Issue 3: November 2024
THIS MONTH’S VALUE

Determination

HEADS UP FROM MS. BROOKES

What a busy half term is has been! | hope that you have all enjoyed a well-deserved rest and
made the most of the precious time together. When | look back and reflect on our first half-
term, there are so many positives to share. One of the things that has given us the most joy
has been to welcome parents and carers back into school more during our celebration
assembliesand bear Assemblies. Hawk Owls and 6B did a wonderful job of presenting our very
first class assemblies. It was lovely to see these events being so well supported by parents and
carers, and also to see first-hand all the wonderful learning that has been taking place from
the Maya civilisation to the Great Fire of London! We also enjoyed two fantastic Harvest
assemblies led by Year 1 and Year 3. What happy, joyful occasions these were! The children
impressed us all with their confidence, clear speaking voices and beautiful singing. We look
forward to creating more opportunities to welcome parents and carers into school in the
coming months...Many thanks to all our parents and carers for your continued support.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

Our attendance target is at least 96% attendance.
Whole school attendance for October

97.8%

Thankyou to everyone for valuing education and continuing
to ensure that your children come to school every day and
ontime.

DIARY DATES

4/11/2024 — back to school for children.

5/11/2024 — individual photographs for children.

Siblings (DPS pupils only) from 8.00 am - 9.00 am.

11/11/2024 — Remembrance Day in school at 11.00 am.

12/11/2024 — Parents’ Evening 3.30 — 6.30 pm.

13/11/2024 — Parents’ Evening 3.30 - 6.30 pm.

19/11/2024 — Open Forum Coffee Morning 8.30-9.30 am

in Junior Hall. More details below...

e  25/11/2024 - Infant Parents’ Afternoon for our SEND
pupils 1.45 - 4.00 pm

e  26/11/2024 - Junior Parents’ Afternoon for our SEND
pupils 1.45 - 3.00 pm.

Remember, every lesson counts!
The following classes have won the best overall attendance
for October. Well done!You have all earned an extra
playtime for your super attendance.
EYFS — Little Owls — 98.33%
KS1 - Boobook Owls —98.16%
KS2 — 3A —99.4%




FOCUS ON

Relational Inclusion
In school, we are working hard on developing our Behaviour Policy so that
it is more relational. This approach is based on helping everyone to be and
feel safe, building relationships, understanding individual need, and
supporting the development of self-regulation skills so everyone can
achieve their potential in school. At the heart of our community are the
people and the relationships they build. To make our community work, we
expect everyone to treat each other with respect, kindness, and
compassion.
Our approach is very much to focus on the positives, but we recognise that
when things go wrong, there will be consequences. All actions have
consequences, but this is different from punishment. Our focus is very
much to encourage our children to focus on what needs to be done to help
them to learn to behave differently and to put things right. We will support
all of our pupils with this. We will also provide parents and carers with more
information on this approach as we develop our policy and continue our
training.
Please see Parent/Carer section below for further information on the use
of intentional language...

Anti-Bullying Week

Week commencing11/11/2024 is Anti-Bullying Week. To
tie in with this, we have arranged for a special
performance by ALTRU Theatre company for all pupils
on the theme of anti-bullying week on Tuesday 6%
November.

Week commencing 25/11/2024 — Year 6 Bikeability.

Advent Assemblies in Key Stage 2

We would like to welcome parents to join us for our
Advent assemblies in December from 9.00 am, once the
children have all entered school. These are short
assemblies at the beginning of every day which provide
some much needed peace, calm and an opportunity for
reflection during a very busy time of the year. Everyone
is welcome.

mmm THE

The Great Fire of London comes
to D.P.S!

—P'T A IEAM

8/11/2024 — Bag to School day and pre-loved
uniform sale at pick-up time.

We are very friendly and look forward to
welcoming any new members.

Look out for more PTA events in December...

PARENTS / CARERS

You are very important members of our school

community!

Open Forum Coffee Morning

We would like to invite all parents and carers to our termly
‘open forum’ coffee morning on Tuesday 19" November between
8.30—9.30 am in the Junior Hall. The purpose of these meetings is
to provide a very informal opportunity for parents/carers to meet
with members of our Senior Leadership & Pastoral Teams and to
chat about any concerns/issues, or just to share your views with us
on anything that is important to you. It is very informal, and
hopefully, a friendly, safe space to have a chat over a cup of coffee.
Everyone is welcome.

Intentional Language — Relational Inclusion
The use of language is very important. In school, we use the term
‘dysregulated’ rather than bad behaviour, a meltdown or a tantrum.
We also use the term ‘self-regulation’ to describe when a child can
manage their own emotional responses, and 'co-regulation’ for
when an adult helps a child to manage their emotions.

We encourage parents to adopt the same terminology at

home for consistency. Thank you.



