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“Together we can achieve more for our 
children, our school and our community.” 

 
“To be the best we can be 

every day, in every way!” 
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Welcome 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Welcome to St Patrick’s, Annaghmore. We are thrilled to have you, 

and your child join our school community. It is our pleasure to extend 

a warm welcome to all new families. 

Starting Primary 1 is an exciting time for both children and parents. 

It marks the beginning of a new chapter filled with learning, growth, 

and wonderful experiences. At St Patrick’s we are committed to 

providing a supportive and enriching environment where every child 

can thrive. 

Our dedicated team of educators is passionate about fostering a love 

for learning and helping each child reach their full potential. We 

believe in a holistic approach to education, focusing not only on 

academic excellence but also on the social and emotional development 

of our children. 

We value the partnership between home and school and encourage 

you to be actively involved in your child's education. Your support and 

engagement are crucial to your child's success, and we look forward 

to working together to create a positive and nurturing learning 

experience. 

Thank you for choosing St Patrick’s Annaghmore. We are excited to 

embark on this journey with you and your child and look forward to a 

fantastic year ahead. 

Warm regards, 

Principal & Governors. 

 

Finally 

You will have the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress during the 

year. Teachers will meet with parents and guardians annually at a 

scheduled time to talk about your child’s learning, development, and 

achievements. A written report will be sent out in June. If we feel we need 

to speak to you at any other time we will arrange a meeting. 

Throughout the year information about various aspects of the school are 
shared with parents and guardians We have a messaging service linked to 
our website. You will receive a link to join this service. All messages and 
permission letters are shared on this service.  

 
It is very important that parents inform the school about any changes 
to their mobile contact details.  
 
If you're feeling concerned about your child, please do not hesitate to 
reach out. We encourage you to speak directly with the teacher or 
principal—we genuinely care about your child’s well-being and are always 
here to help. To ensure we can give you the time and attention you 
deserve, please contact the school to schedule an appointment. 
Addressing concerns early helps prevent them from becoming bigger 
issues. Let’s work together to support your child’s success. 

Once Primary 1 children have had time to settle into school life at St 
Patrick’s, they can join our supervised ‘Morning Club’. 

The club runs from 8:00am in the Assembly Hall and offers a variety of 
activities and games. Children also enjoy a pancake as part of the 
morning routine. There is a weekly fee to help cover the running costs of 
Morning Club. Please note that places are limited and are prioritised for 
families who require the service to support work commitments. If you 
are interested in registering your child, please contact the school office 
to discuss availability and arrange a place. 

 

We also offer a 2–2.50pm club for children in Primary 1 to 3, specifically 

for those who have older siblings in Primary 4 to 7. This club helps families 

by allowing for a single, convenient pickup at 3pm.
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Shared Education. 

St Patrick’s PS has a very vibrant and active partnership with Orchard 
County Primary School, Portadown through the ASPIRE Programme. 
For the last number of years we have taken part in shared curricular-
based programmes that take place in both schools. The friendships and 
professional links we have formed with Orchard County PS are growing 
year on year. A variety of classes partake each year depending on 
funding. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specialist Provision Classes. 

 

At St Patrick’s PS, inclusion, equality, and diversity are at the heart of our  

school. Our Specialist Provision Classes have helped us grow in understanding 

and compassion. The children in these classes—and across our diverse school  

community—have enriched all our lives in so many ways. We’re proud to be a  

school where every child is celebrated for who they are and where differences  

are not just accepted but embraced.

Our Mission Statement. 
 

“Inspired by our faith in Christ, 

St. Patrick’s Catholic P.S. will provide 

A happy, secure and caring learning environment 

Which promotes all to be the best they can be; 

Full of optimism, ambition and 

with a love of learning. 

Working in partnership with our community, 

we will ensure St. Patrick’s P.S. makes a difference.” 
 

In Our School:- 
 

We are gentle 

We are kind and helpful 

We play fair and well with others 

We look after our school and each other 

We respect ourselves and each other 

We listen to each other 

We are honest 

We are allowed to make mistakes and learn from them. 
 
 

 
“Be the best we can be every day, in every way!” 
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Uniform 
 St Patrick’s Primary School Annaghmore uniform is as follows: 
 

Navy sweatshirt (with school crest) 

Navy bottoms / Skirt 

Light blue polo shirt. 

 
The uniform is available from Maureen’s Lineside 

Coalisland and Dapper Main Street Coalisland. 

It helps if children can easily recognise their 
own belongings. Please ensure that your child’s 
name is clearly marked on each item of their 

uniform. 

 
Physical Education 

Primary 1 children have regular sessions of physical activity including 

brain breaks in the classroom and PE. Children must wear suitable 

footwear. The class teacher will inform you when to wear PE 

clothing.  

 

    Outdoor Play  

Children have regular sessions of outdoor play and require     

wellies.These can be kept in school for the duration of the year. 

 

Attendance/ Illness / Medical Issues 

If your child has any illness, health problems or allergies please inform 
the school and arrange to speak to the class teacher. 

While not wishing to encourage absenteeism, please do not send sick 
children to school. 

Should a child take ill during the day it may be necessary to send the 
child home. It is therefore very important that you have provided the 
school with a contact telephone number. Should your contact details 
change during the year please inform the school immediately 
 
We kindly ask that parents or guardians contact the school secretary 
by phone to explain any absence. This ensures the absence is properly 
recorded on our system. Please note that the Education Welfare 
Officer regularly monitors attendance. 
 
If you need to collect your child early from school, you may either send 
a note to the class teacher or call the school secretary. A parent or 
guardian must collect the child from the school office, where the 
secretary will sign them out. 

 
Useful Information 

 
     School Details: St Patrick’s P.S. 

 10 Annaghmore Rd 

Coalisland 

Co Tyrone 

BT71 4QZ 

 02887740661 

 
School email address info@stpatricksps.coalisland.ni.sch.uk 

School Website www.stpatricksannaghmore.com 

Facebook                          Saint Patricks Primary School Annaghmore 

mailto:info@stpatricksps.coalisland.ni.sch.uk
http://www.stpatricksannaghmore.com/
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Positive Behaviour Policy and Practice. 

At St Patrick’s Primary School, one of our core aims is to ensure that every 

member of our school community feels valued, respected, and supported. 

We see our school as an extension of the home and a vital part of the wider 

community. Our caring ethos is built on mutual trust, kindness, and respect 

for all. 

We believe that positive behaviour flourishes in a consistent, fair, and 

nurturing environment. Our Promoting Positive Behaviour Policy is designed 

to help everyone in our school live and work together harmoniously. It 

encourages children to grow into well-mannered, confident, and 

responsible individuals who contribute positively to society. 

While we have a set of school rules, the heart of our policy is 

about building strong, respectful relationships that support learning and 

personal growth. We aim to create a school environment where everyone 

feels happy, safe, and secure. 

In Primary 1, we use a variety of age-appropriate strategies to encourage 

and reinforce positive behaviour. Most importantly, we believe that adults 

must lead by example, consistently modelling the behaviours we wish to 

see in our children. 

To celebrate and reinforce these values, we proudly present Pupil of the 

Week Awards during whole-school assemblies, with recipients also 

featured on our school website. 

Together, we can create a school culture where positive behaviour is 

recognised, encouraged, and celebrated every day. 
  

Our School Day 

8.50am  Doors open 

 
9:10 am School starts  

10:30 - 10:45am Morning Break  

12:00 - 12:40pm Lunch P.1/2/3/ 

12:40 - 1:20pm Lunch P.4/5/6/7 

1.50pm  P.1 Home Time 

2:00pm P.2 / 3 Home Time 

 
2:50pm P4 / 5 Home Time 

 
3:00pm P6 / 7 Home Time 

 
Please note that Primary 1 children finish school at the earlier time of 

1:50pm. This adjustment helps to ease traffic congestion around the 

school at home time. 

For the initial few days of the school year, parents are welcome to 

accompany their child directly to the classroom each morning. This helps 

ease the transition into school life. 

After the first few days, we encourage children to walk from the school 

gate independently. Our P7 Buddies and Primary 1 staff will be on hand to 

warmly welcome and support them as they settle into their new routine. 
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The First Few Days 

Talk to your child in a cheerful and calm manner about starting school. 

Share the exciting activities they’ll enjoy and the new friends they’ll 

meet—it helps build a sense of anticipation and confidence. 

Try to arrive in good time on the first day to avoid any last-minute 

rushing. Reassure your child that you’ll be able to come into the classroom 

with them at the start, which can help them feel more secure. 

It’s completely natural to feel a little anxious about how your child will 

settle in. Please know that our staff are always here to support you—

you’re very welcome to speak with us about any concerns you may have. 

If your child has any worries or issues that might affect their behaviour 

or well-being at school, please inform the class teacher so we can provide 

the right support from the beginning. 

Remember on the First Morning: 

• Please let the class teacher know about dinner / lunch 

arrangements and who will be collecting your child at home time. 

• During the first few days, we will operate a staggered start for 

Primary 1 pupils. 

• You will receive specific dates and times for your child’s 

attendance during Week 1. 

This staggered approach allows our P1 staff to spend quality time with 

each child, helping them settle in and begin building strong, supportive 

relationships from the very start. 

 

 

  

Snack / Lunch / Dinner 

Snack 

As part of our Healthy Eating Policy, we encourage pupils to bring 

a nutritious snack and a healthy drink for morning break. 

Please ensure your child comes to school each day with a snack that 

supports this policy. Thank you for helping us promote healthy habits 

from an early age! 

Lunch / Dinner Time 

School meals are available at a cost of £2.60 per day (£13:00 per 
week). 

Dinner money must be paid at the start of each week. 

Payment is made to the class teacher. Some children may be entitled to 
free school meals. A form can be obtained from the Education Authority 
website: 

   www.eani.org.uk 

No child can avail of free school meals 
until the Education Authority has notified 

the school of their entitlement. This 
must be reapplied for each school year. 

 
Children can take a packed lunch in school. 
Please label their lunch boxes clearly. 

We have children in our school with severe nut 

allergies. To ensure the safety of all students, 

we kindly ask that no food containing nuts is 

brought into school. Additionally, we request 

that no cakes or baked goods are sent in for 

sharing, as we cannot guarantee their 

ingredients or safety for every child in our 

care.

http://www.eani.org.uk/
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Journey to and from School 

Arriving by Car 

To help keep all our children safe, we kindly ask that parents do not 

drive into the school yard. Children should enter the school through 

the small pedestrian gate, which is the safest route. Please be mindful 

of the busy road outside the school—for your child’s safety, avoid 

letting them out of the car on the roadside. 

Also, we ask that you always keep the main school entrance clear to 

ensure easy access for everyone. 

Thank you for your support in helping us create a safe and welcoming 

environment for all! 

Arriving by Bus 

 Our school is currently served by both Translink and Education   

Authority buses. However, please be aware that due to ongoing budget 

constraints, bus service availability is subject to regular review. 

• The current cost of a Translink journey is 95p per day. 

• A bus pass offering reduced rates can be purchased directly 

from your local Translink bus depot. 

A small number of children may be eligible to travel on Education 

Authority (EA) buses. To check eligibility and apply, please visit the EA 

School Transport Application page  www.eani.org.uk 

If you have any questions or need help with the application process, feel 

free to contact the school office. 

Home Time 

At the end of the school day, all pupils must be collected by an 
adult from their class teacher in the front yard, where the children will 
be lined up and ready to go. 

On wet days, Primary 1 children can be collected directly from 
the covered area outside the Snowdrop Room, located at the front of 
the school. 

If there are any changes to your child’s usual travel plans, please be               

sure to let the class teacher know. Thanks for helping us keep everyone    

safe and informed! 

Preparing for Primary 1 

The most important years in a child’s life are the first ones. It is in 
these first years that the foundations for his/her future are 
established. The child will learn more quickly with you than at any other 
stage of his/her development. We in school hope to support and deepen 
the development of the first four years. If you play your part in your 
child’s development the transition from the home environment to the 
more formal atmosphere of school will indeed be a happy one. 

Speaking and Listening 

Strong speaking and listening skills are a big help as your child begins 

school. You can support their development by: 

• Telling stories where your child can join in and repeat familiar lines 

• Singing nursery rhymes together 

• Looking at picture books and talking about what you see 

• Sharing everyday experiences and encouraging your child to talk 

about them 

These simple activities build confidence and help your child express 

themselves clearly. 

At school, your child will also need to listen carefully to instructions and 

stories, and there will be times when they’ll need to sit quietly. You can 

help prepare them by: 

• Teaching them to wait their turn to speak 

• Praising them when they listen well 

• Creating quiet moments at home, such as listening to a story or 

someone speaking 

These small steps make a big difference in helping your child feel ready 

and confident in the classroom. 

Socialisation 
Learning acceptable social behaviour starts at home, and your early efforts 
make a big difference in helping your child settle into school life. 
At school, we build on this by encouraging children to consider others, take 
turns, and share. Being away from home for longer periods can be an 
adjustment, so attending nursery or playgroup and spending time with 
others helps prepare them. 
Encourage your child to mix with peers, make friends, and enjoy group 
play—these experiences support confidence and kindness. 

http://www.eani.org.uk/
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Using the Toilet 

It’s important that your child feels confident using the toilet 

independently before starting school. In school, we regularly remind 

children to use the toilet, and we completely understand 

that occasional accidents may happen. 

We kindly ask that you leave a spare change of clothes at school, just 

in case. 

We also have an Intimate Care Policy in place to ensure your child is 

supported with dignity and care. If you have any questions or 

concerns, please don’t hesitate to speak with your child’s teacher. 

Early Mathematical Experiences 

Young children experience maths naturally through their daily 
routines and play. At this stage, it’s not about writing sums—it’s 
about hands-on, practical activities that help them understand key 
concepts. 

Here are some fun and simple ways to build early maths skills at 
home: 

•        Play shop using real coins to explore money and counting 

•        Set the table—counting items, matching cutlery, and 
putting things in order 

•          Sort the laundry—group clothes by person, match socks, 
and talk about sizes 

•     Water play—explore full and empty containers, compare 
volumes 

•                Climbing and play equipment—experience height, space, 
and movement 

•         Go for a walk—spot numbers, shapes, and patterns in the 
environment 

Don’t forget the importance of maths language—use words 
like pair, match, sort, more/less, longer/shorter bigger/smaller as 
you play and talk together. 

 

 

 

Rhyme 

Rhyme is very helpful for young children as they start to learn how to read. 

When children hear and play with rhyming words, they begin to notice how 

words sound. This helps them learn to break words into parts and hear the 

beginning and ending sounds—important steps in learning to read. Rhymes in 

songs, poems, and stories also help children remember words, grow their 

vocabulary, and become better listeners. Most of all, rhyming is fun! It 

makes learning feel like play and helps children enjoy books and language 

from an early age. 
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Reading 

Children develop a love for reading when they see and hear stories 

being read aloud. Watching you read—turning pages, using expression, 

and enjoying books—helps them learn what reading looks and sounds 

like. 

Reading together, even for just 10 minutes a day, builds early reading 

skills and sparks curiosity about words, sounds, and meanings. Books 

also introduce children to new vocabulary that they might not hear in 

everyday conversation. 

Here are some simple ways to support your child’s early reading 

journey: 

•             Read and tell stories daily—make it fun and choose books 

you both enjoy 

•         Explore a variety of books, including fiction and non-fiction 

•       Retell favourite stories and invite your child to join in 

• 🖼️ Talk about pictures and characters, and make up your own 

stories 

•           Use pictures to predict what might happen next 

•         Read signs and labels while out and about—on streets, in 

shops, etc. 

•       Give books as gifts and visit your local library 

•       Recite nursery rhymes, pointing out rhyming words 

These everyday moments help your child become a confident, curious, 

and joyful reader. 

 

 
Many children begin to explore counting at an early age. At first, they 

might recite numbers without accurately counting objects—and that’s 

perfectly normal! With time and practice, they’ll learn to match numbers to 

items more precisely. 

Here are a few gentle tips to help along the way: 

•        Count Daily Items 

Count toys, snacks, or steps together during everyday activities. 

•        Use Hands-On Objects 

Let children count blocks, buttons, or beads to make numbers 

tangible. 

•       Sing Songs 

Use fun counting songs like “Five Little Ducks” or “Ten in the Bed.” 

•             Read Counting Books 

Choose books with numbers and pictures to reinforce counting. 

•          Play Games 

Try dice games, number puzzles, or matching games. 

•      Spot Numbers 

Point out numbers on signs, clocks, doors, and packaging. 

•        Make It Routine 

Count during meals, clean-up, or walks—make it part of daily life. 

•         Keep It Fun 

Turn counting into playful challenges like “Find 3 red toys!” 

These small, everyday moments help build a strong foundation for early 

maths skills. 
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Writing 

Writing begins long before children form letters. From early mark-

making, they begin to understand that writing communicates meaning. 

As they grow, they start to recognise that print carries a consistent 

message and begin to develop more conventional handwriting. 

Before children can write clearly, they need to develop hand-eye 

coordination, fine motor skills, and visual awareness. You can support 

this at home through fun, practical activities. 

 

Gross Motor Skills 

These help develop the large movements needed for writing: 

• Washing windows or cars with sponges and water 

• Painting large surfaces with water and brushes 

• Drawing big patterns on wallpaper 

• Climbing, hoop rolling, swing ball, and ribbon swirling 

 

Hand-eye Co-ordination and Fine Motor Skills 

   These build control and strength in the hands and fingers: 

• Cutting with scissors 

• Playing instruments or pretend cooking 

• Pouring water 

• Bat and ball games 

• Painting, finger painting, and using clay tools 

• Drawing with crayons, chalk, or pencils 

• Pegging clothes, playing with small toys 

• Using playdough, threading beads, and peg boards 

 

Visual Discrimination 

This helps children notice shapes, direction, and patterns: 

• Matching and sorting shapes or pictures 

• Spotting differences and completing jigsaws 

• Copying patterns with beads or blocks 

• Sorting magnetic letters and recognising letter shapes 

 

 

 
 


