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Introduction

This homework policy has been created to ensure that all pupils in our primary school are
given appropriate and meaningful homework that supports their learning, fosters
independence, and enhances family engagement. It is aligned with the Northern Ireland



Curriculum and reflects the expectations of the Education and Training Inspectorate (ETI) for
Northern Ireland.

Purpose of Homework

Homework serves several key purposes:

e Reinforcement of Learning: Homework provides opportunities for students to
consolidate and extend their knowledge and skills developed in the classroom.

e Development of Study Skills: Regular homework assignments can help pupils
develop important study habits, organisational skills, and time management.

e Parental Engagement: Homework serves as a link between home and school,
facilitating parental interest in their child's education.

e Preparation for Future Learning: Homework allows pupils to prepare for upcoming
lessons and units of study.

Types of Homework

We believe in a balanced approach to homework that includes a variety of activities:

e Reading: Regular reading to enhance literacy skills and foster a love of reading.

e Spelling Homework: Weekly spelling assignments will be given on Mondays, with a
spelling test conducted each Friday to assess understanding and retention.

e Written Assignments: Short writing tasks that encourage creativity and
comprehension.

e Practical Tasks: Projects that can be completed at home to stimulate interest in
learning.

e Research: Assignments that require students to gather information from multiple
sources, fostering critical thinking.

e Computer Programmes: Selected homework tasks may involve the use of
educational computer programmes to reinforce learning and build digital literacy
skills.

Homework Expectations

Frequency and Duration



Primary 1: Homework will be assigned 4 times a week, lasting 15 minutes; booklets
to be submitted on Fridays.

Primary 2: Homework will be assigned 4 times a week, lasting 15-20 minutes;
booklets to be submitted on Thursdays.

Primary 3-4: Homework will be assigned 4 times a week, lasting 20 minutes; to be
submitted daily.

Primary 5: Homework will be assigned 4 times a week, lasting 30-35 minutes; to be
submitted daily.

Primary 6: Homework will be assigned 4 times a week, lasting 35-40 minutes; to be
submitted daily.

Primary 7: Homework will be assigned 4 times a week, lasting 40-45 minutes; to be
submitted daily.

Quality and Relevance

Tasks will be age-appropriate, relevant to the current curriculum, and aim to
differentiate to meet the needs of all learners.

Homework shall be designed to reinforce skills taught during lessons and may vary in
complexity.

Feedback and Monitoring

Effective and timely feedback will be provided to students on their homework to
support their learning and development.

Teachers will regularly monitor the completion and quality of homework and
promote a dialogue with parents to encourage a supportive home learning
environment. At times, the homework for children in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
may be marked together with the teacher.

Late submissions of homework will not be marked.

lliness and Extended Absence

When a child is off for a period of time due to illness, parents may obtain homework
from school upon request. Alternatively, a child should continue with spellings,
reading, and other relevant learning homework.

Homework will not be provided prior to unregulated absences such as holidays
during term time; however, tasks can be accumulated and sent home afterward.

Family Engagement



e Parents will receive guidance on how to support their child’s homework and the
importance of maintaining a positive attitude towards learning.

e Homework is considered a parental responsibility to ensure that students complete
assignments effectively and to foster independent learning.

Policy Review and Evaluation

This homework policy will be reviewed every four years, taking into account feedback from
students, parents, and staff, as well as data collected from monitoring and evaluation
processes, to ensure its effectiveness.

Through the implementation of this comprehensive homework policy, we aim to empower
our pupils, enhance their learning experience, and build strong partnerships with families to
foster a community dedicated to educational excellence.
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