(Technology)

Topics will differ throughout the school from
P1 to P7 but the process remains the same.
As well as sound teaching in all areas the
senior pupils are provided with opportunities to
compete in Regional and National Science
and Technology competitions ie KNEX,
Primary Science and Technology Challenges.

Windmill Integrated Primary School has a strong
tradition of musical and drama productions. All pupils
perform at the Annual Harvest Service, Annual Carol
Service and each alternate Christmas the P1-P4 and
P5-P7 pupils perform a separate drama production for
parents and friends.
P4-P7 pupils participate in the School Choir. The choir
performs at school concerts and community events
such as Nightengale Nursing Home, Tesco’s and
Carols 4 All at St. Anne’s Parish Church.
Many pupils are entered for the individual verse
speaking section at the Dungannon Music and Drama
festival and Dungannon Feis.
Tuition in stringed instruments
is provided weekly for senior classes by
peripatetic teachers from the Education Authority
Southern Region.
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“There are very effective links with the local and
wider community.”
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ICT

“The children’s use of information and
communication technology (ICT) to
enhance their learning is of a high
standard.”

Using Information & Communication Technology, along with Communication and Using Mathematics, is one of the three statutory cross-curricular skills introduced as part of the Northern Ireland
Curriculum and which will be assessed and reported on throughout the school using levels of progression.
The requirements for Using Information & Communication Technology are set out under headings
described as the 5 E’s. These are: Explore, Express, Exchange, Evaluate and Exhibit.
Windmill Integrated Primary School is well resourced to provide opportunities for these skills and
competences to be developed as the school currently has



An ICT suite with 16 networked PC’s and 20 wireless laptops



64 ipads



Bee Bots



Pro Bots



30 Activotes



Cameras



Videocamera



2 Raspberry Pi

Any child who has
not been collected will remain in school. The
emergency contact will be telephoned. If there is an
emergency and you think your child will not be
collected on time, please telephone the school and
let us know. This allows us an opportunity to inform
the child of the circumstances and eliminate any
unnecessary distress.

For any lengthy period of absence (e.g in excess of
two weeks) you should speak with your child’s
teacher to check if home tuition may be required.
Home tuition is provided by the Education Authority
for extended illness only.
If i

Keeping Safe Programme
Windmill Integrated Primary School is fortunate
to be one of 90 schools throughout Northern
Ireland to be involved in delivering the NSPCC
Keeping Safe Programme.
It involves the
adoption of a whole school approach ensuring
that preventative education is embedded in all
aspects of school life.
Classroom resources have been designed under 3
themes:

healthy relationships

my body

being safe
The programme includes:

age appropriate lessons which can be taught
as part of the Personal Development and
Mutual Understanding (PD&MU) curriculum
tailored school assemblies designed to engage
children in learning about keeping safe
school staff receiving guidance about how to
reinforce safety messages to children in all
classes from P1-P7.
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“The special educational needs co-ordinator leads
very effectively the provision for children who
require additional support.”
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“Parents are well informed about their
children’s progress and the life and work of
the school.”

The Board of Governors has adopted the
following guidelines for the current financial year
but this is subject to review. No charges are
made for any lessons or activities, which
contribute to the Northern Ireland Curriculum but
the Board of Governors may appeal to parents
from time to time for their support in the form of
voluntary contributions. No child will, in any way,
be disadvantaged should parents decide not to
subscribe.
Occasionally the school may take part in an
‘optional extra’ such as a visit to the theatre, a
residential trip or a school outing in the Summer.
Charges will be made for these but costs will be
kept to a minimum.

Individual Tuition/Musical Instruction
External tutors provide tuition in piano and violin.
Charges will be levied for the hire of instruments,
examination fees and other resources.

Practical Subjects
Charges will be made for ingredients and materials
needed for courses in practical subjects where parents
indicate in advance a wish to receive the finished
product.

French Lessons
Children from Primary 1 to Primary 7 take part in weekly
French lessons.

Security

Following recent legislation all schools are required to
meet high standards of security. Windmill Integrated
Primary School operates a surveillance system which
screens visitors coming into school and records activity
in the school grounds, 24 hours a day.

Car Parking
There is a car park for staff and one for parents and
visitors. Please do not park in the disabled bays unless
you need this facility

All reasonable steps will be
taken to provide access for an
appropriate
education
that
affords the opportunity for every
child to achieve his/her full
potential regardless of Special
Educational Needs or disability
in accordance with SENDO (NI)
2005.

If you are concerned about the
safety of your child or another from
a child protection perspective then
you should speak directly to the
school’s designated teacher or
deputy designated teacher. If there
are concerns that a child may be at
risk the school is obliged to make a
referral to social services.

Account will be taken of SENDO
2005
in relation
to
the
application
of
this
policy
including an awareness of
children with SEN; learning
difficulties,
which
call
for
specialist educational provision
to be made and disabilities that
have substantial and long term
effect on the ability to carry out
normal day to day activities .

Unless there are concerns that a
parent may be the possible abuser,
the parents will be informed
immediately. The Principal may
seek advice or clarification and
consult
with
the
Education
Authority’s Designated Officer or
the Senior Social Worker before a
referral is made. No decision to
refer a case to Social Services will
be
made
without the fullest
consideration and on appropriate
advice.
Our Safeguarding Team is made
up of:
The Principal
Mrs S. Ferguson

The Designated Teacher for
Child Protection
Mrs S. Ross
The Deputy Designated
Teachers for Child Protection
Mrs E. Vaughan
Mrs K. Corr
Mrs B. Nugent
Governor responsible for Child
Protection
To be appointed
Chairperson of the Board of
Governors
Mrs V. Kelly
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“The school and the nursery
unit have comprehensive
arrangements in place for
safeguarding children.”

The ROE programme was founded
in Canada. Evidence shows that
Roots of Empathy leads to a positive
effect on behaviour.
The programme reflects and complements the school curriculum and
the values of the Rights Respecting
School where children are respected
and their talents are nurtured.
The 9 themes chart the development
of the baby and the relationships in
the classroom :
Meeting the Baby
Crying
Caring and Planning
Emotions
Sleep
Safety
Communicating
Who am I?

Goodbye and good wishes
During classroom based programme
the instructor works closely with the
teacher and together they guide the
children to observe, share and celebrate the development of “their” special baby.
This experiential learning promotes
social and emotional understanding
and pupils learn and celebrate their
uniqueness and that everyone is
different. The unique opportunity
they have to observe the relationship
between the Mum and child helps
them to become more attuned to
their own feelings and the feelings of
others. This process supports the
development of empathy as they
reflect on these feelings.

Children in every year group have
the opportunity to participate in Forest School at Windmill Integrated
Primary School and Nursery Unit.
These sessions take place in our
very own BEAR WOODS/ BIG
BEAR WOODS. During the sessions, our children explore, play and
learn in a safe, natural environment.
They are encouraged to take risks,
make decisions and initiate their own
learning experiences, such as tree
climbing, den building and working
creatively with natural materials.
Forest school activities promote
good physical and mental health and
the sessions are designed to develop resilience, creativity, independence and confidence in each child.
Alongside this, the children learn to
care for and respect the woodland.
They are encouraged to be inquisitive about the plants and animals
that live within the habitat, and in
doing so, they develop a positive
connection with the natural world.
The children learn new skills
through practical, hands-on learning
and have lots of fun!

Windmill IPS’s international
work includes eTwinning projects
with the Nursery and Foundation
Stage classes, an Erasmus Plus
KA2 with preschools from
Greece, Turkey, Denmark, Finland and Croatia, KA1 training for
staff across the school on
inclusion and diversity, French
lessons for all the primary pupils,
Mandarin Chinese for the KS2
pupils and as an afterschool activity. In fact the school has been
involved in British Council projects through Comenius to Erasmus since 2004.
Windmill was awarded the British
Council’s prestigious International School Award in February
2020 in recognition of its work to
bring the world into the classroom.
‘Embedding an international dimension in children’s education
ensures that they are truly global
citizens and helps prepare them
for successful lives and careers
in an increasingly global economy.’
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“The school is meeting very effectively the educational and pastoral needs of the
Roots of Empathy educates both the 
children.”
mind and the heart.

WINDMILL INTEGRATED PRIMARY SCHOOL
Address: 30 Old Eglish Road, Dungannon, BT71 7BE
Website www.windmillips.com
E-mail:info@windmillintegrated.dungannon.ni.sch.uk
School App: Windmillips App available on App Store and
Google Play Store

