SAINT COLUMBAN'’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
October Newsletter 2025

www.stcolumbanspsbelcoo.com

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 6" October:
Friday 10" October:

WB 13" October:
Wednesday 15" October:
Friday 17" October:
Monday 20" October:

WB Monday 20" October:
WB Monday 20" October:
Wednesday 22" October:

Thursday 23™ October:
Friday 24" October:
Saturday 25 October:

School Closure:

Staff Development Day

Walk to School

Maths Week

Primary 6 & 7 Sustainability Workshop

Blue Day

Curriculum Night 7.00pm (Primary 1 & 2 parents)
Wellbeing Week

N. Ireland Book Week

Primary 1 & 2 Trip (Florencecourt)

Primary 3 & 4 Trip (Florencecourt)
Halloween Fashion Show

Youth Choir St Patrick’s Holywell @ 7.00pm

Monday 27 — Friday 31°t October.

The full holiday list is on the school website.

School Mission

We felt as we approach our 50" anniversary it was an appropriate

Statement, Vision time to revisit our Mission Statement, Vision and Values.
& Values: Mr Magee worked with the Primary 7 class with regards to a new
Mission Statement for the school. Pupils came up with the following;

In St Columban’s

We CARE,
We LEARN,

We ARE MOTIVATED

and
We ARE VALUED

The letters C, L, M and V were used to represent the schools in the

area that closed to form St Columban’s in 1976.
C - Corryglass

L — Lattone

M — Mullaghdun

V - Village

Roots of Empathy: Mrs Gallagher attended a 3 day training programme to become a
Roots of Empathy facilitator in our school. This is a programme that
is delivered to a class, and it helps the pupils to recognize and
connect with the vulnerability and humanity of a baby who visits
their classroom throughout the school year with their parent. The
Primary 5 class will have 27 lessons throughout the year covering 9
Themes. Nine of the lessons will take place with the baby present.
The aim is to foster empathy and emotional literacy in children. We
thank all involved so far and further paperwork will be delivered to
the Primary 5 children.
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Outdoor Play:

Walk to School:

School Council /
Eco Committee:

Fruity Friday:

Youth Choir:

Over the coming months we will be continuing to develop our
outdoor area.

To help make this possible, we would really appreciate your help. If
you have any of the following items at home that our no longer
being used, could you please send them into the school;

Curtains, bed sheets

Odd ends of flooring — carpet or laminate
Sweeping brushes

Bamboo canes

Crates

Large cardboard boxes.

Miss Hoy and Miss Treacy will also complete a ‘Certificate in
Outdoor Practice’ over the course of the year. The qualification is
content focused, incorporates active learning and supports
collaboration and gradual progress.

Our rescheduled ‘Walk to School’ morning will take place on Friday
the 10 October. We'll meet at the Bandstand at 8.45am. Tea /
Coffee will be served for adults on their arrival at the school.

Swimming continues for P5 and 6 pupils each Tuesday in the Share
Centre.

We have arranged an eight week PE coaching block for pupils in
Primary 2 — 4 with Elevate Kids.

This will commence next Monday 13 October as follows;
Primary 2: 1.10pm —1.50pm
Primary3 & 4: 2.00pm —2.25pm

Many thanks to all who participated in our elections. Our School
Council and Eco Committee have already met on a number of
occasions and are working hard to ensure the children’s voice is
heard.

The School Council has asked that we introduce Fruity Friday on a
weekly basis. They discussed the cost of this with Mrs Gallagher. The
aim of all was to keep the cost as low as possible.

The following was agreed;

Cost for the School Year:

One Child - £10.00

Family of two children - £15.00

Family of more than two children - £20.00

There will be a variety of fruit available to children each Friday and
lots of it!!

Youth choir will sing at Mass in St Patrick’s Church Holywell on
Saturday 25" October at 7.00pm.




Curriculum Night:

Halloween Fashion
Show:

Healthy Week:

Confirmation:

First Communion:

Phone Numbers:

Walking home
from school:

Nut Free School:

A curriculum night for parents / carers of pupils in Primary 1 & 2 will
take place on Monday 20 October at 7.00pm. This will include a
section on ‘helping your child with phonics.” The evening will last
approximately an hour.

Our local club Belcoo O’Rahilly’s has reached the Fermanagh
Intermediate Championship final. Almost all of the squad are past
pupils of St Columban’s. The game will take place on Saturday 18"
October. The School Council have requested we have a ‘Blue Day’ to
mark this occasion.

Pupils may come to school on Friday 17" October in Belcoo colours,
jerseys etc. The Belcoo club colours are light blue and navy however
any blue tops, shirts etc are appropriate.

Béal Cu Abu!l!!

This will take place on Friday 24" October.

Children may come to school dressed in their Halloween costumes.
All children are asked to bring a £2.00 donation which will go to the
School Council to spend on resources for playtime.

We will be holding our annual ‘Autumn Healthy Week’ from Monday
20" — Friday 24" October.

We will be focusing on various aspects of emotional health and
wellbeing each day.

Confirmation will take place on Friday the 27" March in St Patrick’s
Church Holywell at 6.00pm.

This will take place on Saturday the 23™ May in St Patrick’s Church
Holywell at 11.00am

We also operate a text service as a means of notifying parents with
some important messages.

Please let us know if your mobile number changes at any time.

If you are not receiving messages from the school please bring this
to the attention of the class teacher or Sandra in the office.

Please request a consent form with regards to pupils

walking home from school. This needs to be completed and
returned to your child’s teacher if your child is walking home from
school on a regular basis.

If you wish your child/children to walk home occasionally then
please write a note in homework diary, email child’s teacher or
telephone the school.

We are now a nut free school. Please note children should not carry
or consume in school or on the bus any food / snacks containing
nuts, nut derivatives or seeds. We thank all parents and pupils for
their cooperation and support on this important matter.




Parents/Carers
& pick up:

Website /
Social Media:

School Uniform:

Contacting class
teacher:

Attendance:

Primary 1 pupils enter the school each morning via the
external door at Miss Hoy’s room. All other pupils enter via the main
school entrance.

The buses will leave the school at 2.55pm. We ask that parents don’t
gather before 2.55pm if collecting their child by car or walking.

Primary 2 pupils should be collected from P.1/2 external classroom
door at 1.55pm.

Please keep entrance and the clearly marked bus area free until
after both buses have departed.

Buses depart school at 2.55pm.

Please continue to log into the school website on a
regular basis. You can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram. This will help keep you up to date with school life.

It is important that each child comes to school neat and tidy. We
are proud of our school uniform which reflects the individuality of
our school and offers to all children a common form of dress.

Full school uniform must be worn each day unless special clothing is
required e.g. for field trip.

PLEASE ENSURE ALL ITEMS OF UNIFORM ARE CLEARLY LABELLED.

Teachers can be contacted via email. The teacher will get
back to you as soon as practical. Please be aware that teachers only
access their emails during their working day.

Urgent messages should be delivered by telephone.
We encourage you also to use homework diaries as a means of
communication.

Miss Aine Hoy ahoy259@c2kni.net

Miss Aveen Treacy atreacy516@c2kni.net
Mrs Paula Gallagher pgallagherd66@c2kni.net
Mrs Siobhan Meehan smeehan445@c2kni.net
Miss Sinead Lunney slunney139@c2kni.net
Mr Liam Magee Imagee459@c2kni.net

The Department of Education is looking at attendance very closely
at present. If a child’s attendance falls below 85% we are asked to
refer them to our Educational Welfare Officer.

Pupils with full attendance each term will receive a school
certificate. Pupils with full attendance for the whole school year will
receive a certificate from the Education Authority.

If your child is absent, please send a note or fill out the absence note
in the homework diary.
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Child Protection:

Safe Guarding
Team:

Policies:

The Designated teacher for Child Protection is Mr Liam Magee.
The Deputy Designated teacher is Mrs Paula Gallagher.

The Safeguarding Team is available for the protection and
safety of children within the St Columban’s school community.
The team is available to parents, staff and children.

The Safeguarding Team members are:

e Mr Liam Magee

(Principal & Designated Teacher)
e Mrs Paula Gallagher

(Deputy Designated Teacher)

* Mr Gerry McAloon

(Chair, Board of Governors)

e Mrs Clara Martin

(Board of Governors)

In school we have notice boards placed around the school to show
our children who they can speak to if they are worried about
something.

If you have concerns about the safety, protection and/or care of a
child from our school community please contact a member of our
safeguarding team by following the steps outlined in the
‘Procedure for parents who wish to raise a child protection
concern’ which is included in our Child Protection Policy.

The following policies are on the school website;
Anti-Bullying
Attendance
Child Protection
Complaints Procedure
Drugs
E Safety
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
First Aid
Homework
Intimate Care
Pastoral Care
Positive Behaviour
RSE
Supporting children with medication needs

PLEASE CONTACT MR MAGEE OR SANDRA IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE

IF YOU REQUIRE ANY OF THESE POLICIES IN PAPER FORM.




School Hours: The teaching day begins at 9.05am and children should be in their
classrooms by this time.

Children should not arrive in school before 8.55am.

The Primary 2 day also ends at 1.55pm
Primary 3 — 7 pupils finish at 2.55pm

Dinner: The daily cost of school dinner is £2.60 per day (£13.00 per week).
We would ask that money for the week be brought in on Mondays.

The menu is available on the school website.

Free School Meals: Some children may be entitled to free meals. An
application form may be obtained from the Education Authority,
School Meals Department 1 Hospital Road, Omagh, Co Tyrone, BT79
OAW. Telephone (028 82 411411). The EA submits a list of children
receiving free school meals to us.

If your child’s name is not on this list and you feel they should be |
ask that you contact the EA immediately.

We as a school are working together with the Health Promotion
Department to promote healthy eating habits and improve oral
health in children. Children taking lunch may bring one treat in their
lunch box.

Only staff cars should enter the school car park. Please do not park

in the bus lay-by at the front of the school.

Parking here presents a hazard for children boarding buses and

prevents buses from pulling in.

WE ASK ANY PARENT USING THE PEDESTRIAN GATE DURING CLASS TIME

TO CLOSE IT AFTER THEM.




