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Term 2 Takes off:

Everyonevas due to startback for Term 2 otWedneday 3™ January but all pupils got an extra day off due

to a fault with the electricity in our school kitchen. Thereweret s of New Year Hwould e s
be a great year for us!
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On the %" January,our Primary 6 and Primary 7 pupils enjoyed an Ice Hockey match at the SSE Arena
Belfast. The game was part of the Friendship Series 2024 and our children were so fortunate to aiend.
many, today was their first time at such an event, and it was wonderful to see such happy faces!

The highprofile tournament, organised by The Odyssey Thust,i ngs t wo top North A
ice hockey team@ Princeton University and Providence Collédgegether for an actiompacked doubkaeader

at the home of the Belfast Giants.

The Friendship Series is the first and only NCAA Division 1 wbmenh oc key t our nament
the United States. The event is an extension of the Friendship Four tournament, which was devised by
Odyssey Trust in 2015, and has been developed year on year to promote education, social welfare,
commurtly integration in Northern Ireland, building on the sister cities agreement between Belfast and Bostc







Swimming:

P6 pupils started swimming lessonsMonday & January at Greenvale Leisure
Centre. Already those in the beginners group are making good progress. This
a compulsory aspect of N.I. P.E. Curriculum.

Pupils from ASC2 continued swimming lessons Troesday 9 January

@_@l_ff Lessons

Starting on Tuesday™January for five weeks P5, P6 and P7 pupils all had the opportunity to paatieiin
Golf lessons. The coach is PGA professional Tony Mulholland. Following afternoon sessions with the P7
Tony held After School Golf Club with P5 and P6 pupils who opted to stay in. This proved very pbpdiar
knows we could have the neRory Mcllroy!




Online Admissions:

Theonline admissions process for our new P1 pupils for Septembéib2@ame live on Tuesd& January at
12noon and closed again on Fridag2January at 12noon. We hawl applicants and are hopeful that they
will all be granted a place in St. Brigidods.

Digital Leaders:
Miss McAlister and eight P6 pupils attended the Digital Leadersai ni ng St Maryds Pr i
Wednesday 10January.

Service of Light and Enrelment Ceremony

On Wednesday 17 January P4 and P7 children and their parents were invited to a Service of Light an
EnrolmenCeremonyas they prepare to receive the sacraments. This was held in Our Lady of Mercy Church
pm.




Planned Strike:
On Thursday 18 January there was a planned full day strike by a number of public service trade unions
Therefore, the school was closed that day for all pupils.

Snow Day:
School was closed on Friday"19anuary because of the snow and untreated roads due to industrial action.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS’ WEEK

We celebrated Catholic Schddl¢eek fron21* January to27" January. The theme of 2024 Catholic Schools
Weekwasd Communi t i es. o fl nS eSpupilsBaceodg sclibd ook part in a range of different
activities to promote Catholic School sd Week at
Primary 5 children had a wonderful time celebrating their locainzounity by litter picking around Gulladuff.
We were also joined by councillor Sean McPeake who helped us fill 6 bags of litter!

Well done boys and girls, you did a fantastic job &Y
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Grandparents:

Primary 6 and Miss McAlister attended Mass on Wednesday morning to celebrate the gift of each membe
our family, with a particular focus on grandparents. At Mass, the children gave all grandparents, parents a
parishioners a small token to show thdtey appreciate everything they do for them.

Lavey Early Years:
One important place in our community is Lavey Early Yedis celebrate the gift of our community, Primary 6

visited both the morning and afternoon sessiond.afvey Early YearsThey had great fun playing with the
boys and girls and enjoyed sharing memories of their time at nursery sclSmwhe pupils even gtd see their
younger brothers and sistersThank you for having us!




Morning Mass:

After participating in and attending morning Mas
in the Parish Office.He told then all about his roles and responsibilities in the office and the Church and h
showed them the beautiful new Paschal Candteimary 7 really enjoyed a guided tour of his office and it was
so interesting learning about the day to day runninftbe Church.




Visit from Emma Sheerin MLA:

Primary 7 also had a visit from Emma Sheerin MLA and local council representative Sean MdReakddren

put our politicians in the hot seat and had many tougjuestions for them.We would like to thank them for
taking time out of their busy schedules to talk to us.




New iPads, Chromebooks and Printers

On Thursday 25 Januarywe thanked all those who had contributed to ICT provision in our school. A numbe
of local businesses gave donations, and our parents and community supported ouaiging efforts (Fitness
Freddie, Christmas Raffle, Christrsdm®w etc). The funds raised enabled us to buy 20 iPads, 10 Chromebool
and 3 printers. Thanks to everyone for their generosity and we can assure you our new devices will be put
good use.




GL Results:
On Saturday 27 January some of our P7 received their GL Assessment results. Well done to all those who
the testd your hard work paid off!



On the 29 January Miss Anna Rafferty started her teaching
practice in P1/2MissAnna McErlean in P5 andissCaoimhe Glass

in P7. Miss Shauna Huestatarted her teaching practice orf®2
February in P6 for four weeks and id For four weeks.MissMaire
Bryson started her teaching practiae P2 on 11" March for four
weeks. We wish these student teachers every success on thei
sclo o | pl acement .here in St. Br

Energise

On Monday 29 January Emma from Community Sports Netwstdeted an Energise ProgrammEBrimary Six
and Seven have really enjoyed taking part in the Energise Programme, which has been designed and create
the 6Community Sports Networko, in partnership \
is to blend key nutritionbmessages with fun physical activity games. Energise is made up of six sessions, e
with a different theme. Topics include; the Eatwell Guide, Fruits and Vegetables, Sugars and Fats in Foods
Hydration. The children have found all sessions todxy informative and are much more aware of the choices
they are making each day.

Primary 7




