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Convent of Mercy Nursery School Newsletter

December 2025

HOLIDAY INFORMATION
SCHOOL DINNERS WILL FINISH ON THURSDAY 18" DECEMBER

School ends for all children on
Friday 19" December at 11.00 (Group 1) & 11.10 (Group 2).

We reopen on Monday 5" January 2026.

Reminder: as we are holding our Open Afternoon on Wednesday 7th January we will

be closing early to prepare for that. NO DINNERS on Wednesday 7th January
Group 1(11.10 — 11.20 collection) & Group 2 (11.20 — 11.30 collection)

Nursery & P1AppliCations for September 2026
Parents Can apply for a Nursery or P1 placCe for September 2026 on the
Education Authority website from 12 hooh oh
Wednesday 7" Janhuary until 22 hooh on Wednesday 215 Jahuary.

Check out the Nursery ¢ P1 Opeh Day Ihformation or Virtual Tour
Information on the SChool website.

We are holding our ‘Open Day on Wednesday 7" Janhuary
(2.00 unhtil 5.00pm) — please book a slot on the sChoo| website.

Christmas Count Down
If you have an Alexa — if You ask it each day how many days are
left until Christmas you will get the ahswer
and a message from Santa.
On YouTube - TWatch Santa live from the North Pole 2025’

December Topics
The themes for the month of December will be Christmas. The children will be
learning about the Christmas story, where baby Jesus was born and who came to
visit him. They will also be learning about the signs of Christmas and decorating
the Nursery school.

Fun games to play in the car or when out walking - ask the children to count the
Christmas trees and chat about the different lights they see.

A A A AGAGA G S AR ASASA S LG A A AL A A AL A QARG QARG ASAG ARG SAS A%

Yo Xp Y NP X Ne NP Np N N Xp X Xp X NP 0 Np Xp X Xp X Xe X NP 0P NP Xp X Xp X Xp X NP 0P NP X X Xp X Xp X Xp X NP X N Xp X Xp X Xe X NP X N X Xe X X X X N X X



PARAGASig i A igiS AGAS GGG S i S SASA S S AGASAS A S A SIS SA SIS SASAS A DA A DA DA ASA AL

e N NP N N Ne N NP N N Np X Xp N N N X X NP X Xp N X Ne X X Np X Xp N X X X X NP X Xp N 0 N X X N X Xp N 0 N X X NP X Xp N X N X N X X N X %

Jumper Check

Please double check the hame oh your Child’s jumper, a few hames on
the jumpers are difficult to read — please relabel, a humber have been
misplaced & we Cah help return them to the correCt owner.

Thahk you.

Christmas Shows

We are recording a Christmas Show to share with you
on the school website before Christmas to enjoy
with the whole Family.

Letters to Santa
Santa's post lady will call o the Nursery to
collect the children's letters for Santa -
already sent your letter? Why not draw a
lovely picture for Santa & the elves.
Please post all letters by
Friday 12™ December in the Santa Express
Post Box in the front hall.

Christmas Dinner Day will be held on
Thursday 11" December - the children are
invited to wear their Christmas jumper or

Christmas colours.

Trocaire Global Gift
As Trocaire is one of the
schools charities we will be
making a donation of £100
from funds raised via the
snack money.

The Board of Governors & Staff at
the Convent of Mercy Nursery
gchool would like to wish you all a
Merry Christmas anhd
a Peaceful New Year.
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Congratulations to Méabh Manchester and family
on the birth of baby Conall.

Christmas Support

As Christmas can be a very expensive time for families, we are able to
source some support for toys or heating during the next few weeks, if
you think this is something you would like to avail off please let
Miss Donoghue know or reply to the message sent
via the school website.

School Dinner Cost Increase

Dear parents/guardians, I want to make you aware of an
import update recently shared by the Education
Authority - from January 2026 the price of school
meals will increase by 50p per day. The new price will be
£3.00. Please note pupils entitled to Free School Meals
will not be affected. These prices have not increased
since 2017 and are set by the Education Authority, and
all money collected goes directly to them. If you have
any questions please see Miss Donoghue.
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Things to do!

Talking

e Talking about the Christmas story —the journhey to Bethlehem.
They couldn’t use the Car or the bus — they had to travel on a
donkey as it was a lohg long time ago. Cah You |00k up images of
what Bethlehem would have |ooked like?

e Talk to your child about your own childhood memories. Did you
have any specCial traditions?

e TnVolVe your child ih the Christmas plans. Talk about the events
leading up to Christmas — what do you nheed to prepare? How Canh
they help?

gtories ¢ Songs
e Visit your |ocCal library for Christmas stories.
e Why not make up Christmas Adventure stories when out walking
or in the Car.

Kitchen
e Make mince pies or Christmas Cookies together. They Will have

[otS OF fuh using the left over dough.
e Create g beautiful hame Card for the Christmas Day table.

QOut ¢ About
e When out ¢ gbout — draw attention to the Christmas lights,
decorations and shop displays. Which is their favourite ¢ why?
e Count the Christmas trees ¢ discuss the different colours.
o Write Christmas Cards to your friends ¢ heighbours — what
humbers is on the doors you send or deliver them?

Check out CBeebies Presents for the panhto.
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