GIBSON NEWS – Winter 24

	KEY DATES:

Friday 20 December ~ School closes for Christmas
· 12.30pm finish for Y1 -3 pupils
· 1.00pm for Y4-7 pupils
Monday 6 January ~ School reopens for pupils.


	Open Night
Our Open Night for prospective new pupils starting school next year is on Thursday 12 December from 4.00pm – 6.00pm.

If this is of interest to you or someone you know we would be delighted to see you and your child there.
There is no requirement to book, just encourage people to come and see what Gibson Primary School is all about!

A Principal’s address will take place at 4.30pm and 5.30pm.


	Christmas Arrangements

Christmas Show Dates
· Year 1 show – Tuesday 10 December at 10.00am
· Year 2 show – Thursday 5 December at 10.00am
· Year 3 show – Wednesday 11 December at 10.00am  
· Year 4 show – Wednesday 4 December at 1.30pm
· Language Unit – Wednesday 11 December at 1.00pm  

Christmas Dinner
Our Christmas Dinner is planned to be on Thursday 12 December. This is always a popular day at Gibson with over 90% of pupils taking a school Christmas Dinner.  These can be booked online as usual.

Y5 – 7 Christmas Carol Service
Once again, we will be holding our annual Carol Service in St Columba’s Church of Ireland on Monday 16 December starting at 7pm.  This is always a highlight of our Christmas celebrations.

Christmas Fun Day
Our PTA Christmas Fun Day is taking place on Thursday 19 December. We have lots of things planned for this fun day with Santa’s Arrival being a closely guarded secret. Children are encouraged to wear their own clothes and donate £2 to help cover the costs of the day. The money should be sent in on the day.


	PTA Christmas Movie Night – Our PTA Christmas Movie Night is on MONDAY 25 NOVEMBER.  Places should have already been booked so no money is needed on the night for Year 1 – 3 pupils.  Only pupils from Gibson PS may attend.

· Year 1 – 3 pupils should attend from 6.15 – 7.30pm  
· Drinks and snacks will be provided

· Year 4 – 7 pupils can come from 6.30 – 8.30pm 
· Tuck shop will be available

NO pupil will be allowed to leave without an adult collecting them from the school as it will be dark!


	PTA Raffles – We will be holding PTA raffles at the Year 1, 2 and 3 Christmas shows. This is an important way of raising funds to help cover the costs of the different activities which we will be running for the children in the coming weeks.  

If you have any donations for these raffles, we would be extremely grateful if they could be left into the school office. 


	Flu Vaccination – Our school nursing team have confirmed that flu vaccinations will be administered in school on Thursday 21 November.  Consent forms have already been issued and returned for this.


	Year 2 – Mrs Pollock starts her Maternity leave on Friday 22 November.  Miss Crozier will be covering this post.  Miss Crozier has covered previous absences and maternity posts in Year 1 and Year 2 and is an experienced teacher who will continue to maintain our high standards.


	Sporting Events
Our Cross Country team will be taking part in Round 2 of the NI Athletics competition in Irvinestown on Wednesday 4 December.

A Year 5 & 6 hockey team are taking part in a local tournament on Friday 22 November. 

Good luck to all involved.


	Choir Performances
Our Year 5 – 7 choir have been practicing hard with Mrs Irwin and Vicci and will be performing at a number of events in the community including:
 
· School Open Night – Thursday 12 December between 4.00pm – 6.00pm

· The Silverbirch Hotel – Thursday 5 December at 11.30am (Carers’ Carol Service)

· School Carol Service – Monday 16 December at 7.00pm at St Columba’s

· Three Rivers Nursing Home – Thursday 19 December at 1.30pm
 

	Wrap Around Care
We have a Breakfast Club which operates from 8.00am and a Busy Bees After School Club which runs from 3.00pm – 5.00pm each day.

Breakfast Club costs £1.50 per day or £6.00 per week and does not need to be booked in advance.

Busy Bees costs £8 per day and MUST be booked using our online booking system (same as we use for school dinners) the previous day to ensure we have safe staffing levels.


	School Uniform Labelling
There are an increasing number of items gathering in our lost property room due to not being labelled.  

These can quite simply be returned if your child’s name is written onto all items of clothing (especially jumpers and coats).  We appreciate these are expensive to replace and it frustrates everyone when an item of lost property cannot be returned.  


	Catering Assistant Position
EA Catering Services have asked us to advertise a Catering Assistant Position for lunchtime hours as follows:

· 10 – 12.5 Hours per week
· £12.52 per hour
· Full training provided
· For immediate start

Please contact Derek Evans on 028 82411449 if interested.
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