
    

 

 
 

1. A Christmas Message to All Our Cregagh Families & Friends 
As we approach the Christmas holidays, I would like to thank you sincerely for the continued support 
you give to Cregagh Primary School & Deaf Unit. The past number of weeks have been filled with 
special moments that have brought our school community together in the most meaningful way. 
Our P1–P3 Nativity at Mount Merrion Parish Church on Friday 5th December was simply excellent. 
The children were confident, joyful and wholehearted in their performances, and they told the 
Christmas story with warmth and sincerity. It was a delight to see so many families present, and we 
are very grateful to Mount Merrion Parish Church for hosting us so generously. It was a morning that 
many of us will remember with great fondness. Likewise, our P4–P7 Carol Service at St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church was a truly lovely evening to share together. The singing was uplifting, the acting 
out of the Nativity was thoughtful and engaging, and the atmosphere was one of reflection, 
celebration and togetherness. We were delighted by the strong turnout from families and the wider 
community, and we extend our sincere thanks to St Andrew’s for their warm hospitality and 
refreshments. 
Beyond these events, our children have also represented the school wonderfully through choir visits 
to local care homes, churches and Belfast City Airport, bringing Christmas cheer and kindness well 
beyond the school gates.  Christmas in school is always busy, but it is also deeply meaningful. 
Through these shared experiences, our children have reminded us of the true heart of the season — 
hope, generosity, service and joy. Thank you for all the ways you support them, whether by attending 
events, helping with preparations, or simply encouraging them along the way. 
 
As the Christmas holidays begin, we wish you time to rest, to enjoy being together, and to make 
precious family memories. May this Christmas bring peace to your homes, joy to your hearts, and 
renewed hope as we look ahead to the New Year.  From all of us at Cregagh, thank you — and we 
wish you a very happy and blessed Christmas. 

D Heggarty 
 

2. Parent Testimonials  
Thank you to those families who have already volunteered to help us with this.  We plan to get 
these underway as soon as we come back to school in January.  One of the things I would like 
parents’ and carers’ help with is making short parent testimonial videos about why they choose 
Cregagh Primary School and Deaf Unit for your child(ren) or moved them here from another school 
(which will remain nameless in our videos).  If you think you’d be willing to come into school and 
help us, make a short video to help publicise the school on social media (Facebook, Twitter / X, 
Instagram … we don’t use TikTok for security reasons), let us know by giving Miss Murphy a quick 
call (028 90 401246) and leaving your name and number.  We might even start making some videos 
next week!  And who knows, perhaps this could be the start of a movie career for some of you 
parents! ☺ 
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3. Mr Dickson Retires After 16 Years 

Hard to believe but our caretaker of 16 years, Mr David (Davy) Dickson retires on Friday 19th 
December.  To say we will all miss him is a huge understatement.  Davy has always been the 
perfect blend of a great worker and fun-loving colleague.  A true gentleman and friend to all.  We 
wish Davy, and indeed Mrs Dickson, many happy and healthy years of retirement together. 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

4. Cregagh Primary School and Deaf Unit Open Night – Wednesday 14th January 2026 
We are asking parents and school families to help us spread the word about our school and help 
us with enrolment.  By now, families will have received from school an envelope containing 3 Open 
Night invitations.  Think of family, friends or neighbours with pre-school children and kindly pass 
these on to them with a strong, personal recommendation.  It is important that we do all that we 
can to help secure the long-term future of Cregagh Primary School – for the estate, the wider 
Cregagh area and East Belfast.  Thank you. 

 
 

5. Parked cars, lorries and other vehicles blocking the turning square in front of school, 
community centre towards Dennet End  
Can I ask parents to contact local elected officials (councillors, MLAs and MP) to ask for this 
problem to be improved.  I believe it is a safety risk (footpath is virtually unusable and children 
walking in/out from between parked vehicles). 
 

6. Special Additional Pre-schooler Event on Saturday 17th January  
 

  
 

7. School Dinners Rise in Cost  
Remember, school dinners are increasing by 50p to £3.10 per child per day with effect from Tuesday 
6th January 2026.  

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 6th January 2026 Pupils first day back at school for spring term 
(Breakfast Club running as normal.   
No after school clubs until w/b 12th January) 

Wednesday 14th 
January 

Open Night.  
5:00 – 6:00pm for Pre-School aged children.                       
6:00 – 7:30pm for the main Open Night session. 

Saturday 17th January, 
10am - 12 noon 

‘Beat the January Blues’  
Playbus experience and P1 Discovery morning for 
pre-schoolers starting P1 in September 2026. 
10am - 12 noon.  More details coming soon! 
 

Tuesday 10th – Friday 
13th February 

Half-term break (4 school days) 
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