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Saint Patrick’s Primary School, Annaghmore

Our School Mission Statement

“Inspired by our faith in Christ,
St. Patrick’s Catholic P.S. will provide:-

A happy, secure and caring learning environment
which promotes all to be the best they can be,
full of optimism, ambition and with a love of learning.
Working in partnership with our community,
we will ensure

St. Patrick’s P.S. makes a difference.”

WHY DO WE NEED A DRUGS POLICY?
Our aim is to enable pupils to make healthy, well-informed life choices, also:

As well as fulfilling our legal requirement, and in keeping with our school policy of
maximizing the potential of each pupil and recognising our responsibility to care for
each pupil’s physical and emotional well-being, we must express out concern about the
misuse of drugs in present day society.

We therefore feel it is our duty to -

e Explain what a drug is; a substance which, when taken, has the effect of altering
the way a person behaves, feels, sees or thinks

¢ Emphasise that while all medicines are drugs, not all drugs are medicines, and
that the improper use of drugs can have serious consequences.

e Begin to equip our pupils with the necessary life skills and information to
prevent and protect them from the dangers attached to the misuse of drugs.

The drugs education programme will be delivered mainly through health education, as
part of PDMU curriculum, and the science curriculum. It will be appropriate to the
needs and the experiences of the children in our school.

In drawing up this drugs education policy we believe that in addressing the drugs issue
we are being a responsible school.

We wish to deal with drugs education in a manner that does not condone drug use.
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ABOVE ALL OUR PRIMARY CONCERN IS THE WELFARE, CARE AND PROTECTION OF
OUR PUPILS.

Roles and responsibilities of all staff

The principal is the designated member of staff with responsibility for drug issues.
They will also co-ordinate the implementation of the drugs education programme
throughout the school in compliance with the statutory requirements. They also have
responsibility for co-ordination of the school’s procedures for handling instances of
suspected drug misuse and acting as a contact point, as necessary, for outside agencies
that may have to work with the school or with the pupil or pupils concerned.

All members of staff will work together as a team in order to deliver the drugs education
programme as effectively as possible.

Support Mechanisms

If a teacher suspects that a pupil may have a problem with drug misuse this information
should be brought to the attention of the principal and the designated teacher. The
situation will be investigated and if necessary arrangements will be made to counsel the
child/children in school. The parents will be informed.

It is our duty to act on the fundamental principle that we are ‘in loco parentis’ - our
primary concern must be the well-being and safety of all the pupils in our charge.

Follow up action when responding to illness as a result of suspected drug misuse.

The principal will investigate and write a report on the incident, which should be brief
and factual and include such details as dates, times, location and witnesses.

In the light of the report, the principal will take further action in line with the school’s
Positive Behaviour Policy.

As part of this process the school may make referral to outside agencies that can
support the pupil and his or her family.

The Chairperson of the Board of Governors will be informed.

The principal will contact the local PSNI Juvenile Liaison Officer

TRAINING and INFORMATION

Staff Development - teachers, governors, support staff

Drugs education is a whole school issue. The whole school community including
teaching and other staff, governors, parents and relevant outside agencies should be
involved. Everyone concerned must realize that our primary concern must be the well-

being and safety of all the pupils in our charge.

Every effort will be made to ensure that the staff are well informed about the misuse of
drugs, the necessity of having a drugs education programme and of being familiar with
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the school’s procedures when a pupil is suspected either of being in possession of drugs
or being under the influence of alcohol.

The Board of Governors will be involved in the development of the school’s drug
education policy and procedures.

Parental involvement

Many parents are concerned about drugs in our community. They may be anxious to
know that the school is addressing the issue, the manner in which it is done and the
information supplied. The school will ensure that parents are aware of our drugs
education policy and encourage them to find out how we are tackling these issues. We
must do our best to stress that all teaching will be done in the wider context of health
education and carefully matched to the age and maturity of the pupils concerned.

Monitoring, Review and Evaluation of Policy
The drugs education policy will be regularly reviewed and evaluated. The policy and

programmes of study will also be revised to take account of changing trends and
circumstances.
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