
Our vision: ‘Life in All its Fullness’ (John 10.10)  and our Christian Values 
are the foundations to affect change from within the heart of the             

community.   

Children are encouraged to develop strong aspirations educationally,         
socially, morally  and spiritually with a desire  to make a positive            

difference in the world.  



Don’t forget to regularly visit the school website. Here you will find        
information about school as well as weekly up dates from each class.  

https://www.hollyhill.bham.sch.uk/ 

Scan the QR code for quick access to the website. 

 

 

 

Dates to remember : 

 

Parent Workshop 

Beech class—Thursday 13th November 

Evergreen class—Friday 14th November  

 

Friday 14th November—Children in Need  

Friday 19th December—Break Up for Christmas Holidays 

Monday 5th January— Return to school 

 
 



 

Welcome back to this new academic year. We are very excited for the new 
learning that will take place throughout this new year and we shall continue to 
show ‘Life in all its Fullness.’  

 

We have provided some key information for you in this booklet so that both 
you and your child can be ready for the new term ahead.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

We are looking forward to seeing you soon.  

During drop offs and collections, it will not be possible to talk at length to 
your child’s teacher on the door as this time can be very busy. 

 

If you need to speak to an adult in school, please do so via telephone: 0121 
675 8700 or you can email your child’s class teacher directly. 

 

Mrs Smith, Beech Class: beech@hollyhill.bham.sch.uk 

Miss Friar, Evergreen Class:  evergreen@hollyhill.bham.sch.uk 

 

If you need to speak to the office staff, we will operate a one-in-one-out 

system in the office reception area at the front of school.  
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At the start of the day, children are to arrive at their classroom door by 
8.40am where they will be greeted by their classroom teacher.  

On arrival, the children will be offered breakfast such as toast before    
learning commences. 

At the end of the day, doors will open at 3.10pm for you to collect your 
child from their classroom.  

Please stand well clear of the exit doors and wait for your child to come out 
to you.  

If children arrive, or are collected late, parents must report to the school  

office.   

 

It is important that your child is in school each and everyday. It is also im-
portant that your child is on time for school as this allows your child to ac-
cess all teaching and learning opportunities. Holly Hill is fortunate to have 
wonderful and skilled teaching staff who work very hard to do the best for 
all of our children. Please value and respect what we do and be part of 
providing your child with ‘Life in all its Fullness.’  

  Arrival time Collection time 

Nursery   8.30-8.40 3:00 

Reception 8.30-8.40 3:10 

Year One and Year Two  8.30-8.40 3:10 

 

Year Two, Autumn Term  

       Science 

Our Big Questions:  

 

What do animals and humans need to survive? 

Key Vocabulary : 

 

Offspring, reproduction, 
growth, child, young, old, 
stages, lifecycle, change, 
survive, survival, food,   
water, air, carbon dioxide,   

During this journey we will learn: 

 

 To describe what humans need to      
survive.  

 To find out about the needs of different 
animals.  

 To describe how humans change as they grow.  

What do I already know? 

I can name the different parts of my 
body.  

I can say what each body part is 
used for. 

I can recognise how to keep my teeth 



 

Year Two, Autumn Term  

Our Big Questions:  

 

What is an angel? 

Why are there angels in the Christmas story? 

Key Vocabulary : 

 

Angel, messenger, nativity 
scene, light, holy,        
shepherds, good news,    
salvation, incarnation, birth,         

During this journey we will learn: 

 

 To consider what an angel is and what they might do.  

 To think about why angels visited Mary and the shepherds.  

 To consider why angels are an important part of the   

 

What do I already 
know? 

I can talk about Jesus.  

I can describe why Christians  

On returning to school, all children will be expected to wear full uniform.  

Our school uniform consists of:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

PURPLE: purple and white check dresses, polo shirts, sweatshirts/sweat cardigans with  
official logo 

WHITE:  shirts, blouses,  polo shirts, socks, tights 

GREY:    skirts, pinafore dresses, trousers, shorts, socks, tights 

BLACK:  shoes 

 

Children need to wear the appropriate clothing for PE.  This is: 

A plain white T-shirt 

Plain black shorts (not Bermuda shorts) 

Black pumps/ trainers  

 

You may also send joggers and a sweatshirt for outdoor PE when the weather gets cooler.   

 

Could you please also ensure that all uniform items (including coats and P.E. kits) are   
labelled (as there are 232 children in school with the same clothes) This makes it a lot  
easier for us to return them to you if they go astray. 

 

During PE days, can you please ensure that earrings and jewellery 
are removed to ensure the safety of your child.  



 

 

 

At Holly Hill,  we are working hard to instil a love of reading in all our children.  

Reading promotes achievement in all subjects, not just English. Children who are good readers tend to 
achieve better across the curriculum.  

As a school we would like you, as parents, to support this reading journey and take time each day to 
read with your child.  
 

Why is reading so important?  

Reading improves concentration. Children have to focus on the story when they are reading. If 
they read often, they will develop the skills to focus on longer activities.   

Reading teaches children about the world around them. Through reading a variety of books 
children learn about people, places, and events outside of their own experience.  

Reading improves vocabulary and language skills. Children learn new words as they read. They 
learn how to use words and other language features effectively in their writing and speaking.  

Reading improves writing. As children read, they learn more about sentence structure, grammar 
and punctuation.  They can use the new vocabulary that they learn in their own writing to make it 
more interesting and sophisticated.   

Reading improves life chances and increases opportunities. It has been proven children who 
can read well go on to achieve higher GCSE results and continue to study at college and/ or university 
more often.   
 

Ways you can support and help improve your child’s reading: 

 All children need to read for at least 10 -15 minutes every day.   You can read other books that you 
may have at home, or from the library, in addition to school reading books.  

 Ask your child to read aloud to you, ask them questions about the text and use a  dictionary to look 

up any words they don’t understand.  

 Speak to your child about the book they are reading and ask questions to check their    
understanding.  

 Encourage your child to re -read their school reading book several times during the week.  This     
allows them to become more fluent as they begin to recognise more words as soon as they see them. 

 Model reading aloud to your child so they can hear fluent reading with lots of expression.   

 Ensure that your child’s book is returned to school so it can be changed regularly.   
 

All children should have  a book bag. Please make sure that your child’s 
book and book bag is in school everyday.   

 

Year Two, Autumn Term, RE 

Our Big Questions:  

 

What’s in a name? 

What do Muslims respect? 

Key Vocabulary : 

 

Allah, Muhammed (pbuh),    
character, qualities,      
beautiful names, Qur’an, 
Muslims, Islam, messenger, 
holy, Arabic. 

During this journey we will learn: 
 

 To understand the meaning of ‘respect’.  

 To know that Allah has different names.  

 To understand how Muslim children show respect for Allah.  

 To know who the prophet Muhammed (pbuh) is.  

What do I already know? 

I can talk about Allah. 

I can understand how Muslim chil-
dren show respect.  

I understand why Muhammed is 
important to Islam.  



 

Year Two, Autumn Term  

 Physical Education 

Our Big Questions:  

 

How can we express ourselves through dance? 

Key Vocabulary : 

 

Travel, stillness,         
direction, space,       
beginning, middle, end, 
feelings, body parts, 
levels, directions,    

During this journey we will learn: 

 

 To recognise how music makes us feel. 

 To move my body freely to music.  

 To perform a simple dance.  

What do I know already? 

I can follow simple instructions.  

I can listen carefully to my 
friends.  

I can control my body. 

The Year Two Team  
Miss Parsonage—Key Stage 1 Leader  

Mrs Bayliss —Beech Class Teacher  

Miss Friar— Evergreen Class Teacher  

Miss Hendrickson —Teaching Assistant  

Miss Wyatt—Teaching Assistant 

Miss James-McDonald —Teaching Assistant  

 

 

 

Tuesday—Wednesday/Thursday Class 

Tuesday—Evergreen Class    
Please ensure that children have their full PE kit in school.  As the 
weather gets cooler, you may want to send jogging bottoms and a 
sweatshirt for your child to wear during outdoor PE lessons.   

After School Clubs  
After school clubs will commence this 
week. You will have received a letter  

letting you know if your child is in a club 
for the next term. If your child is unable 
to attend the club please, can you inform 
the school office so that another child 
can attend in their place.  

Homework  

In  add i t i on  to  dai ly      
reading, your child will be 
given a set of spellings 
words to learn each week.  
These will be tested in 
class.  



Our Curriculum 
In English the children will be focusing on writing descriptions    
making sure that they include interesting adjectives and            
conjunctions (and, but, when, because, or, if, that, so).  They will   
also be writing short narratives.  

In Phonics we will consolidating our Year One learning, for example, 
recognising alternate graphemes, before moving on to learning the 
Year 2 spelling rules. The children will also be learning to read and 
spell Year 2 common exception words.  

In Maths we will be working on place value with numbers up to 
100. We will start by writing the numerals up to one hundred and 
then work on counting in steps of 2, 3, 5 and 10 forwards and 
back. As well as this we will be comparing numbers and learning 
how to partition them into tens and ones.   

The children will also be learning the following subjects in our ‘Who 
am I?’ topic:  Art, Computing, Design Technology, Geography,    
History, Music, PE, PSHE, RE and Science.  Please see the 
Knowledge Organisers that follow which include the ‘Big Questions’ 
the children will be exploring and vocabulary that they will be     
using.  It will be a great help to your child’s learning and under-
standing if you can discuss and use some of these words at home, 
too.  

Holly Hill’s Christian values will continue to be at 
the heart of everything we do. This half term the  

children will be learning about kindness, tolerance, 
love, hope, patience, respect, and forgiveness.   

 

Year Two, Autumn Term  

    Music 

Our Big Questions:  

 

How can I combine vocal and percussion sounds into a performance?  

Key Vocabulary : 

 

Voice, vocal, sound,     
combine, effect, perform, 
instrument, percussion,   
orchestra, express,         
expressively, mood. 

During this journey we will learn: 

 

 To combine sounds to create a ,musical effect. 

 To identify ways of producing sound.   

 To perform to an audience.  

What do I already know? 

I can share my own thoughts about    
music.  

I can play use my voice expressively.  

I have explored tuned and untuned    
instruments. 



 

Autumn Term  

History and Geography 

Our Big Questions:  

What is Nelson Mandela’s country like? 
How have people improved the lives of others? 

Key Vocabulary: 

Nelson Mandela, timeline, history, 
past, landmarks, identify, discuss, 
compare, Frankley, South Africa, 

During this journey we will learn: 

• To learn and share facts about Nelson    
Mandela. 

• To order events throughout his life. 

• To recognise and locate South Africa on a 
map. 

• To find out about the laws of South Africa 
during Apartheid. 

What do I already know? 
Uses common words and phrases about the passing of 
time, by fitting people/events studied into a simple chrono-
logical framework. 

Talks about who/what was important.  

Recounts the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have  contributed to national and international achieve-
ments.  

Recalls significant historical events, people and places in 

What would we like to 
find out? 

 

Year Two, Autumn Term  

    Art 

Our Big Questions:  

 

How are people represented in Art? 

How can art be made using different materials? 

Key Vocabulary : 

Form, shape, 3D,      
abstract, experiment,     
design, purpose,       
material, foil, bend, 
twist, curve, artist, 
join, model, frame. 

 

During this journey we will learn: 
 

 To share my own thoughts about different pieces of art.  

 To understand what form means.  

 To use different materials to create form.  

 To create a 3D sculpture.  

 To evaluate my own work.  

What do I already know? 

I can explore the art from different 
artists.  

I can use different lines to create 
an image.  

I can explore colour. 



 

Year One/Two, Autumn Term  

    Computing 

Our Big Questions:  

 

How can we use computers safely? 

Key Vocabulary : 

 

Internet, safety, log on, 
log off, program, save, 
search, engine, SMART, 
instructions, report,   

During this journey we will learn: 

 

 To log on and off a computer safely.  

 To use good word choices.  

 To spot dangers online. 

 To discuss the importance of being kind. 

What do I already know? 

I can follow simple instructions.  

I can create my own instructions.  

I can program a toy.  

 

Year Two, Autumn Term  

    DT 

Our Big Questions:  
  

How can I eat healthily?  

Key Vocabulary : 

  

Fruit, salad, rice, couscous 
taste, sweet, sour, function, 
product, develop, evaluate, 
make, cut, slice, pattern, 
design, ingredient, healthy, 
unhealthy, hygiene.  

During this journey we will learn: 
 To share my own thoughts about        

different foods.  

 To collect data to see what my friends 
like.  

 To sort foods into food groups.  

  To select a range of ingredients.  

 To create a purposeful product.  

What do I already know? 
I can recognise healthy and        
unhealthy foods.  

I can sort foods into healthy and 
unhealthy.  

I can create my own product.  


