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Inclusion and Equality at Davyhulme Primary School: Modern Foreign Languages

Whole school

The teaching of languages to young learners is widely recognised as a significant contributory factor in
improving literacy skills, building self-confidence and increasing cultural awareness with the appreciation
of other cultures.

At Davyhulme Primary School, we believe that our children should be taught foreign languages from an
early age when they are most receptive, open to this and are enthusiastic for new forms of learning. We
wish to form a firm platform that lays the foundations for further foreign language teaching at Key
Stage 3, by giving pupils a confident, flying start in a highly interactive and physical subject. All feaching
is through a process of introduction, revisiting in similar and different contexts and consolidation.
Modern Foreign Language teaching and learning at Davyhulme Primary School focuses on children's
enjoyment of foreign language learning, leaving children with a feeling of well-being and greater self-
esteem.

EYFS

Ask about home languages and include familiar words and phrases alongside the foreign language.

Use dual-language books or resources when possible.

Encourage children to share words from their home languages.

Use multi-sensory play based approach-Songs, games, puppets, gestures, and visual aids help children with
different learning styles or additional needs engage.

Relate vocabulary and phrases to children's immediate environment and interests.

Use storytelling or role play to bring the language alive.

Simplify language input for children with learning difficulties or English as an additional language (EAL).
Provide extra support, such as one-on-one interaction or visual cues.

Display multicultural materials and labels.

Celebrate cultural festivals linked to language studies.




Share language learning at home.
Invite families to contribute stories or cultural knowledge.
Recognise and value children's home languages.

EYFS and Key

In Key Stage 1, weekly conversational Spanish lessons take place.

Stage One
A weekly Year 2 French club - the Trafford Book Project, which links into and underpins the Key Stage 2
materials, is delivered by our French modern language assistant from Mauléon, western France. This
enables the children to build up a bank of phrases, words and language in context, focusing on a book, song
or poem, through fun learning with games, rhymes and songs. Every child attends for one half-term.
Key Stage | French is taught throughout Key Stage 2, where the children develop their language through the
Two structured development of four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. All language is

met in an order, to build confidence and aid good pronunciation, whilst engaging in fun learning activities
to reinforce and fix the language.

Teachers identify and address any special educational requirements so that all pupils are able to
participate in modern foreign languages as fully as possible. For instance, all pupils are given their turn in
class work, without exception. Pupils' involvement may be harnessed by asking them to lead or share in
group or pair work, to give them the confidence to be an active member of the group, providing
opportunities for all fo take part.




Resources and tasks are dependent on the age and maturity of the pupils. Support/scaffolding for the
more demanding tasks or skills is provided by the modern language assistant, the support assistant, the
class teacher or by the children's peers, thereby allowing gradual independent work. The use of clear
instructions, learning challenges and targeted questions regularly checks understanding.

Our French modern language assistant both delivers and supports lessons across Key Stage 2, enhancing
and extending language skills and knowledge about the language and raising cultural awareness, inspiring an
international outlook. A mix of equal participation is encouraged in class. No gender roles are delineated
in role-plays.

Strategies for the teaching of MFL aim to vary the teaching methods within each lesson in order to
provide constant reinforcement for the language being addressed. This will follow a pattern of practice
in social language (name, age, preference, number acquisition etc), and a period of recapitulation for
recently acquired knowledge (from the lesson before, the skill being developed the term before, etc).
Essential structures or words are introduced in staged sequence. These are then reinforced through
different games, activities and highly interactive, physical tasks. Each is then woven into extension work -
sentence length, extended listening, etc.

Pupils are given access to DVDs and games. A song DVD is used in conjunction with the specific teaching
of the text. Links to websites and the use of ICT are an increasing part of the delivery of modern
foreign languages.

At Key Stage 2, all MFL teaching is through a process of introduction, revisiting in similar and different
contexts and consolidation. The small components of work allow pupils to achieve something in each
lesson, leading to a regular sense of carefully staged progression.

During Key Stage 2, pupils continue to build their MFL in different contexts and new language is
integrated into their learning programme. Language is developed using a ‘'natural style’ whereby knowledge
and skills are developed through experiential learning.




Pupils’ preferred learning styles are identified and built on using multi-sensory approaches, including the
use of ICT, when teaching this highly interactive subject:

A huge bank of French resources is available. A variety of which are accessible during lessons, clearly
identifiable to encourage independent use. Puppets/soft toys, visual aids, pictorial support, knowledge
organisers and writing frames are used, including colour coded traffic light system cards used for self-
assessment, peer assessment and teacher assessment.

Barriers for pupils with dyslexia or a visual impairment are removed by changing the font, background
colours, word classification colours, efc. of all whiteboard class presentations and classwork. An
alternative to writing as a way of responding to text, pupils can create electronic presentations with
images. Pupils are encouraged to research French topics of their own choice which can be produced
digitally.

Access, including through the use of ICT, o support for authentic, age appropriate, songs, dances, a wide
variety of highly visual reading texts (both fiction and non-fiction), finger rhymes, music, drama and art
is provided as well as the opportunity to communicate in writing with children in another country.
Rewards are given in a structured way, for example, constant verbal praise for effort as well as success,
postcards of praise to 'Star of the Week' or 'Star of the Month' for demonstrating particular language
skills. All are understood and owned by the pupils.

New resources are being produced and integrated regularly as language teaching progresses and
diversifies.

The link with our partner school, Ecole Jean-Paul 11, in Compiegne, northern France, gives the children the
opportunity to communicate directly with their peers in another country, which has a positive impact on
their attitude tfowards other cultures and their motivation for language learning.




Modern Foreign Language Leaders, also known as Language Ambassadors, volunteer to take on the roles of
promoting the use of French within their classroom and across the school and to be involved in MFL
decision making. In every class in Key Stage 2, each one of the language leaders takes on a different role
in encouraging the development of the knowledge, skills and understanding of the French language and
French culture: some children demonstrate daily pockets of language, thereby encouraging other children
to follow suit; other children talk about cross-curricular links that they have made in their French
lessons; some language leaders are responsible for taking care of the authentic French reading books
(both fiction and non-fiction) in their classrooms, ensuring that they are regularly explored and read by
all the children in their class, whilst other language leaders take on the responsibility of directing the
children's attention to the French displays within their classroom each day.




