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1. A Christmas Message to All Our Cregagh Families & Friends
As we approach the Christmas holidays, | would like to thank you sincerely for the continued support
you give to Cregagh Primary School & Deaf Unit. The past number of weeks have been filled with
special moments that have brought our school community together in the most meaningful way.
Our P1-P3 Nativity at Mount Merrion Parish Church on Friday 5th December was simply excellent.
The children were confident, joyful and wholehearted in their performances, and they told the
Christmas story with warmth and sincerity. It was a delight to see so many families present, and we
are very grateful to Mount Merrion Parish Church for hosting us so generously. It was a morning that
many of us will remember with great fondness. Likewise, our P4-P7 Carol Service at St Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church was a truly lovely evening to share together. The singing was uplifting, the acting
out of the Nativity was thoughtful and engaging, and the atmosphere was one of reflection,
celebration and togetherness. We were delighted by the strong turnout from families and the wider
community, and we extend our sincere thanks to St Andrew’s for their warm hospitality and
refreshments.
Beyond these events, our children have also represented the school wonderfully through choir visits
to local care homes, churches and Belfast City Airport, bringing Christmas cheer and kindness well
beyond the school gates. Christmas in school is always busy, but it is also deeply meaningful.
Through these shared experiences, our children have reminded us of the true heart of the season —
hope, generosity, service and joy. Thank you for all the ways you support them, whether by attending
events, helping with preparations, or simply encouraging them along the way.

As the Christmas holidays begin, we wish you time to rest, to enjoy being together, and to make
precious family memories. May this Christmas bring peace to your homes, joy to your hearts, and
renewed hope as we look ahead to the New Year. From all of us at Cregagh, thank you — and we
wish you a very happy and blessed Christmas.

D Heggarty

2. Parent Testimonials

Thank you to those families who have already volunteered to help us with this. We plan to get
these underway as soon as we come back to school in January. One of the things | would like
parents’ and carers’ help with is making short parent testimonial videos about why they choose
Cregagh Primary School and Deaf Unit for your child(ren) or moved them here from another school
(which will remain nameless in our videos). If you think you’d be willing to come into school and
help us, make a short video to help publicise the school on social media (Facebook, Twitter / X,
Instagram ... we don’t use TikTok for security reasons), let us know by giving Miss Murphy a quick
call (028 90 401246) and leaving your name and number. We might even start making some videos
next week! And who knows, perhaps this could be the start of a movie career for some of you
parents! ©



3. Mr Dickson Retires After 16 Years
Hard to believe but our caretaker of 16 years, Mr David (Davy) Dickson retires on Friday 19%
December. To say we will all miss him is a huge understatement. Davy has always been the
perfect blend of a great worker and fun-loving colleague. A true gentleman and friend to all. We
wish Davy, and indeed Mrs Dickson, many happy and healthy years of retirement together.




4. Cregagh Primary School and Deaf Unit Open Night - Wednesday 14" January 2026
We are asking parents and school families to help us spread the word about our school and help
us with enrolment. By now, families will have received from school an envelope containing 3 Open
Night invitations. Think of family, friends or neighbours with pre-school children and kindly pass
these on to them with a strong, personal recommendation. It is important that we do all that we
can to help secure the long-term future of Cregagh Primary School - for the estate, the wider
Cregagh area and East Belfast. Thank you.
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5. Parked cars, lorries and other vehicles blocking the turning square in front of school,
community centre towards Dennet End
Can | ask parents to contact local elected officials (councillors, MLAs and MP) to ask for this
problem to be improved. | believe it is a safety risk (footpath is virtually unusable and children
walking in/out from between parked vehicles).

6. Special Additional Pre-schooler Event on Saturday 17" January
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Saturday 17th January 2026

10am -12noon
Playbus session (book using QR code)
* Free of charge
Opportunity to tour Cregagh Primary School

7. School Dinners Rise in Cost ®
Remember, school dinners are increasing by 50p to £3.10 per child per day with effect from Tuesday
6™ January 2026.
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IMPORTANT DATES
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Tuesday 6" January 2026

Pupils first day back at school for spring term
(Breakfast Club running as normal.
No after school clubs until w/b 12™ January)

Wednesday 14th
January

Saturday 17" January,
10am - 12 noon

Tuesday 10" -
13" February

Friday

Open Night.

5:00-6:00pm for Pre-School aged children.
6:00-7:30pm for the main Open Night session.
‘Beat the January Blues’

Playbus experience and P1 Discovery morning for
pre-schoolers starting P1 in September 2026.
10am - 12 noon. More details coming soon!

Half-term break (4 school days)

&PIPS

Suicide Prevention Ireland
Freephone: 0800 088 6042
(9am-9pm Mon-Fri
& 10am-6pm Sat-Sun)

Freephone: 0808 808 8000
(2417)

shout

here for you 24/7
Text the word "SHOUT' to: 85258

SAMARITANS

Freephone: 116 123 (24/7)
Email: jo@samaritans.org (241T)

(Response within 24 hours)

Getintouch:
0289066 6049

WO MEN’ S AID admin@belfastwomensaid.org.uk




v~ Do not suffer in silence this ==
Christmas period. ‘
Samaritans 116 123
Age UK - 0800 678 1602
Alcoholics Anonymous - 0800 917 7650
Cruse Bereavement Care - 0808 808 1677

Men’s Adviceline - 0808 801 0327
Narcotics Anonymous - 0300 999 12123

National Debt Helpline - 0808 808 4000
NHS 111

Relate Relationship Support - 0300 003 0396

Shelter - 0808 800 4444

Shout (confidential text service) 85258
Women'’s Adviceline - 0808 200 0247

Emergency Services / Police 999




CREGAGH PRIMARY SCHOOL & DEAF UNIT IS THE SMALL CITY SCHOOL WITH A BIG HEART!
FIRST CLASS EDUCATION IN A CARING FAMILY-LIKE SETTING.

G, BELONGING,

& ACHIEVING

turing & educating

9. Everyone is welcome at
School & Deaf Unit: everyone is
one makes progress.

If you like us, value the importance of high- quality teaching &

learning, family & community we are the right choice of

school for you! Our modern school buildings are purpose built

for a 21st Century . Excellent technology resources,

a AG sports pitch, beautiful school gardens, @ sensory room

lots of outdoor learning space provide @ rich learning

environment for every child. .

We offer @ Breakfast Club from 8:000m each morning ond g WARMLY INVITED
o wide range of afterschool clubs & activities- E FOR Y OURSE \F

WHAT MAKE HE IDEAL CHOICE
During our recent ETI Inspection OF SCHOOL FOR YOUR FAMILY...

Report (May 2025), they reported that:

B annoe tih expecotons o WEDNESDAY 14TH
::Llic:r;r;srr‘b‘:;f:vlour, contributions and engagement in J ANU ARY 2026
. The wellbeing of the children i evidenced CREGAGH PRIMARY SCHOOL

through the high levels of care, the high expectations

for every child and the supportive working relationships
across the school.

y effective THERE WILL BE TWO SEPARATE SESSIONS:
deaf unit AN EARLIER, LESS BUSY SESSION FOR

PARENTS OF PRESCHOOL
AGED CHILDREN (5PM-6PM) FOLLOWED

+ The enriching provision for deaf children is at the core 5y THE MAIN SESSION (6:00PM-7:30PM).

of inclusion in this school.

MOUNT MERRION AVENUE, BELFAST BT6 OFL|T: 02890 401246
WWW.CREGAGHPRIMARY.ORG.UK
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