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DARKLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

FIRST AID

Introduction
First Aid can save lives and prevent minor injuries becoming major ones. Under the Health & Safety (First Aid) Regulations (NI) 1982, employers have to ensue that there are adequate and appropriate equipment and facilities for providing First Aid in the workplace. Although these regulations apply to the provision of First Aid for employees, schools need to consider carefully the likely risks to pupils and visitors and make allowances for them when drawing up a First Aid Policy.

Aim
Staff (teaching and non-teaching), pupils and visitors in schools may suffer injuries or fall; our aim is to ensure that they receive immediate attention and that an ambulance is called in serious cases.

The Minimum First Aid Provision
1. a suitable stocked First Aid box
2. an appointed person to take charge of First Aid arrangements
3. Provision of information to employees on First Aid arrangements.

Darkley Primary School endeavours to meet and supplement these minimum requirements following a risk assessment. First Aid provision will be available on school premises and off the premises whilst on school visits.

The First Aid Box
There are two First Aid boxes in Darkley Primary School, which are located in the Staff Room and in the school office. The First Aid boxes will contain items which a First Aider has been trained to use. 

The large box will contain:

· One guidance card
· A list of essential telephone numbers
· 20 individually wrapped sterile dressings (assorted sizes)
· 2 sterile eye pads, with attachment
· 6 individually wrapped triangular bandages
· Safety pins
· 6 medium individually wrapped sterile wound dressings
· 2 large individually wrapped sterile wound dressings 
· 3 extra large individually wrapped sterile wound dressings
· Disposable gloves
· Individually wrapped moist cleaning wipes
· Scissors
· 2 instant disposable ice packs and covers

Tablets or medicines will not be kept in the First Aid box.

Ice packs are available form the freezer in the staff room.

Before undertaking any off site activities an assessment will be made of what level of First Aid provision is needed.

Travelling First Aid box will contain:
· List of contents
· One guidance card
· A list of essential telephone numbers
· 6 individually wrapped sterile dressings (assorted sizes)
· 1 sterile eye pads, with attachment
· 2 individually wrapped triangular bandages
· Safety pins
· 4 medium individually wrapped sterile wound dressings
· 1 large individually wrapped sterile wound dressings
· Disposable gloves
· Disposable ice packs and covers
· Individually wrapped moist cleansing wipes
· Scissors

Additional items may be necessary for specialised activities or individual children.

First Aid boxes will be checked on a regular basis and restocked as required.

All First Aid boxes will be marked with a white cross on a green background

The appointed person is one who:

· Takes charge when someone is injured or becomes ill, including calling an ambulance if required.
· Looks after the First Aid equipment e.g. restocking the First Aid boxes.
The First Aiders in Darkley Primary School is Mr Ciaran Monaghan.

First Aiders
A First Aider is someone who has undergone a HSENI approved training course in administering First Aid at Work and holds a current First Aid at Work Certificate. This certificate is valid for a period of three years and it is a requirement that a two day refresher course must be successfully completed within three years. If not, the four day course must be retaken. Some staff have undergone this training and so are recognised First Aiders.

Providing Information
Staff must be informed of the First Aid arrangements. This includes the location of equipment, facilities and First Aid personnel and the procedure for monitoring and reviewing the schools First Aid needs.

In Darkley Primary School the First Aid equipment will be located as follows:
· First Aid box in Staff room
· First Aid box in School office area.

All teachers should use disposable gloves in the classroom; no child should be treated without the teacher or assistant wearing disposable gloves. This is to prevent the spread of infection. Gloves are available in both the staff room and the accessible toilet area. 

Induction programme will ensure that new staff are aware of the First Aid arrangements and a First Aid Policy will be available for them.

First Aid Accommodation
The Education (School Premises) Regulations 1996 require every school to have a suitable room that can be used for medical or dental treatment when required and for the care of pupils during school hours. The area, which must contain a wash basin and be reasonably near a WC, need not be solely used for medical purposes but needs to be readily available for that purpose.




Hygiene/Infection Control
All staff in Darkley Primary School should take precautions to avoid infection and must follow basic hygiene procedures. Staff will have access to single-use disposable gloves and hand washing facilities and should take care when dealing with blood or other body fluids and disposing of dressings or equipment.

Reporting
A child who is feeling unwell will be brought to a first aider. If the teacher or Principal decides that the child would be more comfortable at home, then parents are contacted. If the parent is not available, the list of contacts will be used in their preference order. If no-one can be contacted, then the child will remain in school until someone can be contacted or home time.

A child who has had a simple accident will receive care and attention from the class teacher or classroom assistant. If they are concerned they will send the child to the Designated First Aider who will check the child and decide what action needs to be taken.

A parent will be informed if a child:
· Receives a bump on the head (advised to keep the child under observation for drowsiness and sickness and if either occur, to take the child to A&E) 
· Is stung by a wasp or bee (in case of allergy)
· Is vomiting
· Has had a serious injury (advised to attend A&E)
· Has had a nose bleed depending on severity (advised to let the child rest for a while.

Record Keeping
Darkley primary School will keep a record of any First Aid treatment given by First Aiders. This will include:
· The date, time and place of the accident
· The name, class and teacher of the injured pupil
· Details of the injury/illness and what First Aid was given
· What happened to the person immediately afterwards (e.g. sent home, resumed normal duties, went back to class, went to hospital)
· Name and signature of the First Aid dealing with the incident.

This slip will be sent home by the child with a visible first aid sticker to highlight that the child received treatment in school. 

Current First Aiders for Academic Year 2025-2026 Darkley PS

· Ciaran Monaghan.
· Tanya Mc Mullen.
· Joan Nugent.
· Tina O’Neill.
· Bernadette Grover.
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