St Malachy’s Primary School
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Poelry Compelition Winners:

On the 6th March 2020 the then P6-7
class entered a poetry competition co
ordinated by Irish-World. The poems
were based on the Townlands the chil-
dren live in and were inspired by work
the children carried out on our local po-
ets Patrick Farrell and John Montague.
It's taken two years for the competition
to be completed and St Malachy’s has
been judged the overall winner! The po-
ets (who are all now in secondary level)
have won £500 for our school which will
be used by the student council to fund
their activities, including the ‘Day of
Play’!

Irish World is the Irish Family History
Foundation centre for counties Tyrone

Around Ballygawley it is wonderful,
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Those with ancestral links
with Tyrone or Fermanagh
use Irish-World to discover P——
the path to their Irish roots. OQur o=
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database allows direct access to
all the principal sources of re-
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data and muster rolls.

They also produce periodic herit-
age publications relating to local
history, folklore and culture.
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“Hello?, | hear the wind say,
They Il sing of hills of Donegal,
And of rolling fields in Kerry,

Garvaghey outshines them all, YNe" ever snow falls
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We all through snow balls,

When the rain comes,
The land reflects the sky above,
You hear hail thuds,
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Mr Canavan is putting his neck on the line to help you with your
numeracy!l He has challenged P2-7 to earn a quarter of a mil-
lion points on Mathletics in the month of April.

If Tﬁey reach this target Mr Canavan will act as a target for
the P2-7's to practice their 'Wet Sponge’ throwing!ll!

If all the pupils in P2-7 score 1,000 (a bronze certificate)
points per school week (there's an Easter Break in Aprill) they
will have a total of 250,000 points.

For the last week in April,25th-29th April, we'll being placing
most of P2-7 maths homework on Mathletics!

Weekend Homework!

The parents and staff at St Malachy’s have voted to have homework every weekend . Sat-
urday and Sunday will now be dedicated to doing more lessons about whatever is covered
during the week in school. One parent commented, ““ I think it’s a great idea, no more go-
ing outside on a Saturday to get your clothes dirty.” Staff were overheard in the staff room
saying, “ we can’t wait to mark all that homework on a Monday”. Weekend homework
will start on the 31st of April.

HOMEWORK

Easter Holiday’s are as follows.
School closes Holy Thursday 13th April and reo-
pens Monday 25th April 2022.

Easter Holidays
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The Sentinus RoboCode programme introduces young people to
computer coding in the context of robotics. Having previously
completed a series of tasks using drag and drop programming
we will now progress to writing code, this will introduce our

students to the concept of computer languages and how devic-
es and machines are controlled by programming.

Positive Discipline K \

At Glencull the children are ‘caught’ being 'good’ i
all the time! If caught showing positive behav- Inappropriate Language.

iours there are lots of rewards. We celebrate hether on the football pitch or during a disagreement we
great examples of positive actions each Friday encourage children to negotiate problems using the rich lan-
during our assembly. It's important that children HEEE they learn in class. Our school community does not ac-
get an opportunity to talk about how they have cept bad language. Sanction: Yellow card. Two yellow cards
won these rewards at home, so asking about their 2 a.fortmght =a red card and a note home to parents regard-
successes in school will help discipline in school. ng inappropriate language.

Reinforcing that you think these positive behav- €
iours are important will help enthuse your child

]

about showing these behaviours in school. 4 Rough Play
Our discipline policy also has sanctions for those BN RN OT RT BRI BTN

displaying behaviours that are not appropriate. different games e.g. pretending to be superheroes

When sanctions are taken, we encourage children RS Ry C R TRt Bty LI LR et e ot

to discuss these at home and for home o support BN T AR TR R R A T S Ted )

Ye (T {1eT o C3e TgTe WAT-ATE} RToJol-00 4T y i { VXYM oY Y\ L T Z-Je T B When playing football in school, children are encouraged to
inappropriate. We have had great improvements use less contact and to be mindful of the difference in age pre-
in pupils where sanctions are followed up at home BRI RI T el T S e T AT B3 AR TR s LT Lot e 1S
and we encourage this support. Please discuss children who wish to play and everyone has the job of making
these with your child focusing on their behaviour, B ER R VRV BN TR N[O ZlaTe e IS0 1100 15
rather the behaviours of others. removal from the game for a fixed time to allow reflection.

\
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Football Tournaments 1 6"

Over term 2/3 the KS2 children have been getting lots of opportunities to play in competitive and non-competitive
Blitz. During the non-competitive Blitz all the children who attend will get equal opportunity to play, with a focus on
improvement. At a competitive blitz the team that is most likely to win will be picked and there is no guarantee that
all children will get to travel or to play, nor that they will get to play in the position they wish to play. We aim to have
a mix of the two different types of event throughout the year. The first competitive blitz takes place on 13th April
2022 in Loughmacrory.

First Confession and Communion

First Confessions takes place in school next week 7th April. Like last year, the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion takes place in school. Fr O'Dwyer will visit school on 7th of April and the service will take place un-
der the covered play area. P4 are currently working through lessons about the sacraments they'll receive
this year and have the opportunity to discuss them with the adults in school and Fr O'Dwyer when he vis-
its.

First Communion is on Saturday 27th of May. We ask all the P5-7 children to help the P4 children cele-
brate this important sacrament by singing in the choir. So keep the date free in your diary.
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! Allianz Cumann na mBunscol Tyrone wil*be holding their annu- |

| al skills day on Thurs 27th April in the Garvaghey Centre. St I
Malachy's will be sending 2 children for each code:

lie. 2 x girl football; 2 x boy football; 2 x boy hurling & 2 x |

[ girl camogie. Participants will be chosen based on a skills test |
in school. )

{

Primary 6 & 7 have had the opportunity to

take part in weekly P4C lessons. What is =
PAC - Philosophy for Children? P4C is a

chance for children to take part in deep
discussion about a range of subjects. It gets
children questioning, thinking, deciding,

and listening. From that, comes quality

feedback.

(I ———

o,
| We've had confirmation that the 6th April is the
last swimming session (none on the 13th of April) . Congratulations
| foall the P4-7 children who pushed themselves out of their com-
fort zone to improve so much from their starting point! Great
learning for everyone.

|

Errigal Ciaran football coach Ryan Daly continues coaching
sessions for P1-7s. KS2 classes are broken info two groups,
one working on skills with the other focusing

more on game play, swapping focuses each O
week.

PE days

P1-7: Monday—Errigal Coach

P1-3: Wednesday Hurling—Damhlaic Rush

Wednesday swimming finishes at Easter.
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