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Background and Context

The NI Department of Education (DE) is firmly of the view that school uniforms play an important part in the
engagement of pupils with their school, promoting a sense of identity, pride and unity and supporting the
ethos of the school. The Department states that a school uniform can also ensure pupils from all backgrounds
feel welcome, protecting children from social pressures to dress in a particular way and promoting good
relations between different groups of pupils. In addition, school uniforms support the safe-guarding policy of
a school, making it easier to identify any individuals who should not be on the premises.

DE is also aware of increasing and ongoing concerns raised by parents about the costs associated with uniform
requirements and it is important that schools carefully consider again the rationale for such requirements.
With this in mind, all schools have been asked to review their uniform requirements taking into account
comfort and flexibility for pupils and sustainability for families and the broader environment, within the
context of affordability for all parents.

The Edenderry Primary School uniform has changed and evolved quite a lot over the school’s history, however,
it has not been reviewed in many years. During this time, the NI Primary Curriculum has changed significantly
to focus more on skills than knowledge. Consequently, many lessons are more practical in nature, which
naturally brings into question the relevance of a uniform that includes a shirt and tie on very young children.

The timing of this survey is very appropriate for us here in Edenderry as, following a rebranding in January
2024, we naturally need to update our logo on the uniform. Contrary to a specific comment made during this
review, it is important to note that the rebranding was part of a wider piece of work looking at the whole
school vision for 2023 onwards and the rebranding in no way adds to the cost of the uniform. It is also
important to note that reviewing and renewing the logo is not a new thing for Edenderry. Looking at the

school archive on the website, you will see that the logo has changed a number of times during the school’s
history.

Methodology and Evidence Base

A parental survey was drafted using a Microsoft Office online form and completed by 133 respondents.
The school council considered the key aspects of this review during a meeting of the council.

The teaching staff discussed and added to the key findings.

Key Findings

The following information summarises the responses to the survey questions from each group. The first three
guestions related to the respondent’s personal details only.



Parent survey responses

4. The NI Department of Education is correct in saying that uniform is important for all schools.

More Details

. Strongly agree 85
. Agree 37
. Neutral 8
. Disagree 3
@ Sstrongly disagree 0

5. A shirt and tie is important for all children in primary school.

More Details

@ Sstrongly agree 13
® Agree 22 "
@ nNeutral 25
. Disagree 44
. Strongly disagree 29

6. To simplify dressing and align with the practical nature of learning, the P1-P4 uniform should only
include a polo shirt, rather than a shirt and tie under the school pullover or cardigan.

More Details

. Strongly agree 69
® Agree 36
. Neutral 14
. Disagree 12
. Strongly disagree 2




7. A shirt and tie is important for senior children (P5-P7) as they prepare for post-primary school.

More Details

@ Sstongly agree 33
. Agree 42
@ neutral 18 »
. Disagree 15
. Strongly disagree 25

8. The senior children (P1-P7) should be permitted to wear a PE uniform (eg. a polo shirt, a quarter zip
top and plain black leggings or tracksuit bottoms) on PE and swimming days and school trips.

More Details

@ Sstrongly agree 80
. Agree 38
® Neutral 8
. Disagree 5
@ strongly disagree 2

Additional views of parents refer to the:

e benefits of having an alternative PE kit and more comfortable options;

e smartness and equality of a uniform compared to the appearance of jogging bottoms;

e affordability of uniforms, including branded items and/or an additional PE top;

e relevance of shirts and ties and the most relevant age for children to wear them;

e manageability of shirts, ties and buttons, particularly for children with fine motor skills challenges;
e need for children to be properly prepared to cope with transfer to post-primary school;

e washing and maintenance of uniforms;

e comfort of less restrictive clothing for practical and outdoor learning;

e diagnosis of neuro diverse conditions and challenges of formality for children with sensory issues;
e potential removal of all shirts and ties;

e wearing of shorts at any time of the year;

e potential of girls wearing pinafores, leggings or tracksuit bottoms;

e gender expectations regarding shirt colours;

e shorts being worn under girls skirts;

e simplification of the school uniform; and

e the reduction of lost items if PE kit is worn on PE days.



Key data drawn from parental responses
Please note: Neutral responses are not included in the statistical data provided.
Is a uniform important?

e Almost all parents (96.7%) agree with the NI Department of Education’s view that school uniforms play
an important part in the engagement of pupils with their school, promoting a sense of identity, pride and
unity and supporting the ethos of the school and protects children from social pressures to dress in a
particular way.

Is a shirt and tie important?

e Just over two thirds of respondents (67.5%) believe that it is unnecessary for all primary school aged
children need to be wearing a shirt and tie to school.

e More than four fifths of respondents (88.2%) are of the opinion that a polo shirt is sufficient for P1 to
P4 children to wear under their pullover.

o Almost two thirds of respondents (65.2%) believe that P5 to P7 children should still wear a shirt and tie
as part of their school uniform.

Would an alternative quarter-zip PE top be a useful addition to the school uniform?

e Almost all respondents (94.4%) are of the opinion that the option of wearing a quarter-zip with plain
black leggings or tracksuit bottoms would be a valuable option for P5 to P7 children.

Key information drawn from our school council

The school council discussed the same questions considered by parents. Their views are included below with
some personal views expressed by the council.

1. The NI Department of Education is correct in saying that uniform is important for all.
e All 10 councillors agree.
Views include:

e ‘Some parents don’t like uniforms but | do.’
e ‘I think it’s necessary — especially if you are on a school trip and you represent your school.’

2. Ashirt and tie is important for all children in primary school.
e 8 of the 10 councillors agree.

Views include:



e ‘Itisn’t good for P1 or P2/’
e ‘The shirt can make you really hot and it’s difficult to get off.’

3. To simplify dressing and align with the practical nature of learning, the P1-P4 uniform should only
include a polo shirt, rather than a shirt and tie under the school pullover or cardigan.

e 7 of the 10 councillors agree.
Views include:

e ‘Some pupils prefer a shirt and it looks nicer.’
e ‘I'think the shirt and tie is more comfortable.’

4. A shirt and tie is important for senior children (P5-P7) as they prepare for post-primary school.
e All 10 councillors agree.
Views include:

e ‘It gets you ready for Secondary school.’
e ‘You need to get used to shirt and tie to be ready for secondary school.’

5. The senior children (P1-P7) should be permitted to wear a PE uniform (eg. a polo shirt, a quarter
zip top and plain black leggings or tracksuit bottoms) on PE and swimming days and school trips.

e All 10 councillors agree.
Views include:
e ‘You have more room to run and move easier even in the playground.’

e ‘It stops us wasting our PE time, changing.
e ‘This stops us from forgetting our PE kit on that day!”

Conclusions based on question responses and all views provided

Childrenin P1 to P4
From September 2025, children in P1 to P4:
o will no longer wear a shirt and tie as part of their uniform.
e will continue to wear a branded (brighter coloured) school polo shirt underneath a branded sweatshirt

or cardigan along with black school trousers or skirt/pinafore and black shoes.

Reason for decision:



These decisions are based on:

e the collective agreement that it is important to maintain a sense of identity and pride in the Edenderry
name and logo;

e the importance of maintaining and promoting a sense of unity;

e the fact that there are the only two branded items included in the uniform; and

e the fact that a new brighter coloured polo shirt, matching the colour of the logo on the
pullover/cardigan, will be less expensive.

PE for P1 and P2
From September 2025, children in P1 and P2:

e will remove their sweatshirt/cardigan for PE; and
e change from black shoes to indoor trainers/plimsoles.

PE for P3 and P4

From September 2025, children in P3 and P4:

e will remove their sweatshirt/cardigan and continue to wear plain black shorts for PE; and
e change from black shoes to indoor trainers/plimsoles.

Reason for decision:
These decisions allow the children to change appropriately for their age, independently and quickly for PE.

Children in P5 to P7

From September 2025, children in P5 to P7:

e will continue to wear a shirt and a new tie (with gold stripe to match the colour of the polo shirt and
branded pullover/cardigan) as part of their uniform; and

o will in the summer term be permitted to wear a branded (brighter-coloured) school polo shirt
underneath a branded sweatshirt or cardigan.

Reason for decision:
These decisions are based on:

e the collective agreement that it is important to maintain a sense of identity and pride in the Edenderry
name and logo;

e the importance of maintaining and promoting a sense of unity;

e the aim of adequately preparing senior children for transition into a very specific post-primary school
uniform; and

e the fact that there are still only two branded items included in the uniform.



PE and Swimming for P5 to P7
From September 2025, on PE or swimming days only, children in P5 to P7:

o will wear their branded school polo shirt underneath either their branded school sweatshirt or cardigan
and plain black leggings or tracksuit bottoms; or

e may (if they wish) instead wear a new branded Edenderry quarter-zip top and plain black leggings or
tracksuit bottoms; and

e change from outdoor shoes/trainers to indoor trainers/plimsoles

The children may also wear black shorts underneath their leggings or tracksuit bottoms.
Reason for decision:
These decisions are based on:

e the fact that, due to personal and physical development, children in P5 to P7 need to change their
clothes for PE; and

e very clear parental preferences expressed in the r survey requesting the option of wearing a quarter-
zip.

Children with Special Educational Needs (SEN), including children enrolled in a Specialist
Provision Class

Children with additional SEN needs that relate specifically to a child’s ability to manage his or her school
uniform or sensory needs that align with a specific medical diagnosis, may wear whichever variation of the
uniform that best meets his or her needs. This can be discussed with the child’s teacher and/or the principal
at the time of enrolment or transition into a senior class.

In conclusion:
It is important to note the following:

e These changes will now be communicated to the main providers of the Edenderry Primary School
uniform.

e Considering the fact that it will now feature as a key item on the school uniform and not just for PE, the
school polo shirt will be updated to a brighter shade of yellow aligning with the school logo.

e We have been advised that the brighter colour will reduce the cost of the polo shirt by up to £3.

e We hope that the new polo shirt will retain its colour better than the current yellow.

e The school tie will also require a minor adjustment in colour to align with the branding on the pullover
and cardigan. As this is for P5 to P7 only, the elasticated tie will no longer be produced.

e P5to P7 girls will continue to wear a white shirt and boys a grey shirt.

e  We hope that a quarter zip top will last for more than one year.

e The school will now identify a new quarter-zip incorporating the school logo through discussion with the
regular uniform providers.



e Polo shirts and sweatshirts/cardigans with the updated school logo will become available as soon as the
current stock is no longer available.

e Whilst these uniform changes will be discussed and implemented by September 2025, the school fully
expects a period of transition, during which any pre-worn and exchanged items of the current uniform
can of course be worn. We appreciate that this may look unusual for a period of time, however,
considering the cost of a school uniform, we feel that it is important that a timescale for change is not
imposed on any family.

Thank you

Thank you to all parents and pupils who contributed to this uniform survey and shared their views.
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