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Welcome back! 

 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you back to a new school year. I hope you all enjoyed a restful and 

enjoyable summer break. A warm welcome also goes to those families joining our school 

community for the first time—we are delighted to have you with us. 

As we begin this year together, the staff and I look forward to working in close partnership with 

you to ensure every child is supported, inspired, and challenged to achieve their very best. I am 

confident that, with your support, we will make this a successful and rewarding year for all. 

Mrs Goldson 

 

Ice Pop Sale 

At the end of last term, some of our children came up with a wonderful idea – to hold a sale in 

support of Maggie’s Cancer Charity! They organised an ice lolly and ice pop sale, along with 

beautiful handmade crafts created by the girls. Thanks to their hard work and everyone’s 

generosity, an amazing £213.74 was raised! Over the summer, the cheque was proudly delivered 

to the charity, helping to make a real difference.  
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Class Dojo  

Following agreement between the senior leadership team and 

the governing body, our ClassDojo policy has been updated for 

this academic year. Access to ClassDojo will now be limited to 

adults with parental responsibility only. Over the past few days, teachers have invited those with 

parental responsibility to join their class pages. If you have not yet received an invitation, please 

speak directly with your child’s class teacher. Please note that individuals without parental 

responsibility will not be granted access. This decision has been made to ensure compliance with 

GDPR requirements and, most importantly, to safeguard our children. 

We would also like to remind families that “quiet hours” for teachers are in place between 5:00pm 

and 8:00am on weekdays, and throughout weekends and school holidays. During these times, any 

urgent matters should be directed to the school office by email at office@leenmills.notts.sch.uk 

or via the school’s answerphone service. 

Please also be aware that between 8:40am and 3:15pm, teachers are fully engaged in teaching 

and learning and will not be able to respond to messages on ClassDojo. Any urgent or time-

sensitive queries during the school day should be directed to the school office by telephone on 

0115 953 6688.  

 

Respectful Behaviour Towards Staff 

At Leen Mills, we are committed to providing a safe, welcoming 

environment for all members of our school community. This includes our 

pupils, families, and staff. I would like to take this opportunity to remind 

everyone that aggressive, abusive, or disrespectful behaviour towards staff 

will not be tolerated under any circumstances. 

Staff work hard to support children and families every day, and it is essential that they can do so in 

a safe and respectful environment. We ask that all communication with staff—whether in person, 

by phone, or online—remains courteous and constructive. 

Thank you for your support in helping us maintain a positive and respectful school community, 

where every child can thrive and every member of staff feels safe and valued. 

 

Resolving Concerns 

We kindly ask that any questions or concerns about your child’s learning or school 

experience are raised with your child’s class teacher in the first instance. Our 

teachers know the children best and are usually able to resolve matters quickly 

and effectively. 

If, after speaking with the class teacher, you feel that the issue has not been resolved, please do 

not hesitate to contact a member of the senior leadership team. Matters will only be referred to 

myself as Headteacher when appropriate. 

 



After-School Provision – The Lime Trees 

We would like to remind families that our after-school care 
is provided independently by The Lime Trees. While this 
provision is based on our school site, it is managed and run by The Lime Trees team. 

If you have any questions, concerns, or feedback regarding the after-school service, we kindly ask 
that you contact The Lime Trees directly. This ensures that your query is dealt with promptly by 
the appropriate team. 

 

School Site Safety Reminder 

For the safety and wellbeing of our whole school community, we kindly 

remind families of the following: 

• Dogs (other than registered assistance dogs) are not permitted 

on the school site. 

• Scooters and bicycles must not be ridden on the school premises. They should be walked 

to the designated storage areas. 

• Any bicycles or scooters brought onto the site are left at the owner’s own risk. The school 

cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage. 

Thank you for your support in helping us keep the school grounds safe and welcoming for 

everyone. 

 

Parking Safely and Considerately 

As we begin the new school year, we must remind all families to park safely 

and respectfully on the roads around school. Already this week, we have 

received complaints from residents and road users regarding unsafe and 

inconsiderate parking. 

Please ensure that you do not stop or park on the yellow zigzag lines, as these areas have legal 

restrictions and are in place to keep children safe at busy drop-off and collection times. We also 

ask that driveways are kept clear and that cars are not double-parked, as this creates hazards for 

both pedestrians and drivers. 

Also, can we remind you that there is no parking in the staff carpark when dropping off for 

breakfast club. 

 

  



Uniform 

Our uniform expectations can be found further down on this newsletter, 

but at the end of last year there were a few things that were creeping in 

that are not part of our school uniform policy.  

PE kits are only to be worn on PE days, the school PE hoodie is not part of 

our normal school uniform requirements. 

PE days are not a chance to wear non uniform, the school PE kit must be worn.  

Jewellery and earrings – the only jewellery permitted in school is a wristwatch (not a smart watch) 

and a pair of stud earnings. The only chains that can be worn are signs of faith. Again, if a child is 

wearing anything other than the permitted jewellery, they will be asked to remove it and staff will 

look after it until the end of the day.   

 

A few reminders  

Attendance  
 

 

Whole school attendance needs to be above 95% - 100% attendance 
would be ideal, but we know illnesses and medical appointments 
happen.  
Every school day counts! 
 

Absences 

 

If your child is unwell and cannot be in school please inform the school 
office and NOT your class teacher on Dojo as messages may not be 
picked up on time.  
Please remember that if children are off with sickness or diarrhoea they 
cannot come back school until 48hours after the last time they were 
unwell. 
 
 

Term time holidays  

 

An unauthorised leave of absence of more than 3 days / 6 sessions 
(over a 6 week rolling period) for the purpose of a family holiday can 
lead to you being issued with a penalty notice fine of up to £120 for 
each child who is absent. The fines are issued to both parents for each 
child. A penalty notice will be requested if the child’s attendance falls 
below 90% because of the holiday absence. 
 
 

Pick up and end of 
day messages  

 

We know things can happen during the day and you may need to 
change who is picking up your child. Please can you inform the office 
of this as teachers do not have the time to check dojo while they are  
teaching.  
If you know someone different is collecting your child it is your 
responsibility to inform the office. If teachers do not know the person 
picking up a child they will not release the child to their care.  
 
 



Lateness  

 

Once the doors are closed at 8.45am the only way to get into school is 
via the school office. Any pupil who comes into school this way after 
8.45am must sign in on the screen in the office and will be marked as 
late in their attendance record. 

Communication  

 

Letters and information will be sent to you via email. Please ensure that 
we have a working email address, if you think we do not have your 
email address please email the office on office@leenmills.notts.sch.uk  
 

Bikes and scooters  

 

Please ensure that no bikes or scooters are ridden on school premises. 
If children do come to school on their bike or scooter then they should 
push them as soon as they get to the school gates. There is a bike and 
scooter park outside the hall. 

Snacks at 
breaktime 

 

Children are only allowed fruit and healthy snacks at break times as it 
enables better concentration and behaviour. All children in Reception 
and KS1 are provided with a piece of fruit.  Please remember we are a 
nut free school. 

Drinks  
 

Please can I remind you that water bottles for the children’s classrooms 
should be filled with water only. Juice can be had at lunch time in a 
sperate bottle or in a carton.  
Milk is available from Cool Milk.    https://www.coolmilk.com/ 
 
 

School dinners  

 

We are very lucky to have our wonderful cook, Mrs Smith, in school to 
make us excellent school dinners that are heathy and delicious. Our 
menus can be viewed on the school website or on the notice board 
outside the school office.  
All children in Reception and KS1 are entitled to a free school dinner. 
Children in KS2 need to pay for their school dinner at a cost of £3.20 
per day paid via the children’s Parent Pay account.  
Payment should be made prior to your child taking their school meal, 
ideally paid for when you pre-book their meals.  Cut off for booking is 
Wednesday for the following week. 
 
We are also able to offer the sandwich option every day, the choice of 
sandwich is ham, cheese or tuna.  Also jacket potatoes are available.  
These MUST be pre-ordered before midday Friday for the following 
week.  Please email with your child’s name, class and sandwich choice 
to either office@leenmills.notts.sch.uk or the kitchen 
leenmills.notts@kitchenmanager.co.uk 
 

Trim Trails  The trim trails can only be used before and after school if your child is 
supervised by an adult. There are no school staff supervising the trim 
trails at these times. Please can you talk to your children about this if 
they walk to school on their own. 
The trim trail at the front of the school is only for children of up to the 
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age of 7 (FS2 – KS1). The trim trail is not designed to be used by 
children who are older than this. 
The metal trim trail is designed to be used by children who are in year 
5 and 6. It has some very high elements that are not suitable for 
younger children. 
 

School uniform  

 

Our school uniform expectations can be found on the school website 
under the parents tab.  
We do have a branded uniform, but pupils are able to wear plain 
burgundy jumpers/cardigans or plain white polo shirts that can be 
purchased from a range of supermarkets. 
We have a range of second hand uniform available in school upon 
request.  
 

PE Kit  

 

On PE days children need to be in their school PE kit (white t-shirt, 
black joggers/shorts and a black top or the school PE Hoodies). Long 
hair needs to be tied up and all jewellery must be removed for PE 
sessions. 
 

WhatsApp   

 

The legal age any child should have an account on WhatsApp is 16 (this 
changed from 13 in January 2022). Pupils are maybe using parents 
accounts to create groups and then engage in chat. 
 
Parents are able to monitor this if they check regularly and if the 
messages are not deleted. We would like to respectfully ask parents to: 
Consider allowing their child no access to WhatsApp/Facebook etc at 
all even if they are accessing an adult account. 
Checking more regularly and being aware that chats are often deleted 
or, the full picture is not seen as different children are in different chats 
so parents may not see all of the comments. 
 
As a duty of care we will investigate and inform you of any 
inappropriate use of social media that is reported to us. This also means 
that we might have to report any underage usage straight to the 
company, citing the accounts being used for minors and attaching the 
screenshots of inappropriate comments, soundbites and pictures sent. 
This, however, does take teachers time away from teaching and 
learning.  
 

Reading Diaries 

 

We have new reading diaries which will be handed out to the children 
in September. The diaries are very smart and we hope it will encourage 
reading at home. Teachers will be checking the reading diaries 
regularly.  We ask that they are looked after and used.  
You will be asked to pay for a replacement diary if; 

• The diary is lost/damaged  

• The diary is not used  
 



Apply for Free 

School Meal 
 

If circumstances have changed at home your child may be entitled to 
Free School Meals.  These can be applied for via the Nottinghamshire 
County Council website.  Details can be found following this link: 
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-meals/free-
school-meals-and-milk 
Those children who are entitled to Free School Meals also receive 
Pupil Premium funding, which the school uses to supplement school 
trips and residentials. 
 

Inset Days 2025-
2026 

 
 

1st September 2025 
2nd September 2025 
23rd July 2026 
24th July 2026 
27th July 2026 
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Follows is a list of Key Dates planned for this school year, please note these may be subject to 

change 

September 2025 
Wednesday 3rd 
September 2025 

Children return to school 

Thursday 4th 
September 2025 

Meet the teacher event – a chance to meet your new class teacher  

Friday 12th September 
2025 

Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  

Tuesday 16th 
September 2025 

Individual photographs 

Friday 19th September 
2025 

FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  

Friday 26th September 
2025 

Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  

October 2025 
Friday 3rd October 
2025 

FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  

Thursday 9th October 
2025 

Y2 curriculum trip 
More details to follow 

Friday 10th October 
2025 

Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  

Wednesday 15th 
October 2025 

New starter open event @ 5pm 
This is for children who will be starting in FS2 in September 2026 

Friday 17th October 
2025 

FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  

20th – 31st October 
2025 

Half term 

November 2025 
Friday 7th November 
2025 

Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  

Wednesday 12th 
November 2025 

Flu vaccinations 

Thursday 13th 
November 2025 

Parents evening 
Letters will be sent home nearer the time 

Friday 14th November 
2025 

FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  

Tuesday 18th 
November 2025 

Parents evening 
Letters will be sent home nearer the time 

Friday 21st November 
2025 

Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  

Friday 28th November 
2025 

FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  

December 2025 
Tuesday 2nd December 
2025 

New starter open event @ 9am and 6pm 
This is for children who will be starting in FS2 in September 2026 

Tuesday 16th 
December 2025 

KS1 production – evening performance 
2 tickets issued per child 



Wednesday 17th 
December 2025 

KS1 production – afternoon performance 
2 tickets issued per child 

Thursday 18th 
December 2025 

FS2 production – morning & afternoon performances 
2 tickets issued per child per performance 

22nd December 2025 – 
2nd January 2026 

Christmas holidays 

January 2026 
Monday 5th January 
2026 

New starter open event @ 6pm 
This is for children who will be starting in FS2 in September 2026 

Friday 9th January 
2026 

Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  

Friday 16th January 
2026 

FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  

Monday 19th January -
Wednesday 21st 
January 2026 

Year 6 residential trip 

Friday 23rd January 
2026 

Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  

Friday 30th January 
2026 

FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  

February 2026 
Friday 6th February 
2026 

Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  

Wednesday 11th 
February 2026 

Young Voices 
More information to follow nearer the time 

Friday 13th February 
2026 

FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  

16th - 21st February 
2026 

February half term 

Friday 27th February 
2026 

Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  

March 2026 
Wednesday 4th March 
2026 

Parents evening 

Friday 6th March 2026 
 

FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  

Monday 9th March 
2026 

Parents evening 

Friday 13th March 
2026 

Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  

Monday 16th - 
Wednesday 18th 
March 2026 

Year 5 residential trip  

Friday 20th March 
2026 

FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  

Friday 27th March 
2026 

Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  

30th Marc – 10th April 
2026 

Easter holiday 

April 2026 
Friday 17th April 2026 FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  

 

Friday 24th April 2025 Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  
 



May 2026 

Friday 1st May 2026 FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  
 

Friday 8th May 2026 Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  
 

Monday 11th – 
Thursday 14th May 
2026 

SATs assessments 
All Year 6 children to be in school 

Friday 15th May 2025 FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  
 

Tuesday 19th May 
2026 

KS2 Sports day 

Thursday 21st May 
2026 

FS2 & KS1 Sports day 

Friday 22nd May 2026 Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  
 

25th May – 29th May 
2026 

May half term 

June 2026 
Monday 1st – Friday 
12th June 2026 

Multiplication tables check for year 4 pupils 

Friday 5th June 2026 FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  
 

Monday 8th – Friday 
12th June 2026 

Phonics screen check for KS1 pupils 

Friday 12th June 2026 Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  
 

Monday 15th – 
Tuesday 16th May 
2026 

Y3 residential trip  

Friday 19th May 2026 FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  
 

Tuesday 23rd May 
2026 

Alternative date for FS1 & KS1 sports day 

Wednesday 24th May 
2026 

Alternative date for KS2 sports day 

Friday 26th May 2026 Key Stage 2 special mention assembly  
 

July 2026 
Thursday 2nd – Friday 
3trd July 2026 

Year 4 residential trip 

Friday 3rd July 2026 FS2 & KS1 special mention assembly  
 

Monday 6th July – 
Tuesday 7th July 2026 

Years 1&2 residential trip 

Wednesday 8th July 
2026 

Year 6 play – afternoon & evening performance 
2 tickets issued per child per performance  

Friday 17th July 2026 FS2 graduation performance 
2 tickets issued per child 

Monday 20th July 2026 Year 6 special mention assembly – 2:45pm 
 

Wednesday 22nd July 
2026 

Last day in school 

 


