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Mr Murphy’s Blog 

The new school year has got off to 

a great start and a busy 

September. A huge Ballydown 

welcome to all of our new nursery and P1 

pupils and families to Ballydown. Welcome 

back Mrs McCrum to P2/3 following her 

maternity leave and also welcome to Mr 

Butler who will be working 2 days with P5. If 

you have any questions or queries please feel 

free to speak to me or arrange a time with 

your child’s teacher.   

 

 

Stars of the month  

Our September winners for making a great 

start to the new school year; Nursery 

Charlie Moorehead, P1R Nevin Kilpatrick, P1D 

Daniel Thom, P2 Alexander Lyttle, P2/3 

Lottie-Kate Jardine, P3 Rayne Savage, P4 

Amelie Dowds, P4/5 Noah McKnight, P5 

Patrick Burns, P6 Grace Smyth, P6/7 Mark 

Brown, P7 Anna Lyons.  

 

Behaviour and manners Award Nursery 

Freddie McCrum, P1R Arnold Little, P1D Jude 

Waddell, P2 Jessica Greenwood, P2/3 Tyler 

Toman, P3 Noah Wilson, P4 Caleb Arthur, 

P4/5 Joel McKinstry, P5 Isla Henning,  P6/7 

Bethany Carey, P7 Jake McKinstry. 

Everyone  enjoyed their morning tea and 

treats with Mr Murphy. 

 

Best Class trophy winners  

Our best class for September was P2W.  

Very well done.  

 

Peter Pans 

P1 enjoyed their first trip to Peter Pan’s for 

their settling in activity! 
 

 

 

 

After School Clubs 

All of our after-school clubs got underway 

this month. It is great to see so many 

children getting involved in other activities 

outside of the classroom. Remember to book 

online for all Burns Skills activities. Thank you 

to our parent helpers for after school clubs.  

 

P4 Ulster Folk & Transport Museum 

P4 enjoyed a fantastic trip to The Ulster Folk 

Park, as part of their school in the past topic. 

They looked fantastic dressed as children 

from the past and had great fun learning 

about school life in the past.  They 

particularly enjoyed seeing the original 

Ballydown school building.  

 

Eco Council Elections 
Our New Council Committee for 2025-26 was 

elected with representatives from P4-P7. We 

look forward to listening to their ideas and 

how they can contribute to improving and 

enhancing our school environment for all.  

 

Eco School Council Elections  

P4  P5 
Isaac Woods,  Oliver 

Crawford, Clara Cowan, 

Fergus Bickerstaff 

Sam McCord, Rose 

McEvoy, Shannon 

McShane 

P6 P7 

 Lennox Savage, Lewis 

Mark, Christian 

Crothers 

 

Seth Martin, Eleanor 

McKinstry, Alexandra 

Little 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Children and staff enjoyed the opportunity to 

celebrate the end of September 

with some cakes and buns! We 

really appreciate all the support 

for this very worthy charity.   

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website & App 

New Nursery and P1 families, please 

remember to visit our website 

www.ballydownprimary.org.uk regularly to see 

what our children have been up to.  Download 

the NI Schools app so you can receive 

messages and updates.

 

 

Diary Dates: 

 
Mon 2nd Oct         Book fair arrives in school  

 

Mon 6th Oct         Girls Hockey match @ Friends School, Lisburn  

 

Fri 10th Oct        Wear Yellow for our well-being day  

 

Mon 13th Oct        Boys Hockey match, Newry Hockey Club  

 

Fri 17th Oct        Flahavans Cross Country Competition round 1  

 

Mon 20th-23rd  Oct                   Parent-Teacher Interviews 2:15-4:00pm. Staggered Closure from 

        1:45pm (following Friday pick-up routine)  

                                      

Mon 27th -Fri 31st Oct              Half Term (No School) 

         

Mon 3rd Nov                           Start back 

         

Sat  15th , 22nd  Nov                  SEAG Tests (Good Luck P7s!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

http://www.ballydownprimary.org.uk/


    

    

                                                                                                  

               

 

                                                                                 

 

 

 


