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‘Parents are the child’s first educator and have an
important role to play in pre-school life’
(Curricular Guidance for Pre-School Education)

At Holy Child Nursery Unit we believe we are partners with parents in the education of their child. Our aim is to support and enhance the development of all children and to value the contribution parents make to their child’s learning. The Nursery Staff are available to provide support and guidance to parents as educators. By sharing information about the welfare and education of the children, this can be used to promote the development of each and every individual child. It is hoped that through regular formal and informal contact with parents, they will gain insight and understanding with regard to the learning that takes place in the Nursery environment. We strive to establish strong relationships between staff and parents and form firm partnerships between home and school.

Initial contact:
Prospective parents are invited to visit Holy Child Primary School and Nursery Unit on a specific date in December for our open day and are given an opportunity to view the school, meet the staff and find out more about the school. 
If a child is allocated with a place at Holy Child Nursery Unit they receive a Nursery Information Pack, which includes a ‘Getting To Know You’ booklet. This booklet is a means of the teachers getting to know the child’s family background, likes, dislikes, favourite thing and fears; in essence it’s a way of easing the transition process into Nursery. 
Parents and the child will then be invited to the nursery in June for a Play Day to meet their teacher and nursery assistant and familiarise themselves with the environment. A date for the home visit is arranged during the Play Day and nursery staff then visit every child’s home in August in order to discuss each individual child’s needs with the parents.

To help keep our parents involved in their children’s learning we:

-Seesaw is an app which we use as our primary means of communication with parents. In September parents will be given a unique QR code which they will scan in their mobile devise to access their child’s unique school profile. Parents will then be able to communicate with their class teacher and receive pictures of their child in school.

- Place the weekly planning on the ‘Parent’s Notice Board’ and Seesaw it to keep parents informed of what the potential learning for the week is so that they build upon at home. 

- Monthly news sheets are given out to help keep parents informed with what the children are doing in school and what learning can then be consolidated at home. This helps parents become involved in their child’s learning process. It also includes any other information that parents may need to know, for example monthly trip information, requests for any items we may need for the nursery and a copy of the rhymes and songs we will be enjoying during the month.

- There are two parent interviews during the year; one in October/November when the children have settled in, and another in the second term. A Transition Report will be sent to parents to June which they are welcome to discuss with the teacher.

- The Vice  Principal and teacher are always available and approachable should parents need help, advice or information concerning their child.

- A ‘Parent’s Notice Board’ is on display in the hall way providing useful information and some information for parents e.g. a policy file, behaviour management support file and speech and language support information.

- Parents are invited to give help or share a skill during a topic e.g. when learning about “People who Help Us” a parent who is a nurse/hairdresser may be invited.

- We celebrate Grandparents Day each year at the end of January. The children bring their Grandparents to school to enjoy a morning in the nursery to share in their learning, enjoy a cup of tea and a snack and take part in a music session.

-We celebrate Mother’s day with a Muffins for Mum event and Father’s Day with a Doughnuts with Dad morning. On these mornings the children bring their significant other to school for breakfast with all the other mums or dads.

- A school website and Facebook page has been set up to allow parents to enjoy looking at the photo gallery with their child to see the activities they have been doing and see some of their friends. The website also keeps parents informed about school events through the calendar and
whole school newsletters.

- Parent Volunteer Scheme-Parents are invited to support in a
variety of ways e.g. trips, gardening, snack, storytelling.

- Harry and Charlie are our two nursery Bears who love to go on adventures. They go home each weekend with someone in the class. This allows parents to enjoy some time with their child and help them to share what they have been doing at the weekend through our Seesaw app. 
Parents are asked to encourage their child to take responsibility for Harry/Charlie when he is in their care.

- Parent/carer coffee mornings throughout the nursery year to allow parents to build up relationships with other parents and develop friendships.

- Additional strategies may be put in place to support a child with individual needs e.g. Home/school packs to support an area of learning/development, photos of the children in the class to help with naming peers or an individual behaviour system in line with parents to support challenging behaviour at home.





Ways in which Parents can help:

All children are different and some are naturally more independent than others. Helping your child to be as independent as possible before he/she goes to Nursery is very important. Independence develops confidence and the child who is independent and confident will deal
much better with life than the child who has to depend on someone else for his/her every need.

- Talk to your child in a positive way about the Nursery for example discuss how the nursery is a happy place, that new friends will be found, that there are lovely toys to play with as well as fun games and stories.

- Regularly use the nursery familiarisation book with your child that you receive during the parents information session to familiarise your child with the names of the Nursery Teacher and Nursery Assistant as well as what their nursery day will look like.

- Encourage your child to be independent – dress and undress.

- Make sure s/he can ask to go to the toilet and can use the toilet properly, remembering to flush the toilet and to wash and dry hands after use. ‘Accidents’ can happen and we are equipped to deal with the situation in a quiet and sympathetic manner. (See Intimate Care Policy)

- While at Nursery each child will have their own picture symbol which can be found on his/her own coat peg and in specific areas around the room. Make your child familiar with this as it will help them identify anything that may belong to him/her and to recognise
his/her own names.

- Make sure staff know of any particular fear, allergies, medical or family problems that might stop your child from settling in quickly. All this information will be treated in the strictest confidence and can be invaluable in helping us to know and understand your child.

- Although we do not encourage children to bring their own toys. However, if your child needs the security of a special ‘comfort’ toy during the settling in periods this is accommodated.


Monitoring and Evaluation

This policy will be monitored and evaluated by the nursery co-ordinator on an ongoing basis.  It will also be monitored and evaluated by the Principal and Board of Governors on a periodic basis.

Review

This policy will be formally reviewed June 2028.  Responsibility for the review rests with the nursery co-ordinator/ VP  and the Principal


image1.jpeg




