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Twigs with whiskers?

A tree with a tail?
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Or 1s 1t a tigress,
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=== She can look exactly like a patch of forest, just by being there.
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— or crouches still in elephant grass,
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—— Bigger than your fist,
= her pink nose sniffs the air.

— Her ears turn to listen

for the smallest noise.

Bright as torches, |

her large yellow eyes

gleam all around.
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Smooth as a river she moves;
her plate-sized paws press the ground
but don’t make a sound.

When she runs, strong muscles stretch

and ripple her body like wind on water.
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She finds an untidy pile of rocks across the clearing,
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tull of dark cracks and CLOVICOS: Mother tigers look after their cubs alonc::..e;.);’ B 2
Perfect hldmg for tiny cubs. (Y 2 % so when the mothers hunt, the cubs aq'é:_ left unpro%ggtgd i A ",""l
‘ “d Changing dens helps to fool predators, such as legpards S »
; ' : | and wild dogs, who may kill the cubs. ¥V | &
She will bring them here tonight. ; J & R |
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No one knows for sure why tigers have ear spots.
They may help small cubs to follow their mother.
Or perhaps they are flashed as

a warning to other tigers.

k and clean, but the wriggling cubs are eager to feed.

aby tigers drink rich mother’s milk

Back at the - g _ X . .
( 1¢ (‘I\{ \{(H llH (lll‘\ dIc \Hllgglt‘\{ \l(‘(“\ n \l\-\(i('({ SlCCP. (.l‘nnmmg kCL‘pS (ht‘ll’ flll' Slt‘c

Small as a sugar bag at birth, b

[heir bright white ear spots wink like magie eyes
and fill up like fat, furry cushions.

With mugh, wet hicks from her lnng tongue, the tigress stirs them awalke
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['hese two are too small to walk far, so the tgress uses tooth-power.

['he gentle mother carries her dangling cubs, one by one,

{(

to safety at the new den.




While the tigress hunts for food,

— brother and sister stalk, \
— stretch, and snarl. |

— Teeth bared, heads together, ,

—| this could be a tiger fight.

o | .)‘ 43y ,‘)‘/Y/

T— But their knife-sharp claws are { “’-

e sheathed this time, and don’t draw

- — - blood. The cubs are six months }\ |

old now — when they are ’
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\ Ti _cts"an get’badly‘h\l'l" f? fights,
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Sharp grass stems scratch three empty bellies.
For days mother and cubs have chewed old
skin and crunched cold bones.
['he ugress needs a big kill, and now
the hungry year-old cubs are too big

and strong to play-hunt by the den.

Young lfym start eating
meat at about eight weeks old.
They start hunting when they are half-grown.

A
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A wild pig's big, bristly head bends
as his snout shoves and snuffles for grubs.

Fierce eyes burning, noses wrinkling

\\I(l) hl\ \mL“ lln llnu (l*'u\ tlu}‘

(l\\\&‘l W l(l] \\\t(, \lt\\\ \IC}‘\

and crouch, sull as stone.
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The cubs’ whiskers quiver. Their hearts thump loud as drums. o

Like fire the roaring tigress leaps and falls
in a crush of teeth and muscle,
and, mouths open, her snarling

cubs rush 1n.
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The sun turns tger fur oven-hor,
so after the big feed and a sleep,

the tgress heads for the lake.

While her cubs splash and
SWim, \]‘.L‘ ”H.l(\ 11] Unl},
green water to soak

away the heat.
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Three sleck tigers prow] the midnight forest.

The tigress has taught the rwo | ubs all her tricks,
t.W :

, f}x:\ must find their own homes without hc‘.

Now, at eighteen months
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About Tigers
For years ugers were hunted and killed

in large numbers, and of the eight kinds

that once prowled the forests, only five

survive. There are fewer than 6,000 ugers 4
alive today, scattered across parts of China,

Indonesia, India, and southeastern Russia. V4

i W

Today ugers are protected, but poachers still

kill them; and people want the land where they

live, threatening our last wild ugers with ?

exuancuaon.
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\ | About the Author
Nick Dowson is a teacher, and this is his ﬁrst vok. |
fascinated by tigers. “Tigers are one of the creatures
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B S . 8 12-13 paws . .. .. 10 ;
car spots . . . . . 12-13 stalking . . . .. 7, 16 my dreams,” he says. “They arccomp z{? " -
- caung . . . .. 19, 21 SIEIPES o haks 6, 25 mysterious. I'd hate to "Jt.f"jt’« hed oft
gyes . ... 8, 18 swimming . . . . . 22-23 ARY R4
! feeding . . ... 13, 18, 21-22 teeth..... 16, 20 berd i ¢
5 fighung . . . .. 16-17 territory . . . . . 17, 24 Jane Chapman is the aw '\ /winnin
. .. . . 13, 22 whiskers . . . .. 6, 20 \ The Emperor’s Egg and One "._ /
a really tough time in Indi g
Look up the pages to find out about all these uger hcat." abe hys.' *' v
things. Don’t forget to look at both kinds of word X YOS,
this kind and this kind.
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NaTure Storg books
Every wonderful word 1s true!
l i\'{gs with whiskers?
A tree with a tail?
Orisita tigress, /Mdmg.’

Are vou ready for some true tigcr magic?

“Quite simply a stunning book.” The School Librarian
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