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08.05.25 
A chairde, 
 
The issue of Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí staff teaching for the transfer test has been discussed by 
staff and governors recently. Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí is currently going through a transition of 
its own, welcoming some new teaching staff and new leadership, we have been consulting 
with pupils, parents, staff and governors to analyse the current position of the school, where 
we envisage the school going this year and in years to come.  
 
Exciting times are ahead for Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí, as we grow our numbers for next year, as 
we inch closer to the new school site and with Glór Mhachaire Fíolta acquiring the Market 
Yard we are hoping to see a real revival of the language in the area. For the school, this term 
will see the launch of our new school vision. Based on agreed shared values, two key areas 
will be our focus on nurture approaches (putting pupils at the centre of protecting and caring 
for our school community and promoting healthy habits for life) and standards (utilising 
respect and discipline as well as encouraging independence to support and challenge every 
pupil to be ambitious and achieve their full potential). The current transfer system is at odds 
with these two pillars of our school ethos. The transfer system is known to have negative 
impacts on many pupils’ wellbeing and it divides children at age 11 into archaic categories of 
worthy or unworthy before they have even begun their post primary education. The outdated 
question “is he/she smart, did he/she do the test?” is an affront to the concept of a holistic 
education where we celebrate every type of intelligence, ability and skill, traits that cannot be 
assessed by sitting two one-hour test papers on the narrow topics of Mathematics and 
English. 
 
The system of the 11+ transfer test was done away with by the local Education Minister here 
in 2008. In 2009-10 the DE issued guidance that primary schools should not spend time 
preparing pupils for unregulated tests, referring to tests run by private businesses (whose 
main objective is to make profit – not enrich our children’s learning experiences). 
 
As a Gaelscoil we, of course, have a special relationship with Gaelcholáiste Dhoire who are 
currently out-performing grammar schools with their impressive academic results but more 
importantly promoting their pupils’ wellbeing with a central focus on pastoral care. I 
recognise that some families will opt for the Gaelcholáiste and some for other schools and I 
want to see pupils of Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí thriving, whichever post-primary school they 
attend. The people of Magherafelt and the wider area are in the wonderful position of having 
some great choices of schools near at hand. We want to build links with each of these 
schools and celebrate the achievements of our past pupils as they go out and flourish in their 
school of choice. More languages equals more choice. 
 
Ireland has a strong tradition of education, from the bardic schools, hedge schools, to the 
universities of Europe. This tradition continues in the modern day with teachers from Ireland 
keenly sought after abroad. By removing the burden of the transfer from staff it is hoped that 



we can focus our energy and resources on doing the job at hand, delivering the curriculum to 
a high standard and instilling in our pupils a life-long love of learning. It would be easy to talk 
about the values of respect, equality and inclusivity but still provide tuition for a system that 
is deemed by psychologists, educational experts and trade unions to be a wholly unfair 
system. If the system is unfair then it is important that leadership is shown and that the 
system is challenged, otherwise the status quo of educational inequality will remain.  
 
This decision has been arrived at after giving careful consideration to the issue, through 
discussion and agreement amongst school staff and governors and ultimately this was 
decided for the benefit of all our pupils to ensure a more equitable and higher standard of 
education for the pupils of Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí. 
 
Le meas, 
Malachaí Ó hAgáin 
 
Príomhoide 
Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí 
 
 
 
 
Further reading 
 
 
“We must have the courage to bring fresh thinking to this polarised debate, and work to 
design a new, fairer post-primary transfer system which prioritises the emotional health and 
wellbeing of all of our children irrespective of their background or ability.”  
Transfer Talks: A mixed method exploration of the impact of the non-testing year of post-
primary transfer on children, parents and educators. (Transfer Talk Final Report May 2024, 
Stranmillis University College) 
 
“In fact, the available evidence suggests that academic selection contributes to social 
segregation”. Impacts of academic selection in NI – Literature review for Independent Review 
of Education. (March 2022) - 
 
Costello Report (The post Primary Review working group, DE, 2003) recommended that the 
transfer test should be abolished immediately. 
 
The Burns Report (Review Body on Post Primary Education, DENI, 2001) was unequivocal in 
its recommendation that the transfer tests should end. 
 

 


