
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 24th October 2025 

 

    

 

Citizen of the Week (17-10-25)  

Congratulations to Felda in Y1, who received last week’s Citizenship Award, for understanding why it is 

important to laugh and have fun in line with our Statement of Belief. Felda is a fearless and enthusiastic 

learner who loves to work with others. She is sociable and her humour is both generous and gentle. The 

effortless way she always includes others, illustrates the truth, that laughter really is the shortest distance 

between two people. Congratulations, Felda, we are all very proud of you! 
 

Citizen of the Week (24-10-25)  

Our Harvest Mass meant that there was no Celebration Assembly this week. Our final Term 1 Citizen of the 

Week award, will therefore be announce at our first celebration assembly after the school holiday. 

 

Final Term 1 Smiley Scores 

Harvest mass meant that the final Term 1 smiley scores could not be shared, 

as there was no Celebration Assembly, They will, instead, be shared in the 

first week of Term 2.  
 

Attendance: Final Week of Term 1   Get Set, GO!  

1st  Y5  99.7% Bobby Bear visiting  1st   FS2 76% 

2nd   Y3  99.0% Brenda Bear visiting  2nd  Y3 76% 

2nd     Y6  98.8% Elvis Owl visiting 3rd     Y6 73% 

4th      Y2  97.1% Billy Bear visiting 4th  Y2 72% 

5th Y4  96.0%  4th   Y4 72% 

6th FS2  94.7%  6th Y1 71% 

7th Y1  94.7%  7th  Y5 70% 

Target = 98.0%    Average Attendance = 97.3% Average = 73% 

 

Attendance: Term 1 Overall  Attendance: 2025-26 Overall 

1st Y3  98.6%  1st Y3  98.6%  

2nd Y6  97.8%  2nd Y6  97.8%  

3rd  Y1  97.1%  2nd  Y1  97.1%  

4th   Y2  97.1%  4th Y2  97.1%  

5th FS2  96.9%  5th FS2  96.9%  

6th Y4  96.0%  6th Y4  96.0%  

7th Y5  94.8%  7th Y5  94.8%  

Target = 98.0%                Term 1 Attendance = 96.9% Target 98.0%                Overall Year to Date = 94.6% 
 

Our Term 2 Value: Honesty 

To be honest means to tell the truth and to do the right thing, even when it’s hard. 

Honest people don’t say or do things they know are untrue. They take responsibility 

for what they say and do, and they don’t try to hide the truth. Being honest isn’t 

just about telling the truth to others — it’s also about being truthful with ourselves. It 

means thinking about why we do things, what helps us, and what holds us back. 

Honesty is also about staying true to our values and beliefs, even when we might 

feel pressure not to. It is not always easy to be honest, but it’s something we should 

always try to be - in our learning and in our lives. 
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SJF Curriculum Updates 

Term 1 Curriculum Overviews 

Our Term 1 Curriculum and RE Overviews are available via this link.  
 

In Terms 1, 2 and 3, we are inviting parents/carers to observe story time, phonics and 

class reading sessions; and one of our Mathematics challenge sessions. Please book 

a place via the school office. Thank you. 
 

Shared Phonics and Class Reading Sessions (9.15am, various locations) 

Wednesday 12th November 2025 

• for parents/carers of children in FS2 Y1 Y2 

• book through school office beforehand 

• refreshments in the school hall from 9.00am 

Thursday 13th November 2025 

• for parents/carers of children in Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

• book through school office beforehand 

• refreshments in the school hall from 9.00am 
 

Shared Maths Challenge Sessions (9.15am, various locations) 

Tuesday 13th January 2025 

• for parents/carers of children in FS2 Y1 Y2 

• book through school office beforehand 

• refreshments in the school hall from 9.00am 

Wednesday 14th January 2025 

• for parents/carers of children in Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

• book through school office beforehand 

• refreshments in the school hall from 9.00am 
 

Our Catholic Life 

SJF Chaplaincy Team Update 

Our SJF Chaplaincy Team would 

like to thank everyone who 

supported our Harvest Festival 

appeal, by donating items of food.  

 

All donations will be passed on to our special friends from the St Wilfrid’s Centre, Sheffield, who work so hard 

in support of the poor and most vulnerable and needy in our city.  

 

Annual SJF Harvest Mass 2025 

We thank Fr Bede for celebrating our wonderful Harvest Mass of thanksgiving. We thank the special young 

people of Y5, who led the liturgy so beautifully and Mrs Barrett and Mrs Falding who organised Mass and 

prepared the children so well. We also thank Mrs Barrett and Mrs Hambleton who led the beautiful music. 

We thank all the parishioners, parents, carers and friends who were able to join us too. Finally, we thank our 

children for the way they behaved and engaged so joyfully. We aim to upload the Mass here soon.  
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https://www.st-johnfisher.org/curriculum/curriculum-overviews--2017-2018/2024---2025-curriculum-overviews/
https://www.st-johnfisher.org/films-of-class-liturgies-services-and-masses/recordings-of-our-masses-services-and-weekly-liturgies/
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Our November Gathering Song: ‘Peace is Flowing…’ 
 

Peace is flowing like river, 

  Flowing out in you and me, 

    Flowing out in to the desert –  

      Setting all the captives free. 

 

Our November Prayer    

Eternal rest, 

  Grant unto them, O Lord, 

     And let perpetual light shine upon them, 

       May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Annual Poppy Appeal & Community Service of Remembrance 2025  

We are proud to support the important work of the Royal British Legion by raising money for their annual 

poppy appeal. Paper poppies are on sale until Armistice Day (11th November), for a donation to the appeal. 

On Tuesday 11th November 2025 you are invited to join us for our annual Community service of 

Remembrance at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, starting at 10.50am. Led by Y6, representatives of 

all classes will carry poppy wreaths. Our FS2 children will join us. 

 
 

Our lady of Lourdes Parish News  

Important information regarding parish and Diocesan life, 

including the times of Masses, confession and details about 

sacramental preparation can be found here. To view the latest 

newsletter, please click here. Fr Bede and our parish community 

warmly invite you to join them. Thank you. 

 

Our Latest BYB Challlenge 

Our first Term 2 challenge is based on Tag Rugby. 

 

The aim of the challenge is to grab as many tags from competitors whilst 

dodging those trying to get your tag. The challenge can be increased or 

decreased by changing the number of competitors or the size of the 

game-space. You can individually, in pairs or in larger groups. Consider 

how you use the space. How will you find space? Speed up, slow down 

or stand still? How and when will change direction to avoid losing your 

tag? Will you beat your best, by surviving longer, the more you 

practice? Please click here to view the Sports Majors’ demonstration.     

http://www.ourladyoflourdessheffield.org.uk/
https://www.st-johnfisher.org/news/hallam-bridge-newsletter/?p=7&tags=,1089
https://www.st-johnfisher.org/news/our-latest-byb-challenge-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a/
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Be Safe Be Happy Week 

As usual, the first week of Term 2 will be our 

annual 'Be Safe - Be Happy Week'.  

 

This year's packed programme, which is being 

coordinated by Mr MacInnes, our curriculum 

lead, is shaping up to be one of the best yet.  

 

During this special week the children will benefit from a range of lessons and activities delivered by SJF staff 

and visitors that promote safety and good physical and mental health and wellbeing, positively and in a 

range of accessible and age-appropriate ways. Our SJF staff will deliver a range of sessions that will include 

exploring issues linked to: 

 bullying and the importance of treating others with respect and kindness  

 being safe firework night and antisocial behaviour 

 personal physical safety (NSPCC 'Pants' lessons) 

 too much screen-time and being safe online 

 personal safety and not talking to strangers 

 road safety 

 basic first aid  

 personal health and wellbeing - maintaining good sleep, dietary habits and gardening  

 

We are grateful to the various visitors and partners who will be leading the following sessions and activities: 

  MORNING ACTIVITIES AFTERNOON ACTIVITIES 

MONDAY Personal safety, crime & antisocial behaviour 

(South Yorkshire Police) 

Personal Wellbeing & Miniature Shetland Ponies 

(Smile Pony Therapies) 

TUESDAY Healthy Eating: Making Apple Crumble 1/4 

(Taylor Shaw) 

Healthy Eating: Making Apple Crumble 2/4 

(Taylor Shaw) 

WEDNESDAY Healthy Eating: Making Apple Crumble 3/4 

(Taylor Shaw) 
 

Health & Hygiene 

(Mrs Denham, NHS) 
 

Fire Safety - Y3 Only 

South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue 

Healthy Eating: Making Apple Crumble 4/4 

(Taylor Shaw) 
 

Road & Passenger Safety 

(South Yorkshire police) 

THURSDAY 

Physical Health: Inclusive Dance Workshop 1/2 

(LINKS School Sports Partnership) 

Physical Health: Inclusive Dance Workshop 2/2 

(LINKS School Sports Partnership) 
 

Mental Health & Wellbeing 

(Sheffield Healthy Minds Team, NHS) 

FRIDAY Water Safety  

(Royal National Lifeboat Institution) 
Personal Wellbeing & Support Dogs 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 24th October 2025 

 

Be Safe Be Happy Week 2025: Keeping Children Safe Online 

Social media sites and apps are created to connect people across the UK and the world. This can be both 

good and bad. It is positive when friends and family are reunited and are able to stay connected; it can be 

positive when suitable new friendships are formed; or when people are brought together because of 

appropriate and shared and interests and hobbies.  

 

However, there is a flipside that can be negative because of the real risks posed to users, including 

vulnerable children, with or without the knowledge of their parents/carers. This includes the threat of 

connecting online with dangerous predators and those who seek to bully, control and harass them. It is for 

this reason that most social media sites, claiming to be responsible, impose age restrictions. Unfortunately, 

even these - as we have seen in the news - are not always enough to protect children. 

 

We recall the tragic story of Molly Russell, a young lady who suffered 

silently, ultimately taking her own life as a direct result of the influence of 

social media (BBC report here and her father’s account here). Her parents 

spoke bravely at the time about the impact of social media on their 

daughter’s wellbeing, and of how her loss affects them every day, in the 

hope that no one else will have to suffer like their family has. 

 

We’ve been advised that when adults allow children to bypass age restrictions to access social media sites 

meant for older users, they may be putting them at risk. We understand this can be difficult, especially when 

children feel pressure to join the same platforms as their friends. Unfortunately, schools — including ours — 

are increasingly having to address issues that arise from children’s use of apps such as WhatsApp, TikTok, 

Snapchat and Roblox, including unsafe online interactions. 

 

We therefore encourage parents and carers to consider working together, within 

year groups, to agree not to let children bypass social media age limits. This 

collective approach can help reduce peer pressure and keep children safer online. 

Remember, these age restrictions exist to protect, not to punish. Please follow this link to guidance published 

by ‘The UK Council for Internet Safety’, which provides information to parents/carers. 

 

Be aware. Getting online can be easy, 

especially with no supervision. Children 

can use XBOX and PlayStation-type 

consuls; PCs, laptops and tablets; smart 

televisions, phones and watches; the 

free Wi-Fi available in restaurants, 

libraries, shops, Meadowhall, motorway 

services and other public spaces.  

 

It is reported that under-age children in 

our city have even managed to get 

online using their next-door neighbour’s 

Wi-Fi. This can make it very difficult for 

parents/carers to monitor what their 

child view or are exposed to, even when 

they are determined to be vigilant 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-67556756
https://mollyrosefoundation.org/molly-russell-a-fathers-journey/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-safety-online-a-practical-guide-for-parents-and-carers/child-safety-online-a-practical-guide-for-parents-and-carers-whose-children-are-using-social-media
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Golden Children! (17-10-25) 

 

Writing Champions! (17-10-25) 

FS2  Noah for working really hard during our daily handwriting activities. He also drew a wonderful picture 

linked to this week’s story, ‘The Enormous Turnip’! 

Y1  George for trying so hard to write sentences with neat handwriting, remembering to use finger spaces 

and full stops. Well done!  

Y2  Patricia for working SO HARD to remember to include those finger spaces in her writing! What an 

amazing difference it has made to your handwriting! We are so proud!  

Y3  Daisy for writing a great ‘Skara Brae’ persuasive text this week! 

  

Y4  Breyden for writing some super sentences in his English book and for working hard to improve his 

handwriting and overall presentation of work. Well done! 

Y5  Ava S for the great start she has made to her Rosa Parks biography. She first collected lots of facts 

and is now beginning to organise them. Well done, Ava! 

Y6  William for writing an excellent recount about Castleton. His vocabulary choices really did help his 

writing stand out, and we are so proud of him! 

 

Maths Champions! (17-10-25) 

FS2  Fred for being a very kind and caring member of FS2 and for setting a great example to others. He 

tries his best in all activities and this week acted out the story of The Enormous Turnip brilliantly! 

Y1  Annie has been a superstar for the last two weeks. She has not allowed her poorly arm to stand in her 

way and has proved that with determination and perseverance she can still achieve lots of things!  

Y2  Niamh for being such a passionate and enthusiastic member of our class, who can be relied upon to 

throw herself into activities wholeheartedly. What a super example you are!  

Y3  Eliana Joyce for being so determined to stretch her learning and support her peers. Well done! 

 

Y4  Harry for showing great resilience this week even when he has found a few things particularly hard.  

This shows that you can be courageous and resilient learner.  Well done! 

Y5  The whole of Y5 for their fabulous behavior during their residential visit to The Oakes! They really tried 

hard, and displayed our SJF values in their behavior and attitude. Well done, everyone! 

Y6  Matilda for being so resilient this week, trying her best every day. Well done! 

 

FS2  Rose for working really well at counting different sets of objects accurately before matching the 

quantity to the corresponding numerals. Well done! 

Y1  Rudi for not only remembering how to use the < and > symbols, but for also being able to explain how 

to use them correctly to others with such confidence! Well done! 

Y2  Ivan for having such a great attitude and love for maths. He tries so hard when solving problems, 

reflecting so thoughtfully, as he does, on his work.  

Y3  Aria for demonstrating great knowledge in her explanation of how to solve addition and subtraction 

problems this week. Well done! 

Y4  George for working really hard and for challenging himself in our maths lessons this week, particularly 

with his times-tables. Well done, George! 

Y5  Felicity for trying really hard and for her determination in trying to apply her mathematical knowledge 

practically when problems-solving. She demonstrated great teamwork too! 

Y6  Julia for her hard work when rounding decimals this week. She has challenged herself and the hard 

work has really paid off. Keep it up! 
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Reading for Pleasure: Our Latest Feature Books of the Week  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please click here to view our full 2025-26 SJF Book List.  

 

These are our latest feature books: 

 Peanut, Butter and Crackers: River Rescue 

o Paige Braddock 

 Dadaji’s Paintbrush  

o  Rashmi Sirdeshpande & Ruchi Mhasane 

 
 

 

The 2025 Y5 Residential to ‘The Oakes’  

Mrs Barrett. Visit Leader 

What a fantastic experience! From ‘drop off’ on day one, 

right through to ‘pick up’ on day three, the children had 

an exciting and fun-packed time at ‘The Oakes’! They 

enjoyed zorbing, ropes, rafting, axe-throwing, archery, 

foot-golf, cars, games and - of course - the marvellous 

mudder and so much more! They did not stop!  

 

During their time away, the children grew together in their friendships and really lived out our SJF learning 

values of teamwork, respect, determination, self-belief, honesty and passion. There was also lots and lots of 

laughter! Thank you to the team at The Oakes, and of course, Mrs Falding, Mr Ramsden and Mr Seaton who 

joined us every day, for encouraging and supporting all the children so well, you can view photos from Day 

1 here and Day 2 here. We also thank Mrs Barrett for all her hard work in leading this fantastic adventure.  

Pupil Voice: SJF Healthy Minds Champions Team 

Coordinator, Mr Murphy  

The next episode of our SJF Healthy Minds Podcast is out 

soon so keep your eyes peeled for when it arrives on our 

SJF website! 

Please click here for the Waterstones book reviews. 

https://www.st-johnfisher.org/curriculum/book-recommendations/
https://www.st-johnfisher.org/news/the-oakes--day-1/?p=2&tags=,1089
https://www.st-johnfisher.org/news/the-oakes--day-2/?p=1&tags=,1089
https://www.st-johnfisher.org/news/latest-sjf-books-of-the-week/
https://www.waterstones.com/author/paige-braddock/1541595
https://www.waterstones.com/author/rashmi-sirdeshpande/4098512
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Travel Tracker Update 

Coordinator, Mr Murphy 

The badges for October will be given out 

after half term as we are waiting for the data 

to update on the Travel Tracker website. 

Those who earned a badge for October will 

receive theirs when we return in November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y1 Visit to Whirlow Hall Farm 

Mrs Sambrook, Visit Leader 

What an amazing day our Y1 children enjoyed at Whirlow Hall Farm. The first half of 

the day centred on the farm itself, and its animals - a number of which the children 

were able to observe, touch and even feed.  
 

During second half of the day the children were able to walk through open woodland and along paths, 

investigating signs of autumn. They even went on an exciting mini-beast and leaf hunt through the gardens, 

finding different creatures in their habitats and using a reference card to identify different leaves. The day 

was capped with a fantastic scavenger hunt and a quick game of 'Duck-Duck-Goose'! For more photos 

from this special visit, please click here. 
 

We thank our wonderful Y1 children, who were an absolute credit to our school! Sincere thanks also must 

go to our team of parent/carer volunteers, who accompanied us, and made this visit possible.  

We thank the team at Whirlow Hall Farm, for welcoming us and looking after us so well all day, which is all 

the more amazing because they did not charge us a fee. Finally we thank Mrs Sambrook for organising and 

coordinating this important visit. Whirlow hall Farm is also a special place you can visit as a family.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Achievements outside of School 

Please email details of your children’s achievements outside of school (enquiries@st-johnfisher.org). 

Regardless of whether achievements are big or not, we love to celebrate all good news!  

 Zach in Y3 Zach has passed his Level 2 in Ice skating and is now working at Level 3. Well done, Zach! 

 Chloe in Y5 performed a beautiful dance recently, in front of huge crowds at Disneyland Paris, 

alongside children from other Razzamatazz schools across the UK! Amazing! Congratulations, Chloe!  

323rd out 
of 933 in 

the country

15th out of 
35 in 

Sheffield

How we 
compareFS2

The class 

with the best 
combined 
recorded 

and active 
journeys

Class of the 
week

https://www.st-johnfisher.org/news/whirlow-hall-farm-trip-/?p=2&tags=,1089,&managegallery=6876&backtonews=7590
mailto:enquiries@st-johnfisher.org
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Pupil Progress Review Meetings 

A reminder that the first round of pupil progress review and target-setting meetings for parents and carers 

of children in Years 1-6, take place on Tuesday 18th November and Wednesday 19th November 2025.  

 

The Parents/carers of children in FS2 have already met with Mrs Barratt.  

 

Please do not forget to make an appointment, and speak to the school office if you have any questions or 

issues. Parents/carers of children with special educational needs and disabilities who are already booked in 

to meet with Mrs Hadfield and their children’s class teacher will not need to book one of these meetings. 

The meetings will start straight after school on both days. 

 

Statement of Belief 

Our Statement of Belief linked to Be Safe – Be Happy Week is: “I know what to 

do if I see someone being hurt”.  

 

Time to talk: Why is it important to look out for each other?  

 

How many different ways can we look after each other?  

 

What are the different ways someone can be hurt?  

 

What should we do if we see someone being hurt?  

 

What can we do to help sensibly whilst remaining safe ourselves?  

 

Why do we want our school to be a place where children look after each 

other and the grown-ups are all there to help?   
 

Thank You! 

I would like to thank my very special colleagues - in all their different and important roles - for all their hard 

work in Term 1 and particularly for the tremendous care and dedication they have shown to all the children 

they support every day.  

 

I would like to thank our incredible Governors; our dedicated PTFA committee; our amazing volunteers; our 

very special Parish Priest, Fr Bede and all our dear friends from the parish; our families; and , but not least, 

our incredible children, for making our school the very special place it is. 

 

School reopens on Monday 3rd November 2025 for the start 

of ‘Be Safe – Be Happy Week 2025’.  

 

Don’t forget to join us for Wake Up! Shake Up! on the 

playground at 8.40am.  

 

You can find the Term 2 dance routines here if you want to 

practise and join in! 

https://www.st-johnfisher.org/sjf-wake-and-shakers/

