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ST. KEVIN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

Severe Weather Policy
MISSION STATEMENT

We, the Governors and staff of St. Kevin’s Primary School, believe the school to be a vital part of St. John’s Parish community. We are firmly committed to:

· the aims of Catholic Education;

· providing appropriate and effective learning opportunities for all our children;

· developing positive pastoral care systems in our school

· establishing close links with the home, parish and wider community; and

· developing all members of the school community to enable them to fulfil their role within the school.

Date of review:  3 March 2016

Date of next review: April 2019

This policy is principally in relation to severe weather conditions but can also be applied in other circumstances such as heating failure, lack of water supply. This is a decision that can often only be made early in the morning. In making this decision there is a need to balance the health and safety risks of children and staff making hazardous journeys against the loss of a school day.

The school understands that closure can inconvenience parents/carers in making alternative arrangements. It is the policy of the school to make every effort to remain open whenever possible; however, the safety of all children, parents and staff remains paramount.

The governors and staff of St Kevin’s recognise that they have a duty of care to their staff and children. Following the recommended arrangements below should minimise disruption.

The decision to close a school will not be taken lightly. Children have an entitlement to 190 days education annually and may also have an entitlement to a free mid day meal. When staff and children can get to school, then the school should remain open no matter how few children are in attendance. The great majority of children live within safe walking distance between home and school and therefore the school should remain open for them.

The decision to close the school either before or during the school day will be made by the principal. If the decision, after a risk assessment has been completed and consultation with the Chairman of the Board of Governors, is to close the school, for a day or part of a day, the principal will ensure that the children are not exposed to a greater degree of danger or discomfort than they would suffer were they to remain in school. The elements of danger which are involved can vary and can include the following:

· the distance from school to home and whether transport is normally provided (children from the travelling community)

· there is also the element of danger involved in children leaving school at times other than normal time from the point of view of general road safety. This is  another factor which the principal will give due consideration to before arriving at a final decision to send children home or contacting parents to ask them to collect their children.

CLOSURE AT THE START OF THE SCHOOL DAY

The school will only be closed if one or more of the following conditions apply: 

· insufficient staff are able to travel in to keep the school running safely;

· conditions on site are considered too dangerous for the safety of children and staff for example; approaches and pathways are icy and unsafe, heating systems fail to meet minimum requirements, water supply is cut off 

· conditions are considered to be, or are anticipated to later become, too hazardous for travel. 

If the school is to close, a decision will be made at the earliest opportunity and the following will apply: 

· closure notice will be posted on the school website as soon as possible, preferably no later than 7:30 am

· the closure will be reported on local radio (as early as possible in the morning) BBC, Cool FM, Citybeat, Downtown Radio
· a group call text will be sent from school to all parents 

The school will make all practicable efforts to keep parents informed as to opening during adverse weather conditions as we appreciate that such conditions and the uncertainty places considerable difficulties upon parents/carers. However, parents/carers and staff are expected to check the website and or make themselves aware of the radio broadcasts when it is clear that closure is a possibility. 

CLOSURE DURING THE SCHOOL DAY

The principal may decide that early closure is necessary to safeguard the health and welfare of staff and children. The principal will make such a decision after consulting: 

· Board of Governors

· CCMS

· BELB 

· Weather forecasting office 

· Senior Leadership Team 

Informing parents/carers of closure during the school day: 

· notice will be posted on the school and Local Authority websites 

· local radio stations will be informed 

· a general text will be sent to all parents 

PROCEDURE

All children should remain in classrooms until informed otherwise. 
Children will be dismissed from school once a responsible adult has arrived to collect them or we have received permission by phone for a child to walk home.

Children who have not been collected or been given permission to walk home should be sent to the hall. 

The principal will authorise the early departure of staff on the following basis: 

· staff with parental/carer responsibilities

· staff with long or difficult journeys

· staff who have to travel by car

· staff who live locally and could walk

EMERGENCY TEAM

In order to ensure adequate supervision of the children in the hall who have to wait until normal closing time or children who are stranded, the principal will designate an Emergency Team from those staff who live close and could walk home. This team will be drawn from teaching and administrative staff and be sufficient in number and expertise to supervise the children until they can be released.

The Emergency Team will have the means to: 

· contact parents/carers and the Emergency Services 

· supervise and engage the children until release 

· provide basic first aid and refreshments if necessary

EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS

	CHAIRMAN OF BOARD OF GOVERNORS
	Mr J Stott 07882900734

	CCMS

EA Belfast Region
	ELB Emergency maintenance  07739882435

	BBC 


	ni_news@bbc.co.uk

	MET office


	www.metoffice@service.govdelivery.com

	School Meals


	Mr G Mc Kenna 02890 328365
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