[image: ]

[image: C:\Users\PFleming930\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\JPM95PWO\SM_silver_2015_16.jpg]	St. Joseph’s Primary School
[image: C:\Users\pctwo\Documents\Robyn\PR plans & guides\glp school-inverted.jpg][image: ][image: C:\Users\PFleming930\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\OL5EBMBE\FairAware green small - jpg.jpg][image: Image result for eco schools logo]42 Castle Street
Lisburn
BT274XE
‘Being the best that we can be’



Friday Note					Friday 27th March 2020				No. 23

Distance Learning
As mentioned in previous letters sent home, we find ourselves in unique and unprecedented times with regards to how education for the children can be delivered on a daily basis.  Teachers and classroom assistants have planned detailed work, activities, and tasks for the children to complete on a weekly basis.  Communication with staff remains paramount and I would encourage you to contact staff in the mannerism that they have asked you to.  Staff are available during the normal ‘school working week’ i.e. either 9-2pm or 9-3pm.  We will not post any work or new information to you after 3pm on Friday to let you have a well-earned rest at the weekend.

At this time our thoughts are with the key workers and frontline service workers as they carry out their duties with conviction to keep us safe.  On their behalf, I would ask you, to ensure the children are kept at home, especially older children, during this time of crisis.  Please keep all key workers in your thoughts and prayers. 

Amazon News!
Amazon today cancelled its subscriptions for books and audio stories for children and students of all ages as long as schools are closed.  Children and young adults everywhere can instantly stream an incredible collection of stories, including titles across six different languages, that will assist with learning.  All stories are free to stream to your desktop, laptop, tablet or phone using the following link https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 

Useful Websites and ideas for Home Learning
Our school website has lots of useful websites and resources that you can access to help your child learn at home. Click on the link below and choose your child's year group page https://www.stjosephsschool.org/meet-the-classes/home-learning/

C2K NewsDesk
The C2k NewsDesk is a fantastic resource that is updated daily with articles and activities that your child can complete at home.  To access the NewsDesk, the children log in to their My School homepage www.c2kschools.net with their C2k username and password.  On their homepage, click My links and then you will see the C2k NewsDesk icon.  There is a Junior NewsDesk (P1-4) and a Senior NewsDesk (P5-7).

Spread a little happiness with a Rainbow
All across the country at the minute, children are trying to spread some joy by creating a rainbow and displaying it on their window.  It means if you are out for a walk getting fresh air (keeping a social distance of course), you will see that your friends are still thinking about you and others.  We have received some lovely photos of your rainbows, but we would love to see some more!  You can tweet your photos to our school twitter page @stjosephlisburn or send them to your child's teacher on SeeSaw. 

Grow in Love
Grow in Love is a fantastic resource that we use in school to deepen your children's understanding of their faith through bible stories, songs, videos etc.  Veritas have made their online Grow in Love resources available to parents over the next few weeks.  All you have to do is go to the Grow in Love website:  https://app.growinlove.ie/en and log in with the email: trial@growinlove.ie and the password: growinlove.  When you login, choose your child's year group page. 

eBooks
During the school closures lots of websites are providing free access to their eBooks to help support your child's reading as they learn at home. 
Libraries NI https://www.librariesni.org.uk/Pages/LNIeBooksandeMagazines.aspx
Accelerated Reader https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html
Oxford Owls https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/books/free-ebooks/
Free School Meal Entitlement
The Department of Education has asked the Education Authority to pay the entitlement or costs of weekly Free School Meals to parents of children that are entitled to receive them.  This payment will be made on a fortnightly basis and should help to supplement meal preparation at home.  The Education Authority are also exploring the options of providing a service within the community to provide additional food and assistance for families and the vulnerable. 

Message from Pope Francis
Tonight, before falling asleep, think about when we will return to the street.  When we hug again, when all the shopping together will seem like a party.  Let’s think about the coffees will return to the bar, the small talk and the photos close to each other.  We think about when it will be all a memory, but normalcy will seem an unexpected and beautiful gift.  We will love everything that so far seemed futile to us.  Every second will be precious.  Swims at the sea, the sun until late, sunsets, toasts and laughter.  Strength and courage to all!

P6 Transfer Information (Taken from the websites of AQE & GL A)

STATEMENT REGARDING COVID-19 (Coronavirus) This is a very uncertain time for everyone involved in education, not least for parents and pupils.  As the situation develops over the coming days and weeks, AQE will monitor what is happening and will work closely with our colleagues in the primary schools to ensure that parents and pupils are kept fully informed of the AQE procedures and assessments for 2020/21.  The AQE website will also keep schools, parents and pupils up to date with the latest developments.  Schools, parents and pupils should continue to prepare for the assessments in the home environment, while we continue to monitor the situation.  Any updates will be provided on our website.
2020/21 PPTC (GL) Registration Pack
We will update our website with links to download the 2020/21 Registration Pack as soon as it becomes available. This is usually around mid-May when Registration opens.  We will keep the links to last year's Registration Pack listed for reference purposes until the 2020/21 pack is available.
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