Welcome Back!
We hope you all had a lovely time during the
Christmas holidays. Hopefully Santa brought lots
of nice presents for everyone.

Applications for Primary 1

The closing date for your online applications
for Primary 1 will be:
NO LATER THAN
NOON on Thursday 30TH JANUARY 2020
(If you need some help/guidance please ask)

FINE MOTOR SKILLS RESOURCES

Fine motor skills are achieved when children learn to use their smaller muscles, like
muscles in the hands, fingers, and wrists. Children use their fine motor skills when writing,
holding small items, buttoning clothing, turning pages, eating, cutting with scissors and using
computer keyboards. Mastery of fine motor skills requires precision and coordination.
Please make use of our fine motor skills resource bags to develop your child’s fine motor
skills.
Our Fine Motor Skills Lending Library will begin again on Monday 6th January.
The bags will be on your child’s peg on Mondays and these should be returned on
Wednesdays.
Quite a lot of parents very kindly check the contents of each bag on Thursday mornings so it
is very important that we get these bags back on time.

Our topic for January will be cold countries. You can talk to your child about igloos,
Inuits, penguins, polar bears, snow and ice. We will have an igloo in the Nursery room.
Perhaps you could cover a small box with white paper at home with your child and bring
it to nursery to build around our igloo.
We will have ice blocks in the water tray with lots of small toys frozen inside them. You
could make ice cubes at home. We are going to use sugar cubes and reusable ice cubes
to build with. We will use positional words such as up, down, behind, in front of when
building our igloos.
We will learn the names of warm winter clothes. Talk to your child about aspects of
Winter e.g. frost, snow, cold, ice, deciduous trees with no leaves and evergreen trees
like the Christmas tree.
Use vocabulary such as freeze, melt, solid, liquid, thaw. We will be trying to use these
words in nursery. The Winter songs and rhymes will help also.
Remember to talk to your child about colours and shapes. You could use the words cube
( sugar cube) and cuboid (cereal box).
Colour: We will be using the colour white in lots of our work and activities in January.
What can you find at home that is white?
Shape: We will introduce the rectangle into our work. Talk about the rectangle; count
how many sides it has, it has 2 long sides and 2 short sides.
The children will continue to learn about the triangle, square and circle as well.

As part of our topic we have ordered penguin eggs for all of the children in
Nursery. This is a toy and all you have to do is place the egg in a glass jug of
water or large glass of water. Watch it carefully for a couple of days as the
egg cracks. After about a week the little toy penguin can be seen. Then your
child will have their very own toy penguin to play with.

Safety during Winter
During our topic of Winter we will be discussing keeping
warm in winter and the types of clothes we should wear in cold weather.
We will be talking to the children about being safe while walking to school.
Weather changes will be discussed and the importance of being visible as we
walk to and from school; e.g. making sure we are wearing reflective clothing.

We try to get outside every day; playing outdoors, going for walks or visiting the school.
During this cold weather please ensure your child wears a warm waterproof coat with a
hood every day. Please continue to encourage your child to put on, take off and hang up
their own coat. Please ensure all scarves, hats and mittens have your child’s name
clearly marked on them. These can be kept in the boxes in the Nursery foyer. There is a
box for the boys and a box for the girls.

During the winter we will discuss the importance of looking after the wild birds in our school
environment. We will put out food on our bird table each day and use the scraps from our snack
time to help feed the birds. We will also involve the children in making bird cakes using
the recipe from this website:
http://www.rspb.org.uk/youth/makeanddo/activities/birdcake.aspx

Library Books
Our library in the Nursery Foyer is open again. Feel free to borrow books. We will
do another stocktake of books later in the year.
We have added in lots of new books for you to enjoy reading at home
with your child.

Jo Jingles will return on Friday 10th January and will continue each
Friday throughout January from 12:30pm-1:00pm in the school
Assembly Hall.
When coming to collect your child please come into the
Assembly Hall using the back door.

I’m a little penguin (sung to the
tune of I’m a little
teapot)

5 LITTLE PENGUINS
5 little penguins waddling around
The snow was slippery and 1 fell down....wheeeeeeeeeeeee in the water to
play
Leaving 4 little penguins waddling today

I’m a little penguin black and white
I waddle to the left and I waddle to
the right
I cannot fly but I can swim
So I waddle to the water and jump
right in!

4 little penguins waddling around
The snow was slippery and 1 fell down....wheeeeeeeeeeeee in the water to
play
Leaving 3 little penguins waddling today

2 mittens

2 little penguins waddling around
The snow was slippery and 1 fell down....wheeeeeeeeeeeee in the water to
play
Leaving 1 little penguin waddling today

Here are 2 mittens
Colourful and bright
One for the left
and one for the right
Here are 2 mittens
As soft as can be
A warm pair for you
And a warm pair for me
Jack Frost (poem)
Jack Frost is a sharp little fellow.
He dances about all night.
When we are asleep he goes creep, creep,
creep
And makes the world glittering white.

3 little penguins waddling around
The snow was slippery and 1 fell down....wheeeeeeeeeeeee in the water to
play
Leaving 2 little penguins waddling today

1 little penguin waddling around
The snow was slippery and he fell down....wheeeeeeeeeeeee in the water to
play
Leaving no little penguins waddling today
No little penguins waddling around
The snow was slippery but none fell down....wheeeeeeeeeeeee in the water
they played
5 little penguins swimming today

January (poem)
When January comes, I like to go.
Out to play in the cold white snow.
I wear my boots and a warm woolly hat.
And make a snowman just like that!

Five Little Snowmen

Five little snowmen in a row
Five little snowmen made of snow
Out came the sun and shone all day
One little snowman melted away.
Four little snowmen in a row…...

Frost (poem)
The frost is on the trees
The frost is on the ground
The frost is on the window
The frost is all around!

A BIG thank you to everyone who sent in their Sponsored Songs and Rhymes donations for our Christmas
performance. The final total raised was £466.25. We plan to use this to enhance our Outdoor Play with some
new equipment. Thank you so much for your generosity.

