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                    October 2025
"We’ve now completed the first month of term, and everyone is settling back into their routines beautifully. Our P.1’s have made a fantastic start —all seventeen, they’re now staying until 2pm, which is a big step! Expect a few tired faces and yawns at hometime this week, but we’re so proud of how well they’re adapting and embracing school life with enthusiasm."
We also welcome Mrs Mossey, Mrs Mc Aleer (working in Foundation Stage) and Mrs Teague                 
(supporting Yr 5 and Yr 3) to St Peter’s and we hope they enjoy the Plumbridge hospitality. 
School communication
Text message, Just2easy and the school website are our primary means of communicating. Please ensure that you have the app for the school website downloaded to your mobile phone as we are aiming to reduce the amount of paperwork used. If you change your contact details or phone number throughout the year, please inform the school office. Hopefully, everyone has managed to connect to Just2easy, Mathseeds and Mathletics. If you need support, please contact the school. There were issues earlier in the month, but it was from the company and they have assured us that all is resolved now.
Free school meals/uniform
Please have a look at the EA website https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/free-school-meals-uniform-grants  to register your child for free school meals and uniform grant. If you are eligible for free meals and do not wish to avail of them, please register as the numbers of children eligible helps to raise our school budget. There is still time to apply.  In a time when costs are rising, there is extra strain on the budget.
Attendance
It is important that children attend school regularly. This ensures progression and success in learning as well as building and maintaining strong friendships with peers. Parents must complete the online absence form which can be found on the school website – (Parents – Absence) or send a note in with their child when they return to school. If absence falls below 90% or a pattern of absence emerges, the school will contact parents to find a way to improve attendance. The Educational Welfare Officer will also be involved. If your child is absent from school, please contact the school that morning and provide a reason for absence. Children should not be absent from school to go on holiday.
[image: ]Maths Week 
Maths Week Ireland starts on the 11th of October – 19th October 2025.
Maths Week Ireland is an all-island initiative promoting positive attitudes towards maths and highlighting the importance of maths in our lives. In 2025, Maths Week Ireland is celebrating its 20th edition! During this week the children will participating in many activities, school trails and problem-solving activities.  There is a Parent Zone area to view if you wish, you will find this at www.mathsweek.ie At the end of this newsletter find attached some top tips for parents.
                                                                                           
Staff/Pupil Challenge    

This is a fun event when all the pupils and staff challenge each other in fun events. Last Friday 26th September the sun shone gloriously and everyone had good fun! New Staff at our school were amazed by the great spirited day. The staff won this year and were very gracious about winning!
Pupil and Parent VoiceThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

This year as we start our new School Development Plan Cycle one of our targets within school is to encourage pupils to have more say in their learning and to encourage parents to support as best they can. Therefore your child will have a pupil/parent voice sheet home and we ask that you complete with your child and send it back to school on Friday 3rd October.
[image: ]Eco Council /Student Council
Congratulations to all the boys and girls who took part in the Student Council Election. Everyone performed so well and came up with great ideas and it is a great occasion for the ‘pupil voice’ to be represented so well.
 The Student Council for 2025-26 will be represented by Catlin, Erin, Erin N, Michaela, Sarah and Óisin. They will soon send out information regarding Enterprise Day.
All the children who represented the school and read their manifestoes were magnificent and they should be so proud of themselves. 
The Eco Council Manifestos will take place on Tuesday 7th October. Every child is encouraged to take part from P.3 – 7. A template will be sent home soon to help you prepare. Remember there is a lot in place we need to build on eco ideas if we are to retain Our Green Flag in 2026-27. Renewed every 2 years but work has to be evidenced! 
   Butterlope Farm
    The P.6 – 7 children will visit the farm on Thursday October 16th taking part in the ‘Revealing Rural     
    Heritage’ project. 
    The class visit to the farm will cover the following topics: 
    History of Farming and country life
     Landscape Heritage including biodiversity of upland habitats and links to climate change.
     Heritage of Wool processing/ Heritage Gardening
     All children will wear their school uniform with waterproof boots and a coat and need to bring a snack,    
     lunch and a drink. They will leave school at 9.30am and return at 2pm. This is a brilliant day out and a  
     great opportunity for the children.




     
  E. P’S 
Any child who is on the Special Needs Register will receive their Educational Plan on Monday 6th October. Please check school bags and return signed copy to class teacher by Friday 10th October. Mrs Bradley (SENCO) will offer a face-to-face meeting with parents on IEP’S on Friday 10th October, if you can’t attend you will be offered a phone call. 
[image: A poster for a school]School values 
You may have noticed the shared school values that all stakeholders were involved in creating last year are displayed on a large notice board outside the school. These values are reflecting the ethos of the school and are in no particular order – all are important. Classes in the school will take a value and have a class assembly on that theme and parents of that class are welcome to attend ( Thursday 9.30 -10am)-  Yr 7 – 2nd October; Yr 4/5 – Tuesday 21st October)

Shoebox appeal
[image: ]This year we will continue with the Shoebox appeal.  Each year the community of St. Peter’s have donated gifts to those in need.  Shoeboxes will be distributed to Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania and Ukraine. As many members of the community get involved in this project, please spread the word!
By filling a shoebox with basic items, you can bring joy to those in need this Christmas. This is also a great way of encouraging your child to share with others in need. Leaflets will soon be sent home with your child. Please do not send boxes into school as we have limited storage – we will let you know when the van will collect the boxes. This was an initiative from the Student Council many years ago.

Healthy Eating!!
[image: Introduction]In School we have a healthy eating policy which promotes healthy eating in school. Pupils are encouraged to only have milk or water and fruit at break-time and to have healthy lunch boxes. 
      Please see attached list for ideas at the end of the newsletter for suggested healthy options.
School Gates
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Thank you to everyone who has made a big effort not to drive into the school yard and we appeal to those who do to please reconsider as we need everyone to co - operate for the safety of the children.      
   Beyond Bricks Programme 

This year we are excited to be part of the Beyond Bricks Programme. The staff had training in August and Ms Mc Cullagh and Mrs Bradley will be implementing the programme in their class, with support from outside facilitators. Children will use lego to explore their feelings and build resilience. This is an expensive programme and St Peter’s are delighted to have received complete funding for the programme from the ‘Agnew Group’.
 Beyond Bricks is a fun, engaging, and flexible emotional wellbeing programme that trains, supports, and equips school staff with the resources to help every child build resilience and gain lifelong tools for emotional wellbeing that they can use now and into the future.
Children are encouraged to share their experiences and learn from each other during the workshops. This peer-led approach fosters a sense of community and belonging, helping children to feel supported by their classmates.
By incorporating the Beyond Bricks workshops, schools create a more supportive and inclusive environment where mental health is prioritised alongside academic achievement. 
The aim of the initiative is to promote mental wellness in our children. 
Guiness Book Of Records – Restart A Heart  


On Wednesday 1st October the children in Yr 6/7 will have the unique opportunity to take part in this life-saving event by registering for RSAH Live. By doing so, we will join a nationwide effort to get as many people trained in CPR as possible, helping to save lives in the future. 
This initiative is incredibly important, as every year there are more than 1400 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests in the NI, and sadly, less than 1 in 10 people survive. 
 This initiative could make a profound difference in the safety and wellbeing of students, staff and the general public. For more information please visit Restart a Heart Live  

Asthma Plans
If your child suffers from Asthma we are sending home a care sheet to complete and a spare inhaler should be sent into school with reliever if required. If your child has asthma and does not receive a plan please contact the school and let us know to include on our records.
Addressing Bullying Policy.
This Policy is on the school website as a draft copy and for consultation, if anyone wishes to speak to the principal about the policy, please do so by Friday 17th October as after that the Board of Governors will ratify this Policy.
Music Classes – Cappagh/ Badoney – CCÉ
Music classes will commence in the school on Monday 29th September for 10 weeks. Children aged 6 and over and for adults too are very welcome to attend. 6.30pm for beginners; 7pm Improvers; 7.30pm Advanced classes. Tuition available for Tin Whistle; Flute; Concertina; Banjo; Mandolin; Piano and Button Accordion. A great opportunity for all.
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Halloween
The children can dress up for Halloween on Friday 24th October. There will be no P.E. That day. Also be mindful of safety no high heels, or implements e.g., broomsticks, swords etc! The children will have a Halloween fun day in their classes! Student council can lead these ideas!!!
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The school will close for Halloween Holidays from 27th October – 31st October. Happy Halloween! 


Monies
Milk money - £10.60 to Christmas
Music Money Yr 1 -7 - £9 to Christmas
A big Thank you to all Yr 6/7 swimmers who have brought in all their swimming money.


World Smile Day    
World Smile Day is celebrated Friday 3rd October. Celebrate Kindness and the importance of a smile today. 
[image: Image, World Smile Day ]
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St Peter’s Safeguarding Team
Chair – Fr Donnelly                   Designated Teacher/Principal – Ms Falls
Governor – Mr N. O’Kane            Deputy Designated Teacher – Mr Rouse
If you have any Safeguarding concerns, please contact any of the above.
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Mrs Hegarty on the arrival of her little baby girl Aoibheann Grace.

Appeal for Toys
If anyone has toys at home that your child has grown out off and no longer need, we would welcome them for Yr 1- 3. We are looking for toys in very good condition. Some ideas on the wish list; 
· Jigsaws suitable for Yr 1 -3 all pieces and in boxes.
· Good condition dolls
· Large Doll’s house with furniture
· Pedal tractors – working order!
· Small working tractors/diggers/ dumpers
· Small animals, toy cars, play food, cash register, kitchen utensils etc
· Anything else that you may consider to be of use in the younger classes.
· Also if anyone could supply three wooden industrial reels in good condition – 2 small ones and a large one it would be of greatly appreciated.
· 

Every Child A Reader
We are delighted at St Peter’s that our Application Form has been successful in The Programme ‘Every Child A Reader. Thirty schools in Ireland were successful with only two schools In the North. There is a reading guide – The best of Irish Books 2025, for every child in the school to keep and take home with them. (Check bags). The school will receive free books covering various interests and will have an author visit the school. This is a wonderful programme to be part of and will start in January. Meanwhile have fun browsing the best of Irish Books.
 ‘It might be easy to think, sometimes, in a busy world, that reading doesn’t matter quite so much as it used to for children and young people when there are so many ways for them to spend their time. And yet, we believe that reading matters. It really matters. Sometimes, it can be life-saving. Reading is freedom – in the sense that it opens the world up to be explored and introduces important ideas to young readers: equality, justice, kindness, empathy. Reading is also freedom of expression, freedom of speech, and it matters that everyone can tell their story and can read a version of their story in a book. Reading matters because every single thing that children and young people will face in life can be found in a book and explored safely there. There is power in a book.’ 
– Elaina Ryan, CEO of Children’s Books Ireland 

Thought for the Month 


[image: ]     
        A good life is when you smile often,
     dream big, laugh a lot and realise.
     how blessed you are for what you have!! 











Healthy Eating Options
Suggested food and drink options for healthy break/lunch choices.
	Apples
	Flat bread

	Oranges
	

	Pineapple
	Pancake

	Bananas 
	Pitta pockets

	Plums
	Crackerbread

	Pears
	Salad

	Watermelon
	Peppers

	Melon
	Carrot sticks

	Strawberries
	Cheese

	Blueberries
	Humous

	Raspberries
	Dry cheerios

	Grapes
	Chicken

	Cucumber
	Ham

	Tomatoes
	Turkey

	Peaches
	Tuna

	Mango
	Yoghurt

	Blackberries
	Raisins

	Cherries
	Yoghurt raisins

	Bread
	Water 

	Brown bread
	Milk

	Bread rolls
	Water

	Wraps
	Lunchables

	
	Plain rice cakes

	Breadsticks
	Diluted Juice – sugar free (lunch time only)



To maintain the green Flag the area that we have left to cover is Healthy Eating and this needs the support of Parents. Children should have no crisps, fizzy drinks or chocolate for break or dinner. 



TOP TIPS FOR PARENTS: From Maths Week Resources This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

   
1. Encourage children to think flexibly about numbers.

2. Encourage drawing whenever you can (mathematicians draw sketches all the time!)
3. When you help your children, do not lead them through step by step, as this takes away important learning opportunities for them.
4. Encourage children to work on problems that are challenging for them, so that they can learn from their mistakes
5. Encourage students to make sense of maths at all times (As they work, keep asking does that make sense to you? Why? or why not? Discourage guessing)
6. Praise children by rewarding effort (not by telling them they’re smart)
7. Always have a positive outlook on maths
8. When children answer questions and get them wrong, try and find the logic in their answers
9. Give children maths puzzles
10. Play games! (For young children any board game with dice will help)


Let them see you try a problem ----- Parent Maths Homework. 














Important Points
	1st October Wednesday
	Feast of St Teresa (100 yrs ago St Teresa became a Saint
Restart a Heart – Guiness book of Records
	

Yr 6/7 children involved online.

	2nd October Thursday
	Yr 7 assembly on the school value of inclusion.
Library Van visit
Feast of St Francis of Assisi
	Yr 7 Parents invited. 

Return library books, take library card.

	3rd October Friday
	World Smile Day
Return completed Pupil/Parent Voice sheet to class teacher.

	
Return sheet to class teacher

	6th  October Monday
	 E. P’S sent home.

	Check your child’s bag for E.P.

	7th October Tuesday
	Eco Council Manifesto
	bring in Eco Manifesto to deliver at Assembly

	10th October Friday
	Return signed E.P’S
E.P Meetings with Parents
	Mrs Bradley will let you know soon the time that you are to come to E.P. Meeting.

	16th October Thursday
	Butterlope Farm Visit P.6 -7
	Rainproof coat, proper footwear, change of clothes back in school in case of inclement weather. Snack, lunch drink needed.

	11th -19th October Monday- Friday


	Maths Week
	Outdoor trails and parent homework!!

	21st October Tuesday
	Yr 4/5 assembly on the school value Faith.
	Yr 4/5 Parents invited at 9.30 -10am for class assembly.

	24th   October Friday

	Halloween Fun
	Dress up for Halloween. (We ask that no broomsticks, swords etc are sent in the interest of safety.



· Play items in good condition.
· Gardening Club will continue every Wednesday for P.6 class to 19/10/25 - - 3.00pm – 4.00pm.
· Yr 7 Club will continue every Wednesday for Yr 7 class – 3 -4pm.

[image: CATHOLIC GIFT SHOP LTD - Acorn Olive Rosary Beads.]October is the Month of the Holy Rosary.
Please find time to pray the rosary as a family.  
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Fun Facts abwt%ill"ng:

»Smilingboosts your immune system

»Smiles relieve stress by releasing endorphins
»ltis easier to smile then frown

»lttakes 5to 53 muscles to smile

»Babiesare born with the abilityto smile
>Tf£re arg different types of smiles

= ‘www.shilpsnutrilife.com
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™Rosary for Kids

www.TheCatholickid.com

8. Repeat each
decade (steps 5,
6&7) starting
with the Our
Father until you
reach the medal
in the center.

7.0n the chain before
the next decade, pray
the Glory Be &The
Fatima Prayer.

9. Finish by praying the
Hail, Holy Queen and

6.Praya !
closing prayer.

Hail Mary
on each of
the 10
smaller
bead.

5.0n the large bead, meditate on the
frst mystery and pray the Our Father.

4.0n the chain
before the next
bead, pray the
Glory Be.

3. Pray the Hail Mary on
the following three
small beads.

2.0n the first
large bead, pray
the Our Father.

1.0n the crucifix,
make the sign of the
cross and then pray
the Apostles'Creed.





image1.png




image2.jpeg




