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Welcome! 

Your FYI is a monthly round up of all things family support and early

intervention / prevention across the Western trust and beyond.

If you would like to contribute upcoming consultations, training, articles, or

events that practitioners from the community, voluntary or statutory sectors

within the Western Trust will find useful please contact:

Dr Priscilla Magee ïMobile  07880723076     

priscilla.magee@westerntrust.hscni.net

Paul Sweeney ïMobile  07387259117 

paul.sweeney@westerntrust.hscni.net

Quote of the Month



What is Locality Planning?
The 25 Locality Planning Groups (LPG) at a geography that works best for

planning of local services is an integral part of the Children and Young

PeopleôsStrategic Partnership (CYPSP) infrastructure. Across Northern

Ireland, there are approximately 1,532 members of LPG representing 600

different organisations. The strategic expectation is that these multi-agency

groups of frontline leaders contribute to strategic planning through working

closely with Outcomes Groups and Family Support Hubs.

If you wish to become a member of one of the Western LPGs, please contact

either:

Dr Priscilla Magee Paul Sweeney

Southern Sector Northern Sector

(Fermanagh and Omagh) (Limavady, Derry/LôDerry& Strabane}

Southern Sector LPG Meeting Schedule

Fermanagh LPG ï11.00 am -1,00 pm ï10th December 2024 ïVTBC

Omagh LPG ï11.00amï1,00pm - 12th December 2024 ïVTBC.

Northern Sector LPG Meeting Schedule

Derry LPG - 11am -1.00pm - 14 November 2024 - VTBC

Strabane LPG ï11am-1,00pm - 4th December 2024  - VTBC
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FamilySupportNI- Family support and childcare services 

across Northern Ireland

https://www.familysupportni.gov.uk/
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Section 3: Cost of Living

info@cashforkids.fm

Cash for Kids Northern Ireland is a grant-giving charity 

helping the children that need it most.

Our grant rounds support children from birth up to and including 18 years of 

age who are vulnerable, come from disadvantaged backgrounds or are living 

with an illness or disability. We also provide a lifeline to many other charities, 

organisations and community groups, funding much-needed services and life-

changing equipment.

The value of a grant is typically from £1,000 to £3,000 but we will happily 

consider applications for larger amounts.

Grant meetings are dependent on the donations we receive, and as such the 

dates may change. Additional funding rounds may also be made available for 

specific campaigns - these will be detailed on our website. All decisions made 

by the board are final, and all applications will receive a response once a 

decision has been made at the meeting.

General Eligibility Criteria

Consideration for grants will only be given to projects aiming to help children 

and young people up to and including the age of 18 years old who are unwell, 

disabled or disadvantaged

If you have any questions or need help with your application please 

contact the charity team on 028 9181 5555 or email info@cashforkids.fm.

mailto:info@cashforkids.fm
mailto:info@cashforkids.fm
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Buttle trust UK

www.buttleuk.org/apply-for-a-grant/chances-for-children-grants/

Who are Buttle UK unable to help?

¶ Children and young people where poverty is the main issue

¶ Where family separation or ongoing contact arrangements are the main issue.

¶ Where poor housing or homelessness is the main issue

¶ Looked after children

¶ Children and young people who continue to be in crisis and at serious risk

¶ Children and young people living or normally residing outside of the UK

¶ Where the main reason is disability, ongoing serious illness or the additional needs of a child. 

Please see other funders such as Family Fund Disability Grants

¶ Where the parent or carerôs long term health is or has been the main issue

We do not fund:

¶ Items or activities where there is a statutory responsibility to provide the support

¶ Single items, e.g. an application asking for only a cooker ïplease apply to Family Fund 

Emergency Essentials

¶ Applications requesting mainly household items

¶ Items for parents/carers

¶ Debt repayments

¶ Rent and rent arrears. You could approach Vicarôs Relief Fund

¶ Legal costs

¶ Medical treatment

¶ Where it is only or predominantly therapy or counselling in an application. We have additional 

advice on limits for funding therapy and counselling here

¶ Vehicle insurance or maintenance

¶ Funding that would create an unsustainable situation for the family or young person (i.e. long-

term counselling support, unaffordable activities or long-term childcare etc.)

¶ Organisations seeking funding for chargeable services they provide themselves

Applications must:

¶ Have consent from the parent/carer or young person

¶ Be completed with input from the parent/carer and children or young person

¶ Demonstrate a clear assessment of the emotional and learning needs of the children or young 

person

¶ Demonstrate how the items or activities applied for will address these needs

¶ Show how the grant fits with other support for the children or young person

Please note:

¶ All applications are reviewed on the information provided and it is important that applications 

demonstrate clearly the children and young peopleôs situation in line with the criteria. 

Incomplete information will delay an assessment.

¶ Our support is complementary to statutory funding and not a substitute for it. We always 

expect that statutory funding has been exhausted first.

¶ We have a limited budget and will sometimes have to turn down grants that meet the criteria. 

There can be significant variation from year to year in terms of the funding available.

http://www.buttleuk.org/apply-for-a-grant/chances-for-children-grants/
https://www.familyfundservices.co.uk/emergency-essentials/
https://www.familyfundservices.co.uk/emergency-essentials/
https://smitf.flexigrant.com/
https://support.buttleuk.org/help/do-you-fund-therapy-and-counselling-for-children-and-young-people
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Buttle Trust UK

What are Chances for Children grants?

Individually tailored grants of up to £2,400 for children and young people who have experienced a 

crisis that has recently had a significant and enduring impact on their wellbeing and educational 

engagement.

We fund items and activities to help improve children and young peopleôs wellbeing and increase their 

capacity to engage in education and learning.

Download their quick guide here.

Who can make an application to Buttle UK?

We only accept applications from frontline professionals working for a registered charity, housing 

association or public sector organisation who:

¶ are working directly with the children/young person

¶ have made a full assessment of the childôs or young personôs needs

¶ have carried out at least one home visit (optional for schools and colleges)

If successful, the professional will need to manage the funds, upload receipts within 8 weeks of 

receiving the grant, and complete an evaluation survey.

Download their model for a successful grant application here.

Who does Buttle UK help?

Children and young people must meet the following criteria:

¶ Aged from 2 to 18 (including 18 year olds) if living with parent or carer OR aged 20 and 

under if living independently with little or no support from their family.

¶ Accessing early, primary, secondary or post 16 education/training for a minimum of 12 hours per 

week

¶ Living on a low income and experiencing financial hardship

¶ Have experienced a crisis that has recently had a significant and enduring impact on:

o their wellbeing

o their development and education

¶ The family or young person has recently taken action to improve their situation, are actively 

engaging with support and are moving on from the crisis.

Use their short eligibility guide to find out if you and the family you support are eligible for a Chances 

for Children grant.

What does Buttle UK fund?

They fund holistic packages of support for children and young people that can include, but are not 

limited to:

¶ Items and activities to support learning and development such as laptops, books, wi-fi, 

educational toys, tuition, etc.

¶ Clothing and school uniforms

¶ Social, sporting and leisure activities

¶ Family activities

¶ Items for childrenôs or young peopleôs bedrooms

¶ Household items that are not available from other sources and which directly address the 

childrenôs needs

For children who are unable to stay in their family home, we also fund boarding school places. Please 

click here for more information on Support For Boarding.

https://buttleuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CCG-Criteria-01.png
https://buttleuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/grant-flow-chart-2.png
https://buttleuk.org/apply-for-a-grant/how-can-buttle-help-me/
https://buttleuk.org/apply-for-a-grant/support-for-boarding/
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Weõre here for consumers in Northern Ireland | Consumer Council

https://www.consumercouncil.org.uk/consumers
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The Housing Executive - Oil Savings Network (nihe.gov.uk)

https://www.nihe.gov.uk/housing-help/ni-energy-advice/oil-savings-network


Section 3: Cost of Living

New multi-million pound National Lottery programme 

targets communities in greatest need

Strengthening Communities will open to applications on Monday 21 

October 2024.  Groups with ideas for funding are encouraged to 

get in touch to discuss their idea on 028 9055 1455 or email 

enquiries.ni@tnlcommunityfund.org.uk. 

For more information on all funding available from The National 

Lottery Community Fund visit 

www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/NorthernIreland.



Money Guidance Satellite events for Talk Money Week 

This session is part of a series of workshops linked to the Money Guiders

Conference 2024 and running alongside Talk Money Week.

Join us for a Northern Ireland-focused session as part of Talk Money Week

2024, hosted by the Money Guiders NI Network and GamCare. This event is

designed for practitioners who provide money guidance and support to women,

with a special focus on the launch of the WomenôsPathway in Northern Ireland.

The objectives of this training are:

- Understand what gambling harm is and its different forms.

- Recognise the risk factors and drivers to gambling harm.

- Know how to spot the signs of gambling harm.

- Understand the impacts of gambling harm for women who gamble or who are 

an affected other.

- Knowledge of referral pathways for help and support.

Registration: This event is free, but registration is required. Please reserve

your spot via Eventbrite Money Guiders Conference2024: Satellite

Workshops

Section 3: Cost of Living

Part of theMoney Guiders Conference 2024: Satellite 

Workshopscollection

https://registration.moneyguidersconference.org.uk/mgc24
https://maps.org.uk/en/our-work/talk-money-week
https://maps.org.uk/en/our-work/talk-money-week
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/cc/money-guiders-conference-2024-satellite-workshops-3706889?_gl=1*jn5skf*_up*MQ..*_ga*NzI2NTc4NTU4LjE3MzAzOTg4NjA.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*MTczMDM5ODg2MC4xLjAuMTczMDM5ODg2MC4wLjAuMA..
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/cc/money-guiders-conference-2024-satellite-workshops-3706889?_gl=1*jn5skf*_up*MQ..*_ga*NzI2NTc4NTU4LjE3MzAzOTg4NjA.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*MTczMDM5ODg2MC4xLjAuMTczMDM5ODg2MC4wLjAuMA..
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https://www.bluelightcard.co.uk/

Who qualifies?

4x4 Response

Ambulance Service including retired

Blood Bikes

British Army

Cave Rescue

Community First Responders

Dental Practice

Fire Service including retired

Highways England Traffic Officer

Home Office

HM Armed Forces Veterans

HM Coastguard

HM Prison & Probation Services

Lowland Search and Rescue

MoD Civil Servants

MoD Fire Service

MoD Police

Mountain Rescue

NHS including retired & volunteers

Optometrists

Police including retired

Red Cross

Reserve Armed Forces

RNLI

Royal Air Force

Royal Marines

Royal Navy

Search and Rescue

Social Care Workers

Teachers
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Children and Young Peopleõs Autism Service | Western Health & Social Care Trust (hscni.net)

Section 4: Neurodiversity

https://westerntrust.hscni.net/services/childrens-services/children-and-young-peoples-autism-service/
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PD Support Sessions Brochure (n-i.nhs.uk)

http://staffwest.westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk/News/Documents/Trust%20Communication%20Documents/CYP%20Post%20Diagnosis%20Intervention%20Sessions%202024.pdf
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PD Support Sessions Brochure (n-i.nhs.uk)

There are also Autism Intervention sessions for children and adolescents

with a diagnosis who would like to increase their awareness of the

condition.

Dates are available in the brochure - - HERE
The sessions focus on a number of areas including;  

- Talking to my child/young person about Autism

- Building Autism Awareness for Child/Young Person

- Letôs Talk about Behaviour

- Anxiety and Autism 

- The Teenage Years 

- Canôt Sleep Wonôt Sleep

- Supporting Sensory Differences

- Using Visuals to Create Supportive Environments

Booking

Booking is essential and can be accessed through contacting the CYPôs 

Autism Service on the following:

Enniskillen | 02866382103            Omagh | 02882835983                   

Derry/Londonderry | 02871308313

Sessions are delivered both face to face and virtual across the Trust 

areas, facilitated by Autism Clinicians. Please leave your name, contact 

number, email address, childôs name and date of birth and which session

you would like to attend as detailed in the brochure ïHERE

http://staffwest.westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk/News/Documents/Trust%20Communication%20Documents/CYP%20Post%20Diagnosis%20Intervention%20Sessions%202024.pdf
http://staffwest.westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk/News/Documents/Trust%20Communication%20Documents/CYP%20Post%20Diagnosis%20Intervention%20Sessions%202024.pdf
http://staffwest.westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk/News/Documents/Trust%20Communication%20Documents/CYP%20Post%20Diagnosis%20Intervention%20Sessions%202024.pdf
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Section 4: Neurodiversity
Autism NI Training <training@autismni.org>



Section 4: Neurodiversity
Autism NI Training <training@autismni.org>
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Training - Middletown Centre For Autism (middletownautism.com)

https://www.middletownautism.com/training


Section 5: Infant Mental Health / Breastfeeding

You are invited to attend our 2024-25 infant mental health lunchtime learning

webinars. These lunchtime learning sessions aim to provide a space for

shared learning, discussion and collaboration for those working to support

babies, infants and their families. Join us online to hear from local NI services

on how they are supporting positive infant mental health. Each session lasts

one hour, with a short presentation and time for discussion and questions.

19 November 12-1pm

Parents Plus

Co-Producing Parenting Programmes with Families

27 November 12-1pm

Action for Children NI

òHowõs it going Dad?ó - Nurturing the 

development of early relationships between 

babies, children, and their dads

https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=6765f1e83a&e=b18b28ff43
https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=813294225d&e=b18b28ff43


Section 6: Digital Safeguarding

Online Safety Hub - Safeguarding Board for Northern 

Ireland (safeguardingni.org)

https://onlinesafetyhub.safeguardingni.org/


Welcome to the SBNI Online Safety Hub Highlights  

  

The Online Safety Hub brings together advice and resources from a range of partner organisations so 

that young people, carers and professionals can easily access advice and resources all in one central 

place. The Young Personôs Hub has supportive and non-judgemental advice for under 13s and 13s 

and older to help them to manage their online lives safely. 

  

 

Promote the hub  

 

 

Submit content  

 

  

Watch the promo 
video   

 

 

Contact the hub   

 

  

Visit the young 
person's hub  

 

 

About the hub  

 

  

Concerned about a child 

or young person?  

¶ Learn about reporting pathways for 

adults.  

¶ Learn about reporting pathways for 

young people  

  

Tell us what you think: 

¶ Complete the survey for young people  

¶ Complete the survey for adults   

  

 

The ReachDeck Toolbar 
 

The ReachDeck toolbar makes the hub content more available to everyone. The speak button shown 

below is located on every page and it can help with speech, reading and translation support.  
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Follow us @NSPCCLearning

Artificial intelligence (AI)

Source:Barnardos

Date published: 15 October 2024

Barnardoshas published a new report on childrenõs experiences 

online, examining their understanding of Artificial Intelligence (AI). 

The charity undertook focus groups and surveys with over 500 

primary and secondary school children across Ireland, as well as 

gathering the views of teachers and parents. Key concerns that 

children highlighted include: the malicious use of AI; privacy 

concerns; and the fear of AI ôtaking overõ. The report finds a 

disparity in understanding of AI across all age groups and calls on 

the Government to ensure the school curriculum includes practical 

lessons to raise childrenõs awareness and help protect them from 

potential online harms.

Read the report: Barnardosreport reveals 63% of children learn 

about AI (Artificial Intelligence) through social media

See also on NSPCC Learning

> Online safety resources

NSPCC Current awareness for policy, practice and 

research (CASPAR)

https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1MMeB6wYXxz8btw4aOPkV61L5zf
https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1MMevzXhZe7a0gZPG2E7VvKKeY1
https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1MMewXBdeiYEy4CTiJGVFUjZX7k


Section 6: Digital Safeguarding



Section 6: Digital Safeguarding

Online Safety Hub - Safeguarding Board for Northern 

Ireland (safeguardingni.org)

How to block inappropriate content on your child's 

smartphone | PSNI

https://onlinesafetyhub.safeguardingni.org/
https://www.psni.police.uk/safety-and-support/online-safety/keeping-children-safe-online/how-block-inappropriate-content-your
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Home Learning Hub - Safer Schools

https://oursaferschools.co.uk/home-learning-hub/?__hstc=182705273.9e44423a7bf5c2cee586de9a6a78d1f2.1630593337740.1638436290417.1638443771861.181&__hssc=182705273.23.1638443771861&__hsfp=2620314135/#anti-bullying-resource
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https://www.nicybersecuritycentre.gov.uk/mobile-device-security-

support-hub

https://www.nicybersecuritycentre.gov.uk/mobile-device-security-support-hub


Section 7: Addiction

Vaping among children ðhow are governments in Ireland and 

Northern Ireland responding to the challenge? | Institute of 

Public Health

Vaping among children ïhow are governments in 

Ireland and Northern Ireland responding to the 

challenge?

In this blog, Dr Joanna Purdy, Dr Ciara Reynolds and 

Louise OôConnor, policy experts at the Institute of Public 

Health, summarise the regulation of nicotine inhaling 

products (also known as e-cigarettes or vapes) across 

the island.

https://www.publichealth.ie/blog/vaping-among-children-how-are-governments-ireland-and-northern-ireland-responding-challenge
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Section 8: Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health 

Support (Available Northern and Southern Sectors 

of Western Trust)

Catherine@aware-ni.org

Aware NI are offering community and voluntary services within the Western

or Northern Trust areas FREE Mood Matters Mental Health Workshops.

These workshops are designed to promote wellbeing within your

organisation by:

Increasing awareness and understanding of mental health.

Provide practical tools and strategies for managing stress and improving

wellbeing.

Create a supportive environment for open discussions.

Catherine@aware-ni.org

mailto:Catherine@aware-ni.org
mailto:Catherine@aware-ni.org


Section 8: Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health Support 

(Available Northern and Southern Sectors of Western 

Trust)

sheena@aware-ni.org

mailto:sheena@aware-ni.org
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Take a Moment. Start a Conversation. Campaign | Mental 

Health Champion Northern Ireland (mentalhealthchampion-

ni.org.uk)

https://www.mentalhealthchampion-ni.org.uk/take-a-moment
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Healthy relationships
Source: NSPCC Learning
Date published: 9 October 2024

NSPCC Learning has published newteaching resources exploring the themes of 

healthy and unhealthy relationships. Theresources include three films and 

accompanying lesson plans that follow four characters experiencing interpersonal 

domestic violence, in familial, friendship and intimate partner relationships. The 

resources are aimed at 11- to 14-year-old schoolchildren and seek to prevent 

harmful sexual behaviours and coercive control.

Visit the page:It's Not Love: teaching resources about positive relationships

See also on NSPCC Learning

> Talk Relationships

https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1MHqyJLiFm5KUfWVWCXKL4ySgI2
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Support 


