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Policy for use of Mobile Phone 

This policy outlines the appropriate use of mobile phones on our school site.

*Where reference is made to mobile phones, included are digital devices*

Rationale

St. Brigid’s P.S. recognises that students regularly use electronic devices and that many parents wish their children to carry mobile phones to enhance their safety. 

St.Brigid’s P.S. aims to develop a culture of responsible use of mobile phones and other digital devices by pupils.
St.Brigid’s P.S. further recognises that there are many benefits and learning opportunities to be gained from the use of technology such as mobile phones and other digital devices.  However, the increasing technical sophistication of these telephones raises the following issues and challenges which the school management must address:
1
A number of studies have raised issues about the wider impact of phones on children and young people’s mental health and wellbeing (DENI Circular 2024/14);
2
A report from the Children’s Commissioner published in 2023 indicates that nearly a third of young people will have viewed pornography by age 11. 

3.       Data from Office of National Statistics (2020) suggests that one in five children (19%) aged 10-15 experienced at least one type of bullying behaviour online, and out of them, around three quarters (72%) said they experienced at least some of it at school or during school time. 

4        A global study of nearly 30,000 young adults found a link between the age a child received their first smartphone and their mental health in young adulthood (Age of First Smartphone/Tablet and Mental Wellbeing Outcomes).

5.        OECD’s most recent Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) 2022 findings have indicated that 45% of students across OECD countries feel anxious if their phones are not near them. 

Aims

To inform all members of our school community, pupils, staff and parents about the appropriate use of mobile phones at our school.  
To outline the procedures and processes of this policy.

Guidelines
Staff

During teaching time, while on playground duty and during meetings, mobile phones will be switched off or put on ‘silent' or ‘discreet' mode.

Except in urgent or exceptional situations, mobile phone use is not permitted during teaching time, while on playground duty and during meetings.
Pupils 

In general, pupils should not bring valuable items to school, as they can be easily lost, which is often distressful for a primary age child.
When pupils enter the school grounds the school takes no responsibility for mobile phones.  Mobile phones must not be taken to school by pupils.
Parents are reminded that in cases of emergency the school office remains a vital and appropriate point of contact and can ensure your child is reached quickly and assisted in any appropriate way.
Parents/ Visitors

Parents/visitors are not permitted to record videos or take photos on mobile devices on the school grounds.  Parents/visitors are discouraged from using mobile phones on school property. 
Sanctions
In line with our Behaviour Policy, for pupils who fail to follow these guidelines, the following sanctions may be applied:
· Confiscation of mobile phone (handed back to the parent at the end of the day).

Inappropriate Use

Generally, a mobile phone will be used inappropriately if it:

· Disrupts or is likely to disrupt the learning environment or interfere with the operation of the school; or

· Threatens or is likely to threaten the safety or well being of any person; or is in breach of any law.

Inappropriate use of mobile phones will include pupils using them to bully, intimidate or otherwise harass other people through any SMS or text message, photographic, video or other data transfer system available on the phone. 

It should be noted that it is a criminal offence to use a mobile phone to menace, harass or offend another person. The school may consider it appropriate to involve the police.

The procedures applying to the inappropriate use and security of mobile phones, apply equally to the inappropriate use of portable computer games, Ipods and similar devices.

Parent/Guardian Permission

I have read and understand the above information about the appropriate use of mobile phones and other electronic devices and I understand that this form will be kept on file at the school.
     Parent Name (print) _________________________

Parent signature      _________________________

Date

       _________________________

