Lissan PS Newsletter

December 2025

Dear Parents,
Please find below useful information and reminders for the month of December 2025.

Dear Parents/ Guardians,

As we enter the holy season of Advent, our children are busy preparing in many ways for the joy of
Christmas. We have lots of lovely activities planned throughout December, so please keep an eye on Class
Dojo, Facebook, and our school website for updates.

Our Primary 1, Primary 2 and Primary 3 children are excited to present their beautiful adaptation of the
Christmas story, while our older pupils are eagerly preparing to perform their musical medley, Songs
Through the Decades. We are confident that both performances will be truly memorable and enjoyable for
all.

If you have any worries or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at cmcintyre695@c2kni.net.
Thank you for your continued support as we journey together through this special season.

Warm regards,

R 3
Mrs Ciara Mclintyre ‘ éﬁ ; i?

Principal Ko :

Christmas Dinner
Thursday 4" December

We would like the children to wear something Christmassy on this day, if they wish,
but please do not go to the expense of buying a Christmas jumper!

£

P 2 4
£ 2 Donation.

This year we would ask that every child donates £2 on Christmas Jumper Day — all
donations will go to St. Vincent de Paul, Cookstown. Payment can be made via Parent
Pay. Many thanks for your continued support.

Together we learn, grow and play in God’s love and care.




Lissan Primary School

Open Evening

Tuesday 2" December

Mrs Ciara Mcintyre
Principal

Lissan Primary School
6 Claggan Road,
Cookstown
%, 028 8676 U581

info@lissan.cookstown.ni.sch.

uk

If you're unable to attend,
please contact us to arrange
an alternative visit.

This event provides an opportunity to view
our excellent facilities, meet members of

staff, and experience first-hand the

welcoming and nurturing environment that

Lissan Primary School offers.

Our provision includes:

Small class sizes ensuring individual
attention and support

High standards of academic
achievement across all areas of the
curriculum

Dedicated, experienced, and caring
staff

A broad range of extra-curricular and
enrichment cpportunities

Breakfast Club (from 8:00am) and After
School Care (until 4:30pm)

Newly refurbished classrooms featuring
a modern ICT Suite and Sensory Room

We take great pride in providing a

supportive, inclusive learning environment
where every child is encouraged to achieve

their full potential.

Address by the Principal, Mrs Ciara Mclntyre, at
6:30pm, followed by a guided tour of the school

For children due to commence Primary One in September 2026

Please inform family and friends about our Open Night.

Together we learn, grow and play in God’s love and care.




School Holidays
School will close on Friday 19" December at 11.00 am.
Buses will operate to and from school that day.

School reopens on Monday 5th January 2026.

Open Enrolment for September 2026

The Education Authority will publish information on their website about the Primary One
Admissions procedure and Admissions Procedure and Admissions Criteria for Primary Schools
on 10t December.

Applications for entry to Primary One are now online and the portal will open on 7th January
2026 at 12 Noon and close on 21st January 2026 at 12 noon.

All information is available on EA website under the admissions section at:

https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions

Itis essential to ensure that Supporting documentation (Birth Certificate) is with the school before
the portal closes. If you need any additional help, please do not hesitate to contact the office.

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Mass will be celebrated on Monday 8th December at 7.30 pm

in St Michael’s Church. Mass can be viewed:
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/Camera/st-michaels-lissan

Together we learn, grow and play in God’s love and care.



https://www.mcnmedia.tv/Camera/st-michaels-lissan
https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions

P1/2/3 Christmas Performance

We are delighted to be able to welcome P1/2/3 parents to watch our Early Years
Nativity! P1/2/3 will perform on Monday 15" and Tuesday 16" December at
10am. We hope to be able to accommodate all parents, please ensure that you
have contacted the class teacher to request your tickets. More information will
follow on Class Dojo. I am sure it will be a superb show!

Christmas Tests and Evaluation of Learning

Evaluation Weeks 1st — 12th December

It is important that all pupils are in school over the next two weeks in order
for teachers can complete evaluations. Thank you for your cooperation.

Monday 5th January 2026 P3 stay to 3pm

In Term 2 onwards, Monday 5th January, P3 will remain in school
everyday until 3pm.

Together we learn, grow and play in God’s love and care.




Cash for Clobber Collection

In perfect time for a Christmas clear out, we are participating in a clothes
recycling programme called Cash for Clobber in conjunction with Cookstown
Textile Recyclers.

The Eco-Warriors are asking for all used and unwanted clothes in bags, to be left
into the school on or before Friday 16th January 2026. These quality reusable
items are exported to developing countries, including sub-Saharan Africa and
Pakistan. It is also a great way to raise money for our school as we receive money
linked directly to the weight of clothes we collect.

As well as clothes, we can also accept shoes (pairs only), handbags and belts.
Duvets and pillows cannot be reused for hygiene reasons.

Thank you so much in advance for supporting this initiative. If you have any further
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

ACCEPTED ITEMS UNACCEPTABLE ITEMS
CLOTHING — Menswear, ladieswear, | Mo BRIC ‘a’ BRAC
childrenswear. Mo DirtyWet I:Ic.thin_g

Paired shoes (tie laces to keep them | . single shoes
paired)

A o
B 2 .7 Mo Bedding/cushions
g L
Hats & Scanves 4 Mo Mats/Carpets
Ties o, A

!

Balts ":'u
Curtains
Bed Linen (sheets, plllow cases and
duvet cowvers)

Together we learn, grow and play in God’s love and care.




U ARE INVITED 7.
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F-MUSIC 1 *
THROUGH
THE DECADES

2

Tuesday 16" December &
Wednesday 17" December

Doors Open @ 6:30 PM ﬂ

n)og tea/coffee & light ref'reshments'




7 KJ P1-P3 Trip to the Pantomime! &7

P1, P2 and P3 pupils will be heading to Armagh to see
Beauty and the Beast on Friday 5th December!

L] Departure: Bus leaves school at 9:30am sharp

/&) Lunch: Children will eat lunch in Armagh —
please send a packed lunch with your child

() Return: Leaving Armagh at 1:30pm, back at school
for 3:00pm

£5] Cost: £18 — payable via ParentPay

Together we learn, grow and play in God’s love and care.




P7 Parents

As your child approaches the end of their primary education, we want to ensure you have all the necessary
information regarding the process for applying for a post-primary school place for September 2026.

Who Needs to Apply?

If your child was born between 2 July 2014 and 1 July 2015, you will need to apply for a Year 8 place.
Key Dates

Admissions Criteria Published: Wednesday 10 December 2025

Applications Open: 12 noon, Tuesday 27 January 2026

Applications Close: 12 noon, Thursday 19 February 2026

Late Applications: Accepted until 4 pm, Tuesday 24 February 2026 (marked as late)
Outcome Notification: Saturday 9 May 2026

How to Apply

Applications must be submitted online via EA Connect when the portal opens.

Please:

List at least four schools, including one non-grammar school.

Read each school’s admissions criteria carefully.

Upload all required supporting documents.

Please note that places are not allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. All applications are considered
after the closing date.

Additional Information

Grammar Schools: If you are considering a grammar school, please note that the SEAG Transfer Test was on
the 15 and 22 November 2025, with results released on 24 January 2026.

Transport Assistance: Check eligibility using the EA Transport Checker.

Special Educational Needs: Children with a statement follow a separate process through EA Special Education
Service.

We encourage you to attend open days and review school prospectuses to make informed choices. Consider
factors such as distance, sibling links, feeder schools, and ethos.

If you have any questions or need support with the application process, please do not hesitate to contact the
school office.

Together we learn, grow and play in God’s love and care.




Christmas Masses in St Michael’s Church will be
celebrated on Christmas Eve at 6pm,

Christmas Day at 10.30 am

)y

We would like to take this opportunity to wish
everyone in our school community a very Happy
Christmas and Peaceful New Year.

Thank you for all your support and kindness in 2025.

Together we learn, grow and play in God’s love and care.




