SAINT COLUMBAN'’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
December Newsletter 2025

www.stcolumbanspsbelcoo.com

Twitter - @StColumbans76

Diary Dates:

Tuesday 2™ December:
Wednesday 3™ December:
Tuesday 9™ December:
Wednesday 10™" December:
Wednesday 10™" December:
Tuesday 16" December:
Thursday 18" December
Friday 19" December:

Monday 22nd December:
Tuesday 6" January:

Parent Teacher meetings — Primary 5
Parent Teacher meetings — Primary 5
Christmas Dinner (Primary 5 —7)
Christmas Dinner (Primary 1 —4)
Trip — Primary 5 — 7 (Florencecourt)
Christmas Production (Primary 4 - 7)
Christmas Production (Primary 1 — 3)
Walk to School

Christmas Jumper Day

Christmas Draw

School closes for Christmas holidays
School reopens for pupils

We felt as we approach our 50" anniversary it was an appropriate
time to revisit our Mission Statement, Vision and Values.

Mr Magee worked with the Primary 7 class with regards to a new
Mission Statement for the school. Pupils came up with the following;

School Mission
Statement, Vision
& Values:

In St Columban’s
We CARE,
We LEARN,
We ARE MOTIVATED
and
We ARE VALUED

The letters C, L, M and V were used to represent the schools in the
area that closed to form St Columban’s in 1976.

C - Corryglass

L — Lattone

M — Mullaghdun

V - Village

SCHOOL VALUES:
Perseverance Understanding Responsibility
Ambition Kindness Faith

Respect

It is important that each child comes to school neat and tidy.
We are proud of our school uniform which reflects the
individuality of our school and offers to all children a common
form of dress.

Full school uniform must be worn each day unless special
clothing is required e.g. for field trip.

PLEASE ENSURE ALL ITEMS OF UNIFORM ARE CLEARLY
LABELLED.

School Uniform:
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Christmas
Holidays:

Christmas Draw:

Christmas
Production:

Christmas Jumper
Day:

Christmas
Holidays:

Christmas
Gifts:

Christmas Dinner

The school will close for the Christmas holidays on Monday the
22" December at 11.30am. School meals will not be served and
there will be no buses on that day. The school will reopen for pupils
on Tuesday the 6 January 2026.

Two books of tickets for the annual Christmas Draw will be sent
home with pupils. We encourage each family to try and sell the two
books.

If you wish to donate a prize for this Draw please leave it with any of
the teachers.

The Draw will take place on Friday the 19" December in school.

Pupils will soon commence work on their respective
Christmas productions. These will take place as follows;

Thursday 18" December at 10.15am
Tuesday 16" December at 7.00pm

Primary 1-3:
Primary 4 -7:

Correspondence regarding outfits, lines etc will follow.

The Primary 1 - 3 productions will take place in school. Our Primary
4 — 7 production will take place in the community centre

This takes place on Wednesday the 17" December.
We encourage all staff and pupils to wear a Christmas jumper on
this day.

The school will close for the Christmas holidays on

Monday the 22" December at 11.15am. School meals will not be
served and there will be no school buses on that day. The school will
reopen for pupils on Tuesday the 6 January 2026.

We sincerely thank parents and children for their

Christmas time gifts. With current cost of living crisis staff feel
Christmas gifts are not required — if parents feel they would like to
donate in lieu all money collected will be forwarded to the local
charity St Vincent de Paul.

Christmas Dinner will again will take place over two days.
We sincerely thank Teresa and all the kitchen staff for their
assistance and cooperation with this.

Tuesday 9™ December — Primary 5 -7 Christmas Dinner in Dining
Hall.

Pupils in Primary 4 — 7 will have their lunch or school dinner (a
special fun day meal) in their classroom.

Wednesday 10*" December — Primary 1 -4 Christmas Dinner in
Dining Hall.

The cost of school dinner is £2.60.




Food Bank Appeal:

Homework:

Starting School:

Website /
Social Media:

Confirmation:

First Communion:

Contacting class
teacher:

Nut Free School:

As the Christmas season approaches, our Eco-Committee

have decided to collect non-perishable food items which they will
donate to a local Food Bank. We kindly, ask for your support with
this very worthy appeal. Children will be given a ‘shopping list’ of
items from - which they can choose 1 or 2 items to bring into school
for our collection. All items must be in school for Tuesday 9t
December. Once again, we truly appreciate your support with this!

We have a reduced amount of homework in December to give them
an opportunity to learn songs / words for our Christmas
productions.

If your child is starting school in September 2026, you can apply for
their place online from Wednesday 7" January. The closing date for
applications is Wednesday 21° January 2026 at 12.00 noon.
Applications are made online via the Education Authority Connect
Portal.

Please continue to log into the school website on a
regular basis. You can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram. This will help keep you up to date with school life.

Confirmation will take place on Friday the 27" March in St Patrick’s
Church Holywell at 6.00pm.

Parish Masses for Confirmation class; Saturday 8" November,
Saturday 31t January and Saturday 28" February.

This will take place on Saturday the 23™ May in St Patrick’s Church
Holywell at 11.00am.

Parish Masses for First Communion class; Saturday 22" November,
Saturday 17" January and Saturday 18™ April.

Teachers can be contacted via email. The teacher will get
back to you as soon as practical. Please be aware that teachers only
access their emails during their working day.

Urgent messages should be delivered by telephone.
We encourage you also to use homework diaries as a means of
communication.

Miss Aine Hoy ahoy259@c2kni.net

Miss Aveen Treacy atreacy516@c2kni.net
Mrs Paula Gallagher pgallagherd66@c2kni.net
Mrs Siobhan Meehan smeehan445@c2kni.net
Miss Sinead Lunney slunney139@c2kni.net
Mr Liam Magee Imagee459@c2kni.net

We are now a nut free school. Please note children should not carry
or consume in school or on the bus any food / snacks containing
nuts, nut derivatives or seeds. We thank all parents and pupils for
their cooperation and support on this important matter.
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Child Protection:

Safe Guarding
Team:

Policies:

Attendance:

The Designated teacher for Child Protection is Mr Liam Magee.
The Deputy Designated teacher is Mrs Paula Gallagher.

The Safeguarding Team is available for the protection and
safety of children within the St Columban’s school community.
The team is available to parents, staff and children.

The Safeguarding Team members are:

e Mr Liam Magee

(Principal & Designated Teacher)
e Mrs Paula Gallagher

(Deputy Designated Teacher)

* Mr Gerry McAloon

(Chair, Board of Governors)

e Mrs Clara Martin

(Board of Governors)

In school we have notice boards placed around the school to show
our children who they can speak to if they are worried about
something.

If you have concerns about the safety, protection and/or care of a
child from our school community please contact a member of our
safeguarding team by following the steps outlined in the
‘Procedure for parents who wish to raise a child protection
concern’ which is included in our Child Protection Policy.

The following policies are on the school website;
Anti-Bullying
Attendance
Child Protection
Complaints Procedure
Drugs
E Safety
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
First Aid
Homework
Intimate Care
Pastoral Care
Positive Behaviour
RSE
Supporting children with medication needs

PLEASE CONTACT MR MAGEE OR SANDRA IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE
IF YOU REQUIRE ANY OF THESE POLICIES IN PAPER FORM.

The Department of Education is looking at attendance very closely
at present. If a child’s attendance falls below 85% we are asked to
refer them to our Educational Welfare Officer.




Only staff cars should enter the school car park. Please do not park
in the bus lay-by at the front of the school. Parking here presents a
hazard for children boarding buses and prevents buses from pulling in.

We wish all Children, Parents, Staff and Governors a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful
New Year.

Nollaig Shona daoibh.




