St Patrick’s Primary School 
School Council

Minutes		              Monday  2nd March 2026		
                      
  Chaired by:   Katie and Hayden/ Mrs McSheffrey
		                                                                                   Secretary:   Leah and Miss McLaughlin
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action
	Who
	When

	Apologies:
	None

	Minutes of last meeting
	Proposed: Ruari Doherty                             Seconded: Patrick McGilloway

	Minutes of last meeting and matters arising
	Grandparents’ Day
Mrs McSheffrey and Mrs Doherty praised the School Council members for their outstanding contribution to Grandparents’ Day and commended the confident, respectful way they welcomed and greeted our special visitors.
Visit from the Commissioner for Children and Young People 
The Council members reflected on the amazing experience they had when meeting the Commissioner for Children and Young People. To acknowledge the outstanding contribution they made during the question and answer session, Mrs McSheffrey presented each Council member with a homework pass. The visitors were extremely impressed by the exemplary behaviour, mature questions, and insightful responses offered by the pupils.
	

















	All members

















	

















	1.
Mr Gallagher addressed the council
	Mr Gallagher addressed the School Council to praise them for their wonderful interactions during the morning of the Commissioner’s visit. He spoke of the many compliments he received from the visitors and how impressed they were by the children’s exemplary behaviour and the thoughtful, engaging questions they asked.
Mr Gallagher shared the exciting news that he will be taking on the challenge of running the London Marathon in April to raise vital funds for the Foyle Hospice. He told the Council that he is hard at work fundraising for this very worthy cause, and he invited the pupils to put their creative minds together to dream up ways to help him raise funds.
	








Think of ideas for ways to raise money for the Foyle Hospice.


	








All members
	








Before and during the next meeting.


	2. St. Patrick’s Day Hooley
	Mrs Doherty explained the Council’s important role in helping run the Big Céilí Dance for St Patrick’s Day. Members will wear high‑vis coats, collect their link classes, and guide them to the playground. Those linked with P2 will also help the children with the Shamrock Beat dance in the P1 playground. The event will take place on Friday 13th March.
	Members will collect their high vis jackets and report to their link class.
	All members
	Friday 13th March.
Time to be confirmed.

	3. Date for Fun Run.
	Mrs Doherty suggested setting an earlier date for this year’s Fun Run, as Eileen noted that receiving the fundraising money sooner would avoid clashing with school trip payments. It was agreed that the Fun Run will take place on Friday 8th May, with a backup date of Friday 15th May, weather permitting.
Council members will be needed to help the P1 and P2 children by supervising them, offering encouragement, and providing basic first aid. All Fun Run proceeds will go towards new outdoor equipment and the Shamrock Room.
	More details to follow in next meeting.
	All members and whole school community
	Friday 8th May starting at 9:15 am.

	4. Suggestions
	Room 30 ~Leah
Break the Rules Day?
Mr O’ Connor’s class suggested looking into a break the rules day to raise school funds. 50p a rule, break up to 5 rules on the day.
How would this work? 
	Leah will go back to Mr O’Connor to get more information.
	Leah
	Before next meeting

	
	Room 25~Zoe
Can we please set up the gymnastics equipment again in the big hall?
Yes, the Podium company has been contacted to replace parts of the equipment, and once the maintenance work is completed, the equipment will be safe to use.
	Ongoing work on safety lock will determine this.
	
	

	
	Room 24 ~ Fintan
A box of games for children who have to stay indoors for break.
It was agreed that we could use some Fun Run funds to buy new games, and Council members were invited to bring in any unused games from home as well. 
	
	Fintan agreed to help Mrs Doherty to collect and sort these games
	

	
	Room 29 ~ Cillian
Can we get new nets for the bottom playground?
Classes need to take turns to use the existing nets to make it fair. Nets are expensive. Ask Mr McCallion about the cost of nets. Maybe it would be more beneficial to spend the money on balls that more children can use?
	Ask Mr McCalion about the cost of nets
	Cillian
	Before next meeting

	
	Room 27~ Katie
Could we have an inside club for break and lunchtime?
Who would this be for? Who would supervise this? What would children do? How often would this happen? Daily? Once a week? Let’s talk more about this again.
	Talk this over again.
	All members
	Next meeting

	
	Room 13~ P4
Could we have a P4 Art class?
Mrs Doherty will add this to her wish list.
	Add to wish list.
	Mrs Doherty
	Done

	
	Ruari Doherty
Could we change how we collect suggestions? Perhaps we could introduce an anonymous suggestion box, allowing children to share ideas whenever it suits them. Ruari created his own suggestions’ box that he made at home. We will continue to explore this. Ruari will develop a committee who could work together to read and sort the suggestions and bring them to the council.
	Ruari will visit classes and explain this to the children.
	Ruari
	As soon as all minutes are ready to classes and link classes.

	
A.O.B
	Ruairi Wilson reported that Mrs Doherty (P2) informed him she has an upcoming council-related task involving the school library. He plans to follow up with her when he delivers his Minutes to her class.
	Ruairi will follow this up with his link teacher Mrs Doherty.
	Ruairi Wilson
	Before the next meeting.

	Date of next meeting
	30th March at 1:30
	
	
	



