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What sort of butterflies?’

My arandfather peered closely at the bumps
Haven't got my specs on,” he said, “but they could
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Won't thev crawl awav?” | asked

v erandfather straightened up

and looked down at me.

‘Humph,” he said.

“You Jusl }\(‘(‘|) WAl hm;.;."
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My grandfather came over Lo see
what [ was doing.
Ah,"” he said, “Peacock caterpillars
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‘Do they eat « dl\l\lgt“‘w | asked

I'd seen caterpillars on cabbages.




He shook his head. “( dl(‘ll\llldl‘\ are fussy caters

[f vou put a nettle-eating caterpillar on a
\\\l\l\l}“(‘ it'Ll set off to lOOK (O]
nettles, and if it can't find

anv it'll sit down and

ie rather than
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“Won't the birds eat them?" | asked.

Couldn’t we cover them t||)a”'5?—ﬁ
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'No need,” said my grandfather.
‘Caterpillars that don't hide away are really saying,

['m poisonous k<WA[)(>IIV',\11<l the birds know that.”
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hw now there weren't so many of them.

| didn’t mind that, but I did mind five davs late, W]
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found that every single one of them had disappeare

Where have they gone?” I asked | Was

close Lo L¢ ars. Pea stic l\_\, Sald

my grandfather. We marcheq

round the corner of the shed
Lo where the pea sticks were
‘Sometimes one or two

come here " my
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there was one of the caterpililal

This time there wasn't anoth

caterpillar readyv to come oul

Instead there was something

bag, hanging

like a little soft brown

! !

on the pea stick. It didn’t have legs or €yes O

anything, and it dried up 1nto a little case.
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ifted the stick and put 1t on
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the window-ledge in the sunshine
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The creature crawled slowly up

the stick. and sh\p[n\l.

le by little it began to stretch out.

5

\ : %\*‘{\
ke watching a flower \ T
unfolding itself onlv it had

nes instead of petals










) -
Nalure Stort ;lmoL‘s

l‘:\'\‘l'\' \\'\\H\{\‘I"ll] \\'Ul'\{ l.\\ (rue!

\\H\‘ SUITINCT, \\']\(‘H \llt‘ Wdd \l]).l”. \ IVIidll l I CLIL ’l

and her grandfatche watched a tamily of tim

C.ll\‘l'}\l”.ll' cg@s turn, stage by amazing

stage, into beautiful buttertlies!

“Charming and very informative natural history.
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